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win) ret SES 
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PRBEXCR. 


TO THE 


R EADER. 


Þ- che fchalndls of 


d riot till ver Tr nin hs publit 
the firſt” of *thele- Diſcourfes, but becauſe T 
find I have referred to i in the-latter, (if it 
ma ohne > oy for they are indeed 
all but one, and the hes wy hes re 
doc a kindag(s to ſcy wy ploges whck apy 
ochcrwiſe ſcervablurd.) I have per- 
braded- it-to- come abroad , Icft ' otherwiſe 
you might chink me to be kiunred wich "fe- 
[-] veriſh 


The Preface to the Reader. 


verilh Apparitions, and to refer to things 
that were ,ngt in ,rerum naters, of: Iclt you 


Vigour, IS NOW upon my 


s, for Jes Learn) 
3nd for the good of the World. we 


uhh — . ith ttt tt, the A St. th tr th... th. —_ i F th 


HE firſt Exercitation being” but and 
Enumerayian af the The Contents of the 
Second are as follows. i atedors a 


THE 


CO oo _——_ _ 
- ——_—_ 


> 00—C—C—— CC — ——__——_ OOO 


THE 
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CONTENTS. 


fima, ib. 
The Secret of the PEEING unknown to Chriſt 


according to the Authour of Toledoth Jelhu , which 
feems to be confirmed 
thing _ fed 


a teſtimony of Suidas, But no- 
rmed or denyed upon ſuch teſti- 
monies as the 2.00 
On vs ule bee Co ekeq to the*Aaronical or 
ri wot de the Tribe 0 
ym hot as m7 bk Mater 5 M4 
The Teſt imony J concern the Tetragram: 
maton produced, and proved from py Philo Judzus 
had not read the Original Book of Moſes himſelf, upon 
which that Teſtimony pretends to rely, 200, _— 
The Teftimony of Joſephus concerning it produced, 201.. 
From whence it ap ars plainly that J us was wo? ac- 
quainted with Y four 1 5%: ah God, as that name 
uw repreſented in its Hebrew form and appearance, 
202. 
Swislz in the citation of Jolephins are Yowe / 
foe called in oppoſition to Conſonants, or mute Cad wes 
ding Letters proved againſt Jol. 
The name of God according to Jolephus in this place - | 


be nathing elſe but in. 
A Second pac o Jokrpins cancerning, the ineffable or nn» 
witerable name of God, 202, boy 
wg 
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Two Reafonr why it came "to be fo great a ſecret even + 
he Jews themſebves, P 203. 

Firſt Reaſon, the General e which hath Ws 

in all Nations for the name of God, in ſo much that e- 


I fea Ty noiſe 
7 y: gs Danhanes and fog Brodie 
The 7" Reaſon, « 


f the Jewiſh Mnaronce bf this bs acres 
wame to be taken from the Verſion bf the 70. who have 


rendered it by o-: without any where mentionung 


the — it ſe 204, 205. 
But thong were himſelf 5 \ nfay” of the true Pro- 
glays 0. of this name, yet from what be hath ſaid there is 


ſufficient ks J afforded to diſcover it, 205, 206, 
The Second i Joſephus reſumed, and that he 
ſpeaks there of which was that 
name of wy wy hich lol eb red his Meſſage to 
W., the King of Xgypt, | 206, 
ib. 


The ſame with Ehjoh, which is afterwards proved to _ 
been the old ation, 
12 hath but three Letters whereas Ehjoh hath four, = 


why, ib, 
The reaſon given for it confirmed by the Authority 0 Bo- 
haunt apa tir en ty of 


in a T ance, ib! 
Neither the Javoh of nor the Jaboh of S2. Je- 
rome were the true and ancient pronunciation of the 


Tetragrammaton, 207. 
Which is flift farther confirmed, 208, 
Ad calcem 


Pag- 
The Terragrammaton confiſted exatlly of the ſame Letters 


in St.Jerome's time with WV of our rocking Bibles, 
and that the Procopian THI read backwards accor- 


ding 


\ 
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ding to the Eaſtern mede, in the ſame, Pp. 207, 208. 
The interpretation of las, as it is corruptly read for lag, 
7 wha od para anſwers to that Etymon of it which 1 

have a bh.” 208. 
The particular reaſons aſſigned why neither Bocharrus hs 

Etymon of law, nor that of St. Jerome, are to be ad- 

mitted, | ibid. 
As (2a is Ehjoh, ſo vu 4s Jelvoh, and this is that name 

of God expreſſed in Greek charatters which Joſephus 
confiſted of riemgg. puries\z, four Vowels, 


" affirms to 
"Jaw # from Hajah, with a Jod, {4 from Havah, withs 
Vau, bot ifying the ſame thing, ibid, 


'O wn, 5 x4 nope, for cul, <rapye, ibid. 
oy - wy or} 2, tence of Havah and Hajah, 6y 
a Cholem inſtead of a Segol, very ancient, as is pro- 
ved by ſeveral inſtances out of Plautus bir! Pznulus, 
209, 210. 


100 ns ne rave ns. hs —_— 


Ee, 

Several other confiderat ions to confirm the ſame pundlation 

and firſt, from the teſtimony of a place of Theodoret, 
210, 211. 

The puntlation by a Cholem is confirmed by the cuftome of 
the Ancients in their adoration of a Sneeze, Xenophon 
and Plato explained, 247- 
A Sneeze why uſed and conſulted in Divination, the An- © 
, Propertius, Catullus, explained, 247,248. 
A third reaſon by which the ſame punttation is confirmed 
taken from the ſeven kettered name of God in the Oracle 
and in the Ant L 249. 
miſtaken in ſeveral inſtances, ibid. 

The jeaven lettered Name of God ſo called by the miſtake 
and ignorance of the Greeks was the IETQ and the 


IAQ joined together thid. 
et <aÞ This 
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This conjefure farther vindicated againſt a poſſible exception, 
« and the groſs errour ES Bochartus diſcovered, 249,250. 
God is not anely called Ehjoh and Jeh voh but Jah, which 
was a name of God as ſacred, peculiar and incommuni- 
cable as the other, 250. 
Proved out of Symmachus, the quinta Editio, and the 
LXX. themſelves in their dPwdain, that this was the 


| ancient and true punilation, ibid. 

I ts be Saved o the ſame root with the other two, and its a» 

7 ibid. 

| An wor” rm ax Þ the punilation of the name Jah confi- 
| dered and anſwered, 251. 

| The Place of Theodoret farther conſidered, ibid. 

"Aie,, ia, the errowr of Haichelius, thid. 

Za, Zr, Jugum, ZiAS., jaloux, jealous, Pherecydes 

Syrius explained, ibid. 


"Jal and lac) in Alexander Trallianus, whence, 251,252. 
| Pharaoh,  Pharaoth, Pharaothes, Phraates, ibid. 
| Abraxas, the God of the Baſilidians, who, and why ſo cal- 
1 led, and the Abracadabra is Serenus Sammonicus ex- 


plained, 252. 
Zay, Znvts, 


Inc, Tarts, Tars, Juno, tre, YETI < 


25 3- 

'axyS., from Jah, Jupiter, q. Joui rom the Impe- 
rative ry the —_ + jou t and amo of Choe. 
ro, Agellius and Laftantius concerning the name Jugs 
' er rejefted, id. 
As alſo the Jovis pater of the Moderns, _ 


_ — CO —_—_—_ — —_ 


Lucilius explained, and the reading of the preſent Co es 


vindicated againſt Mr. Selden and Douſa, tbid. 
Nomen ix Lucilius what, ibid. 
Pater +46 Genitor the common Epithet of all the Heathen 


254, 255. 
Apollo why ſo called, 25 5. 
; Apella 


7 
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Apelh, Ame;, Horace explained, ibid. 


Baal Peor the ſame with Priapus according to St. Jerom 
and l{idore, tbid. 


But this not approved by Mr. Selden, 256. 
The true Etymon of Priapus proved out of I{idore, and the 
falſe one of Dignyfius Vollus refuted, 255,256. 
Priapus why made to preſide over Ports @ wel as Gar- 
dens, ibid. 
"Appoirrn, who, ibid. 
- qo | BIN. 
navibuſque ib. 

Np, 3 VOX ax ul, the conjedture JEET COncer- 


the Etymen of Neptune rejeGed, tbid. 
Oy N43s, Navius SEN Nevius the ſame name, tid. 
The Heathen Deities not onely called Patres and Genitores, 
but alſo 2raxlts, Reges, and both of theſe comprehended 

in the Tetragrammaton of the Hebrews, and in the 


of the LXX. 257. 
But the title of * Avat moſt pee ſupreme Numen, or 
him who was accounted the Sorvertign of the Gods, ibid. 


Molech, Moloch, Milcom , grate. L 
who, ard why ſo called, ibid. 
Annibal, Afdrubal, whence, ibid. 
Adrumetum and Atramyttium, as much as Adir Mot, 
and the conjettures of Draſius, Iaac Caſaubon a»d Bo- 


chartus himſelf exploded, from257 to 260. 
Mor, in the Phenician Language the ſame with the Ex- 
gliſb Mud, 258. 


It is made probable from- Bochartus that the Phenicians 
traded hither, and the name Britain is originally Pu- 
A ibid. 

The miſtake of Bochartus as to the ſbenification of the 
Hebrew word Chatſar 258, 259, 260. 

Adir, a Phenician word, "proved from Priſcian and Saint 

Auſtin. 2.60. 
b 2 Philo 
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Philo Judzus vindicated againſt Joſeph Scaliger, and the 
word Ms; or Mar farther explained, 260,261, 26z. 
IIna%, palus, 261, 
Tehom, "AC, what; ibid. 
The miſtake firſt of Philo Judzxus, and then of the Fewiſh 
Rabbins, as to the Etymon and fignification of Cherab, 
or Chetubim diſcovered, and the true meaning of that 
word vindicated and explained, 262, 263, 
Another indication of the pun@Gation of 
by a Cholem, from the lo of the Latines, and the con» 
jeflure vindicated from the inſcription «pm the Nuril- 
ma of Abraxas, together -with a farther confirmation of 
WP. conjetture concerning the: ſeven lettered Name of 
6 $ 26}. 
Mb. Selden's conjefture concerning Juba the Manritani? 


God confirmed, and ſhewn how by analogy it may be re. 
duced to the- Tetragrammaton, or indeed is of it ſelf 
the ſame with it, 263, 264. 


A ee Fn, 264. 
Tetragrammaton #o ſuch ſecret among the ancient 
Jews, as it hath bren uſually repreſented to be, proved 
from Mr. Selden, 264, 265. 
Neither was the name. Jehvoh onely known to the Gentile 
World, bit alſo that of 'Ehjoh too, being both of them 


from the ſame root, 265,266. 
The Rabbins beholding to the Septuagint for their puntlation 
of *Jehvoh by the points of,” Aduval, 266. 


The ſuperſtition of the LXX. themſebves in mot delfveri 
theſe names of God, viz. Jehvoh, Ehjoh, and Jah, Fx 
their own proper Letters and Vowels, aWuduin, bid. 

TheTetractys of the Pythagoreans, not the ſame with the 
Tetragrammaton of the Fews, - ibid. 

No myſtery in the number Four, nor any thing more incom- 
municably ſacrod in the name Jehvoh, than in that of 


Ehjoh or Jab, 267. 
The 
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The Rabbins called the meommunicavic nam. + + -. 49 
wal, Shem Shel Arbah Othijoth, Aut this was borrowed 
by them from the Greeks, who underſtood it, as hath al- 
ready been proved, onely of (wu, that i to ſay, of that 
name as revealed to the Gentile World, not as kept ſe- 
cret from it, 267. 

The time of Pythagoras compared with that of Sanchunia- 
thon, and ſbewn that ſo before his time, as the lat- 
ter was elder than the former, the name i4;w was no 
ſuch ſecret even to the Gentile World. ibid. 

Nay that it was much earlier abroad than the time of San- 
chun who was contemporary with Gideon, is pro- 
ved from what hath been ſaid before, 268. 

Nothing but want of 5kifl in Grammar which made the Te- 


tragrammaton and the Tetraftys confounded together, 
ibid. 


The TetraQtys explained what it is, 268, 26%. 
And that explanation confirmed out of a place of Lucian 
in hy Burn wegos. 269. 
The and reaſon of the word mlegyerus explained and 
demonſtrated out of a place of Homer, and the meaning 
of the legs inthe Pythagorich Schood, 269, 270. 
The Pythagoreans ſwear ing by their Tetrattys, no arg 
ment that it was the ſame with the Tetragammaton, 
ibid. 


The number » four, as on on already declared, bad no 
the Jews, and the. name Tetragramma- 

- wr" om ; bv Greeks long after the time of Py- 
thagoras, ſo that be could not alude to it, 278. 
Neither did the Jews ever ſwear by the number Four, . but 
Seven, and why, ibid. 
Niſhbah, Shebouah, -what they fignife, and ſeveral Paſ- 
ſages belonging as well to the Hiſtory as Diſpenſation of 
the Jews explained from thu obſervation, 271, 272. - 
Particularly the reaſon of the Rite of Circumcifion i am 
hence - 
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———xhcm>- 9wr gt4y explained, and the opinion of Grotius 


confuted, together with that of Maimonides, with whows 
Grotius concurs in his judgment, both being teholdi 
to a paſſage in Ariſtotle, who giving the reaſon why chil 
dren among the Greets were uſually named upon the ſe 
venth day, was himſelf very _ and bl miſt a- 
ken, from 272 to 275. 
"Ae duke, what it fgnifies in the old ob «pon Ho- 
mer, ſhewn by comparing it with that upon Apollonius, 
the Writer of the Atgonauticks, 275,276. 
Aly notion of the T s farther confirmed, 276, 277. 
The Pythagoreans were uſed alſo to ſwear by their Maſter 
Pythagoras, as — bim from the Stories which he 
related of himſelf, and which were told concerning him to 
be a druine ſelf-exiſtent perſon, and how ridiculous 
and impeſſible thoſe Stories were, 277, 278. 
The yn was likewiſe true of Empedoc | 
and Abaris, three Diſciples and followers of Pythago- 
ras, that they alſo pretended to Divinity as well as be, 
278, 279. 
And of Apollonius Tyancus, a profeſt Pythagorean, who 
lroed long after them in the time of Domitian, ibid. 
And had the honour afterwards to be worſhipped in the La- 
rarium of Alexander Severus, tbid, 
The j\ ow meaning of ——ae hu golden Thigh con- 
Jong from 2.79 to 292. 
7 Thigh a ſymbol of fruitfulneſs and generation, proved 
out of Heinſius i# bv Arittarchus, 279, 280. 
HR thence ſaid to have been taken out of Jupiter's 
Thigh, that i no more than to be the ſon of Jupiter : 
, Hegruarrrs, the ignorance and pedantry of 
the Greek Grammarians, - 280, 281. 
Two places of Scripture propoſed concerning Eleazar's layi 
it hand upon Le e prop Abraham, and Joſeph _ 
that of Jacob by way of adjaration, together with the 


reaſons 
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reaſons of this cuſtome aſſigned by Sebaſtiav Munſter , 
R. Salomon, Aben Ezra, P. Fagius, and H. Grotius, 


281, 282. 
An account why Munſter's reaſon is inſufficient, 282. 
R. Salomon miſtaken in matter of fatt, 232, 283. 


The reaſon of Aben Ezra perfettly precarious and without 
any ſhadow of grownd, and that of P. Fagius, beftdes 
that it us precarious as the former, not comprehenſrue e- 
nough to groe an account of the uurverſal obtaining of this 
cuſtome in all the Eaſtern Countries, 253, 254. 

Befides the authority of Aben Ezra there is a citation pro- 
duced out of Busbequius to prove that this cuſtome did 
univerſally prevail, and that itgis ſtill in uſe among the 

| Tarks in the civilities of corverſation. From the citati- 

on of Busbequius in concurrence with Aben Ezra three 
obſervations are raiſed: 1. That the laying the Hand 
wpon the Thigh was all over the Faſt accounted a token 
of high reſpeÞ : 2. That the outward expreſſions Ly ge- 
fture of civil reſpeft and divine worſhip are the ſame, 
being | agony. the ſame in all Ages and Nations: 3. The 
| miſtate, or as it ſeems wilfull errour of Joſephus in re» 

lating the ſtory of Abrabam and Eleazar is repreſented, 
and a warning gruen not to rely too ſecurely upon his ant ho- 
rity without farther teſtimony from the probability of 
things and the concurrence of other Writers, _ 


* the ſacred and canonical, from 284 to2 
The reaſon aſſigned by Grotius for this cuſtome confidered 
' and refuted, 288 


The true reaſon of this cuſtome explained, that it inclades 
an appeal to the maker of all things, the firſt cauſe of all 
vital fecundity, and in whom as m the common Parent, 
the ſeeds of all otber vitalities or exiſtencies are con- 
tained, and as in religious worſhip it includes an appeat, 
an invecating or an imprecation, ſo in civil converſation 
it includes a prayer to the ſame being, in whom are the 


Hiucs. 


—_ > _  — 
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iſſues of life and death, for the health and ſafety of that 
per on to whom this reſpett is paid, which was the reaſon 
0 in civil ſalutation of laying the band to the breaſt, 
way of appeal to the ſearcher of hearts that we do inwar 
wiſh the Fealth and peace of our Brother to whom we addreſs 
our ſelves with this formality of "x nag 288, ©, 209. 
The frgnification of Tachath in Hebrew, and of <4 
the Helleniſtical Language reconciled to the argfins 
ſage 4 the Tarks of laying their bands upon, not under the 
Thig 289. 
Several other places of Scripture produced to prove that 
the Thigh or the Knee, was a ſymbol of Sms, 
299, 290. 
The a of taking bold of the Knees in ſapplication. Twwa- 
Aautanw year, Ec. Seneca in Troade, explai- 
= 290, 29 1; 
The re aſe of bowing the Knee either in Divine Worſhip or 
civil comrver ſation ex —_—_ 91. 


All this applied to en Thigh, and i is 
py pb $74 if mot jr 


—— ely certain, that the 
was eded for a ſmbel of Dons = 
i hgh the Divine nature being denoted 
Thich, tf its 3p boy of Gold the Rabilit and 
'1 ut 


eternal Fant rs of t f Arr was repreſented, 
291, _o- 

Pythagoras though he received not bis T Ins 
Jewiſh Tetragrammaton, yet is he not to be denied to 


have had ſome acquaintance with the Jewiſh Nation and 

_ and that be had confiderable acquaintance with 
bem beth is probably aſſerted from the teſtimony of ſe- 

= Authours, and eſpecially Porphyry in his Life, 


292, 293+ 
Zabratus the Babylonian, Nazaratus, Zaran, Zaratas, La- 
radas, all the ſame, 29 Jy 294- 


Abraxas, the God of the Baſilidians, is in ſome ye 


The Contents. 
ftiled Abraxan, but the former is the true reading, and 


why, ; 293, 294- 
Zabratus as mach as Jah Berith, the God of the Covenant 
and why ſo called, 294. 
Why ſaid to be a Babylonian, 294, 295. 


In what ſenſe Pythagoras may be ſaid to have comverſed 
with Zabratus, and of the likeneſs and reſemblance be- 
twixt the Dettrine of Pythagoras, delivered by Zabra- 
tus, and the Books of Moſes, in three particulars, 295. 

Of the difſimilitudes or diſagreements betwixt Pythagoras 
and Moſes, and the cauſes of it, 295, 296. 

Sanchuniathon noted, ibid. 

But it is mot impoſſible that Zabratus might be the name 
of an Idol, the ſame with Bahal Berith in the Book of 
Judges, becauſe the name Jah, though it be of right in- 
communicable and belonging onely to the true Ged, yet 
this hinders not but thu might be applied by the Flea- 
thens to their Idols, becauſe = took them to be ſach, 
and this , befides what is ſaid afterwards concerning 
Zamolxis, ſerve for a farther indication that the 
name Jah, which was every whit as incommunicable as 
the ” it ſelf was no ſecret to the Hea- 
then World, 296, 297. 

Bahal Berith , &zo1MdU; Brpuriuv, wnrkilfully confounded 
with Abibalus, which was the name of the true God, be- 
ing as much as El Abib, Deus Spicarum, ſo caled from 
the change of the tis of the Jewiſh Tear from 
Tifri to Nifan, or Abib, the confuſedneſs of Sanchuni- 
athon's Hiſtory ts again perſtringed, 297. 

Four reaſons aſſigned to ftrengthen my conjetture concerning 
Abibalus being the name of the true God, from: 97 


to 300. 
Arena, dra ume, what, 298. 
Mammal for Neptune, Mes or Moy for Water in the /E- 
i £yptian Language, ibid. 


c Tw4, 
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"1663. the ſame with aac, Annobret with Sarah, K:riz 
with-Rouach Elohim, or the ſpirit or breath of God in 
Sanchunathon, for which three diſcoveries 1 athnow- 
ledge my ſelf indebted to Bochartus, 299. 

Natwithſtanding the manifeſt Anachroniſms, and other mi« 
ſtakes or inipofitions of Sanchuniathon, yet his agree- 
ments with Moſes are a teſtimony to the truth of the 
Moſaick Writings, ibid. 

Zamolxis the ſame with Jaly Moloc, 300. 

pans gn cms oi 

ibid. 


Worſhipped for Saturn according to Mnaſeas in the Ety- 
mologiſt 'and. Suidas, and thu i a farther confirmation 
that Zamolxis and Moloc were-the ſame, ibid. 

Appeaſed alſs by humane Sacrifices as Mojoc. was, 


300, zor. 
Cabed Gebeleizin from a Hebrew Word which 4 Aene as 
much as Terminus, or Jupiter Terminalis, _ 
ea&, as Herodotus expreſly cas Zamolxis, 
Alagabalus, the ratelar of Emilla, whence he_bad his 
name, ibid. 
Several .other conſiderations. to prove that Jah and: 7a- 
molxis are at leaſt ſo far the ſame, as that the firſt is a 
part of the compoſition of . the latter. Firſt he was wor» 
ſhipped without an Image, and ſuppoſed to hawe hi pecu- 
hiar reſidence in Heaven, from whence God by _— 
cient Jews was called Shamajim, ſeveral places of Scrip- 
ture are expldined, and two paſſages of Herodotus, 
39x, 302. 
Srcondly, the Scythians believed of their Zamolais hy be 
was the trucand onely God, and that therewas none beſides 
him, which was the —_— of their ſhoot ing up to Fleaven 
whenever it thundered and lightned, roy. > gs of thofe 
Metears, as. inſeufible and dependent Creatures, thouh 
other Nations worſhipped them for Gods, yo, 30;. 
Third:y,, 
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Thirdly, The Scythians believed the tranſmigration of 
Souls, or the paſſing of the ſame Soul ſucceſſroely through 
ſeveral bumane Bodies, but that this did not belong to 
all but onely to the good, both of which are afirecd cen: 
cerning them by Herodotus, and both of theſe opinions 


were received by the Fews themſelves in our Saviour's 


time, ; from 303 to 307, 
Suunenu, cvupurirres, d war wid. Herodotus and Hel. 
lanicus explained, 304. 


hyry's opinion concerning the Etymon and fignifica- 
way the name Zamolxis confidered and refuted, 


a 307, 308, 309. 

Zaleucus and Charondas, who they were, a poh Etymo- 
logy of each of their names ſhewed with a detettion of the 
wanity of each, and.a caution to warineſs in E tymelonies, 
ares afford ſo large a field for Fancy, with a diſcovery 
of the true analogy and fignification of each of theſe names, 
which concludes this Diſcourſe, from 309 to312, 


The Firſt 
EXERCITATION, 


Attempting to demonſtrate that the 
Jews, till after the Return from the 
Captivity of Babylon, were not allow- 
ed the publick and promiſcuous uſe 
the Canonical Books of the Old Tefla- 
ment. 


T is fo far from being true, that every 
Jew in his private capacity was bound 
to tranſcribe one Copy of the Law, as 
the Rabbins would perſuade us, that 1 
can make it very probable if not abſo- 

lutely certain that the Commonalty of the Jew- 


rivate reading, for all that interval which 
pned from the time of Moſes himſelf till after 
the return from the Captivity of Babylon in 
the times of Ezra and Nehemiah, and fo mach 
longer as till the verſion of the 70. was complea- 
Wy WE I OT URI 
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theſe that follow. 


Firſt, When it. is ſaid , Dew?. 11. 18, 19, 20. 
Te ſhall lay up theſe my words in your heart, and 
bind them for 'a ſign upon your band, that they may 
be as frontlets between your eyes, and ye ſhall teach 
thew your Children, ſpeating of them when thou 
fetteſt in thine houſe and when thou walkeſt by the 
way, when thou lyeſt down and when thou rilet up, 
and thou write them upon the door poſts of 
thine houſe, und upon thy gates : Theſe words are 
to be explained of the Decalogae or Zen Command- 
ments, not of the whole, Law of Moſes, as will ap- 
pear by comparing this Chapter with the 347k. 
of Exodus, which 1s parallel to it, and 
when it p ſaid Los 20. ay ſhalt _ them 
the door poſts of thine e and upon t 
x tl in the fy this h taken of bs 
whole Law of Moſes or of the Five Books of 
which the Pentatexch conſiſts is both ridicalauw 
and impoſſible, ridiculous to think that Poſts and 
Gates were the onely ſacred Volumes then in fa- 
ſhion, and impoſſible all the Law of Moſes, 
in a- legible charater ſhould be written in ſo 
ſmall a compaſs ; wherefore- in the ſecond place 
we are not to interpret this of writing, or 
of Poſts or Gates in the literal ſenſe, bur it 5 in 
alluſion to the ſpri of Bloud upon the Poſts 
and Lintels of the 1ſraelitiſh houſes the night be- 
fore their deliverance out of Afgypr, it is a com- 
mand with a promiſe of happineſs and fafery 
anncexr 
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unnext to its performance, and is as much as to ſay, © if 
© you obſerve diligently to obey me and keep my Com- 
, You ſhall chen be fate trom any Evil or 
* Judgment that may otherwiſe betall you, as your An- 
* ceſtours were exempted from the ſlaughter of the Firſt. 
* born by the bloud of the Palchal Sacrifices ſprinkled 
* upon the Poſts and Threſholds of their houſes; and ſuch 
another alluſion as this, is that ſaying of Moſes to his 
Maker , Exod. 32. 32. Tet now if thon wilt forgive their 
fm: and if wot, blot me, I pray thee, out of thy book which 
thou baft written. And then verſ. 33. And the Lord God 
faid unto Moſes, whoſoever bath fruaned againſt me, him 
will / blot out of my book. Not that we muſt entertain 
ſo groſs and fo unworthy conceptions of God Almighty, 
as it he entered down all humane or other Occurrences 
m a certain Journal, without which, it they did nor ef- 
E—_ cognizance he would looſe the memory of them, 
as if an Album Amicorum , a Catalogue or Liſt 
of his Frith and Favorites, without which they would 
ſlip out of his mind; but it is an alluſion to the Ge- 
nealogical Tables of the Jews, in which ſuch as dyed 
without Iffue, as being of no uſe in ing on the ſe- 
ries and account of time, oo uſed by who tran- 
the privare Padigrees fo eb th uk of price Fam, Fake, 
t roate Pedigrees for 
to 6 cmitned, and 
of which have CLnY more largely in that Dig fries 
which I have mentioned, concerning the Brother's mar- 
rying the Brother's wife in the Levitical Law; and this 
is y the meaning of that Patlage, Pal. 109. 13. Let 
bis Poſterity be cut off, and in the Generation following let 
their name be blotted out ; that is, when the Genealogies 
come to be tranſcribed for the uſe 0. the next Generation, 
let their names as barren and ſupertluous and dying with- 
out Iſſue be omitted. 
Cc Where- 
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Wherefore the Precept-of writirg of the Law or the 
Commandments upon the Poſts and Gates of their houſes, 
muſt be explained by verl. 18. Te ſhall lay up theſe my 
words in your heart and in your ſoul , and this was that 
which they were to teach their Children, verl. 1g. thar is, 
not the whole Law, which thoſe tender apprehenſions 
could not receive or attend unto, much lefs comprehend 
the extire Syſteme and Model of ſo intricate a Di 
ſation, but only-the general Rules of Life and Prattice, in 
which it was but requiſite they ſhould be trained up from 
their infancy and childhood, that the exerciſe and love 
of Vertue and Religion might be the more habitual 'to 
them in their age ; and for this reaſon they were uſed to 
inſtruct them | in the Decalogae, as Children 
vow-4 daices arc uſed to be the Apeſtles Creed, the 


Lord's Prayer, and the Tew Commandments , which con- 
tain the general Heads of Devotion, Articles of Belief and 
Rules of Prattice. The very- reducing the Rules 
of duty both with reſpec to God and Man, under ten 

Heads, the putting them not leſs than twice by 


to many particular caſes, is a —_— that 
theſe ten Words or Precepts, or wir, were 
intended for the uſe of Bim , or vulgar fort of 
men, to give them a general ſcheme of their ; though 
tor their fatisfaQtion in particular caſes, whether of rel+- 
yu ſcraple or civil right, they were to berake them- 
Ives to rhe Jughes and Offcers of their reſpettive Tribes, 
and from thence it they were not fatisy d, they were to 
appeal to Jeruſalem, in that manner which has been alrea- 

dy declared, 
Letters 
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Letters were fo ſcarce in thoſe carly times among 
the Fews , as well as among other Nations , that to 
be able to write and reade, eſpecially to reade the Law 
afrer the traditionary way, of which I ſhall _= more 
by and by, was that which quality'd men for the higheſt 
employments in the Fewilb State; and therefore ir is ob- 
ſerv that Shorter, and Sopber, and Shophet in Hebrew 
as they are names very like in ſound, ſo they are alſo 
in ſignification, and were all of them trequently.expret- 
five of the higheſt power and authority among them. 
Sophrim and Shophtim are joyned together as exegetical 
and declaratory one of another, 2 Chres. 34-13. and fo 
are Shophtim =_ Shotrim, Deut. 16. 18. in the firſt of 
which places the Seventy render it is nas i, 
rr gn Judges ; wr / in he fer hy are on 

af xa YOLMAL TREAT HG es, Promulgers 
o Fudcal Edu s and Letters, as Andreas Maftus in his 

and claborate Notes upon Joſhua would have it, 

but by his favour, 1 do not allow that interpretation, 
but am rather of opinion 

with the former z-,-m/ * For donyand is an Introdut- 

| an /xtroduttour or Inftruttour in any Skill 

or Knowledge, and fo Platarch calls his little Book LS, 

aid d5ary*;, that is, of the inſiraition or information of 


Youth; and fo 274; will be imterpres, cenar- 
rator, Dotlor Legis, an tor or Teacher of the Law, 
and conſequently a of thoſe Controverſies that 
were to be decided our of it; or it is one that was uſed to 


bring out the Law the People , who were not ab 
= bo nhar $pens/ rpg hn home, 
to reade and explain-.it, and addreſs himſelt ro them in 
practical and lar exhortations , as the People ſpake 
to Ezra the Scribe, Neh. 8. v.1. Pane are a 
Law of Moſes ; and then v. 2. And Ezra the Prieſt brought 
the Law before the Congregation. 

Cc 2 Neither 
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Neither were they onely by means of this skill of rea- 
ding and interpreting the Law , capacitated to- be the 
prune Judges and Othcers among the People, but al- 
to by writing and keeping the Genea/ogies, which was 
no queſtion another Imployment ot theirs, they had op- 
nm— of knowing all the People and of being better 

nown to them , ot underſtanding their qualities and. 
conditions and lerving themſelves accordingly of them, 
and by being neceſlary to all conveyances and ſortlemencs 
of right berween man and man, which will always be 
done in writing where ſuch a thing as writing is to be 
tound; they did, by this means aggrandize and enrich 
themſelves, and had a mighty ſtroke with their reſpec- 
tive Clients, ſo that it is no wonder the Scribes are men- 
tioned in the Goſpel as men- of fo great authority and 
ſway CORE s, this pb a _ tor the reaſons 


——— power among 
Coy _n in the Marc ha, ees were fifth Chapter 


= ſecond verſe,the F das, the $ cribes of 
the ,are manifeſtly the Leaders and the Chiefs 
them, and Adts 19. 35. te te Bat mong 


led the Zows clerk, a man of principal credit and authority 
among the People of of charplacs, 15 in the original called 5 
yeauuuands, the Scribe ; and though I am ready to grant 
hs this word does not always denote fo much, but that 
ſometumnes the more inferiour Officers, ſuch as the Latines 
call I idfores, apparitores, viatores, accenſs. are under. 
ſtood by it, which is I think Mafrus his notion of Ural 
ucarrawy;, ya that it ſometimes and that 
quently in rhe Old, and always in the New Sr ws 
denoted men of the greateſt credit and cr among the 
Jews, cannot without great unskillulne(s be deny. 

A ſecond reaſon from whence it may a probable, ' 
that the ancient Jews were not _ the uſe and 
ccading of the ſacred Volumes in rvate perſons or 
Familics, 


but to fill their heads with a fuperſuous lumber, 
which was of no yſe to them, and was rather an hin- 
C——— and 
to their due attention to in 
which they were chiefly —mm = ene" 
Thirdly, There were ſome things in the Law, the 
know of which could ferve ro no other purpoſe 


ney 
compoſition of the , with which the 
i andel bg A rr} Rebar 
Prieſts themſelves were to be anointed, Exod 30: 
where after the enumeration of its ingredients frotn 
V. 22. tO 32. it is added v. 32. 33. por mar's fleſf 
ſhall it not be poured, neither ſhall ye mate any other 
like it, after the compoſition of it: it is holy and it 
_ ſhall be unto you, whoſoever comporndeth any like 
fe, teth any of it apon a firanger, 
nk oh © hrky- = far priogn of Leer 
likewiſe Perfume, whoſe ingred 
ified v. 34- of which it is ſaid v. 
the which thow /Dait ans 
make to ves according to the c 
of : it ſhall be mnnto thee for the Lord, whoſoever 
ſhall make like unto that, to ſmell thereto, ſhall =P 


Cc 3 
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be cut off from bis people. Wherefore the knowledge 
of theſe rwo things in the Levitical Law, being, if 
not put in practice, uſelcls, and being practiſed, not 
onely dangerous, but fatal and deltractive, it is 
moſl likely that as well the ingredients of theſe 
two hely Compoſitions , as alſo the proportions of 
each, and the manner of tempering and mingling 
them one with another, was kept as a ſecret among 
the Prieſts, or known onely to him or them whos» 
ever were to whom the compoſition of them 


be 
What hath been faid of theſe rwo Inſtances, the 
lame would be likewiſe true of what the Greets call 
the Tetragrammaton, and the Jews, Haſhem, or 
Shem FHameporaſb, the name, or the nomen explica- 
tum, the explained name, as it ſhould ſeem by an Anti- 
phrafis, becauſe, if we will believe the generality of 
the Fewiſh Maſters, it cannot be explained, which 
ing, onely to be pronounced with its true Vowels 
by the &/igh Prieſt once a year, when he entred in- 
to the Holy of Holies, was therefore probably, if 
this be true, (to hinder it from being profaned ) 
kept from the knowledge of all but him, or his im- 
mediate Succeſſour in that high Employment ; 
it is certain that at this day its true pronunciation is 
not known, and the Maſorethical Jews cither out of 
ignorance or ſuperſtition or both, are always uſed to 
int it cither with the Vowels-of Adoxai or Elobim, 
t moſtly of the former ; nay ſo fooliſhly | 
tious are they, that in the numbring of the Verſes 
in the preſent Z/ebrew Bibles, when they come to 
the 15th verſe of any Chapter, whole proper marks 
are. 
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are a Fod and an He, they always change them in- 
to a 7eth and a Yau, counting it by nie and fix, 
inſtead of rex and frve, becauſe the Letters by which 
the former two numbers are denoted, are two of 
thoſe Letters of which the Shem FHameporaſh is 
compoſed. 

He that would ſee more of the modern Superſti- 
tion, may conſult Buxtorf in his Learned Synagoga ; 
and he that deſires to be informed what admirable 
work the Cabaliftical Triflers have made of this my- 
ſerious name may repair for ſatisfation to Rabbi Pa» 
lus Fagins, who is to be ſpoke with at all hours of 
the day in the 28:6 of Exodus at the 30th verſe. 

A fourth reaſon ther, which may be aſſigned; to 
make it appear that private perſons among the Fews 
were not permitted the reading of the Law, may 
be taken from their fo frequent relapſing to Zdola- 
try ; notwithſtanding the” Law was fo paſſionately 
ſevere in as deanettions 100s againſt that, dreadfull ſin, 
ſo frequent, ſo unwearied in its exhortations againſt 
i, and that the ſeves Nations, whoſe Land they 
came to polikfs, were rooted out from off the face 
of the carth for no other reaſon but this; or at leaſh 
tor:none ſo much as this, for their /dolatry and: ſpi- 
ritual fornication; it being 1 le and abſurd ro 
conceive, if all the people been ſufficiently in- 
ſtructed in the Law (which Law at the fame time 
they muſt be ſuppoſed to acknowledge to have been 
of divine inſpiration, and that all the curſes. and blef- 
fings therein mentioned, did and would certainly 
belong, to- the pertormance ,or violation of what 
that Law commanded); I ſay, it would be 1 - 
kblc-and abſurd in this caſe to think, that —_— 
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ſhip, is ultimately reſolved into their 
with the Scriptures, which as long as they were in com- 
mon uſe among the people, ſo long the Chriſtian Faith 
continued, as to the main, free from that foul degene- 
racy and ws , to which it was afterwards for fo 
many ages ned, and under which ſo great a part 
of the Chriſtian World is to this day fo fatally oppreſt ; 
but when once the Greet and Roman T —n— 
from vernacular to be learned languages, when neither 
the Fountains themſelves, nor their pureſt ſtreams could be 
repaired to by the ordinary people, and in too many in- 
ſtances not by the Prieſts themſelves, while Trandati- 
ons were either not thought of or not itted ; this 
ve occaſion for ignorance and ſuperſtition, by inſenſi- 
ble degrees to rs adulterate Religion ; and for 
the cratt and wick of veligning Prieſts, who gain 
by nothing more than by the credulity and ſuperſtition 
of ignorant and fooliſh men, to introduce thoſe opini- 
ons and pradctices into the world, which it i to lay, 
whether they were better fitred ro promote t ward 
pomp and ſplendour , the ſecular intereſt and advantage 
of the Romiſh Church and Clergy, or more expreſly con- 
trary to the '-06p and declared Revelations of Chriſt 
and his Apoſtles; ſuch as are the ſacrifice of the Maſs, 
Prayers and Maſſes for the dead, denying the Cup to the 
Laiety in the. Holy Exchariſt, and the Celibate of the 
Clergy, or forbidding Clergy-men to Marry : of which the 
firſt and third were in to create a reſpect and reve- 
rence for the perſon of the Prieft; the ſecond to be a 
-rpetual Tax and S«b/idy upon the Laiety ; the laſt to 
the grandeur and external pomp of the Chwch, and 
all of them to fill the peoples heads with ſuch abſurd and 
grolly ſuperſtitious opimions, as are- the moſt effectual 
means for the ing and perpetuating to future gene- 
rations all theſe unwarrantable interceits and deſigns. 
Secondly, 
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Secondly, As wp. with the Scriptures, 
which to the Romiſh Church are as a talent hid in a Nay. 
kin, or a Candleſtick under a b«/be//, was the true 
cauſe of that Uni Idolacry and Corruption which 
prevails among the deluded Votaries of that Communion ; 
io on the other ſide the true reaſon why the Reformed 
Churches have ſhaken off chat yoke of abſurditics and 
abominations, why they have embraced a Religion more 

le to nature, and more ſuitable to revelation, is 
to be referred to the Holy Evangeliſts and Apoſtles, ſpeak- 
eu ns wendy as they did to the multitude on 
the day of Pentecoſt, in his own proper /[diom and Lan- 
gaage ; which it is utterly impoſſible they ſhould do, bur 
they muſt at the ſame time diſcover plainly to the world, 
God's utter deteſtation of all ſuch /do/atrous pradtices , 
and of all thoſe abſurd m_ —_—  —_ upon 
which thoſe forbidden practices are founded. 


But, _T to bring the matter a little more home 
to the Jews , it it be demanded why before 
the Captivity of Babylon, they were ſo often guilty of 
Hdolatry, but never after it, as it is plain they were not ; 
the true reaſon of this is, that ſoon after the eſtabliſhed 
worſhip was again ſetled upon its old foundations by 
Eſdras and Nehemias ; the Tranſlation of the ſeventy was 
made-out of the Original Hebrew, and from that time 
forward the Law was layed open both to the Jewiſh and 
the Gentile World. 

And theſe three things, as I have faid, which are matters 
of fat, and arguments drawn from experience, I take to 
be a plain and undeniable demonſtration of the matter in 

ueſton, that the ancient Jews were not permitted 
the reading of the Law for themſelves, or in their re- 


ſpective families or perſons. 
This 
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This is the fourth reaſon, a fifth no leſs demonſtra- 
tive than that is , ſhall be taken from the peoples calling 
to Eſdras, to bring out the Book of the Law, and of their 
having loſt not only the memory of thoſe rites and uſa- 
ex with which their ſolemn Feaſts were to be obſerved, 
t of the very Feaſts themſelves ; of their having loſt 
their language in ſo great a meaſure, that E/dras was 
forced not only to produce the Law, but to explain it to 
them, as I conceive, in the Chaldeaw or Aſſyrian tongue, 
which was then more familiar to them than their native 
Hebrew : All which it is utterly unconceivable how it 
ſhould ever have come to paſs, had it been the cuſtom of 
every private perſon to tranſcribe the Law tor himſelf, as 
the Rabbin and their adherents would make us believe , 
and to reade it to his Children and Domeſtiques in his 
tamily ; I fay, it would have been impoſſible at this rate, 
that in ſo ſmall a period of time ( there being ſeveral who 
had ſeen the firſt Temple, who likewiſe returned again 
from the Captivity and faw the foundations of the ſe- 
cond lay'd) ſo frange an ignorance, and fo «tter a for- 
getfulneſs of the whole Law ſhould over-ſpread the whole 
Nation of the Fews. Infomuch that it was the opinion 
of Ireneus, Euſebius and ſeveral other of the ancient Fa- 
thers, that the Law of Moſes in this Interval was utterly 
loſt, and that by a ſupernatural revelation it was renewed 
by Eſdras ; nay, Tertullian in his book de habitu Mulie- 
bri, is fo poſitive as to afhrm it for a certain and un- 
doubted truth , Zieroſolymis Babilonii expmugnatione dele- 
tis, omne inſtrumentum Juadaice literature conſtat per E/- 
dram effe reſtauratum ; ** It is certain that after Jers/a- 
* lem was demoliſhed by the King of Babylon, all the 
« Monuments of the Jewiſh Learning or Law ( which 
were now perfettly loſt ) were reſtored by E/dras. Which 
opinion, as being grounded upon no other foundation , 
than that extreme 1gnorance of the people in the Law 
aiter 


after the from Lyoed and their importu- 
the return the captivity, Ir 1 

ning £/dras to bring out the Book of the Law, may 
without any unwarrantable diſreſpett to antiquity be re- 
jefted , eſpecially ſince I hope I may pretend to have 
given a better account of thoſe matrers, becauſe it hath 
nothing precarious in it, which is the fault of this ; for 
it does not follow , becauſe Eſdras was deſired to bring 
oxt the book of the Law , that therefore it was revealed 
to him by inſpiration, but that he could not bring it out, 
unleſs he had it in poſſeſſion is certain, which is all that 
I contend tor. 

Neither need we be ſo ſcrupulous of rejefting the teſti- 
mony of the Fathers in this caſe, if we conſider that the 
_— inſpiration of the ſeventy Interpreters, and their 

jumping together , notwithſtanding every man 
ft AS _—_ ys fr An ds 

, may, a muc uffrage of antiqu 
res. Fon, © near py ilhuminazon of 5/ 
dras ; nay, Juſtin Martyr tells us, that he himſelf faw 
thoſe wery Cells, in which this miracle of a Tranſlation 
was wrought; and yet nothing in common ſenſe is more 
plain , ing that happened either yeſterday or to day 
more known, than that Juſtin Martyr was umn up- 
on, and that all his felow ſufragans were miſtaken; un- 
leſs we will affirm that the Spirit of God was fo, and 
put all the miſtakes and over-ſights of the 70 Interpre- 
rers, Which after all that aac Yoſuu hath ſaid in their 
defence, were very many, ta the divine Spirit, cither im- 
poſing upon all mankind, or being miſtaken and deceived 
it felt ; either of which is almoſt y abſurd and blaſ- 
phemous ro ſuppoſe , becauſe the firſt argues a pravity 
in his Will, the ſecond an imperfettion in his Nature , 
and by both the foundation of all certainty is deſtroyed, 
it beg the ſame thing with reſpe&t to our facultics, 
which depend upon his skill and veracity for their rruth, 


whic- 
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whether he be capable of being deceived himſelf, or be 
of ſuch a fallacious and deceittull nature, that he will 
make no ſcruple of impoſing upon us. 

Sixthly, It is to be conſt that this was the con- 
ſtant practice of the moſt remote antiquity among all aa- 
tions , thar the Myſteries of vheir Region were uſually 
locked up among the Priefts,and kept from the knowledge 
of the common people, and they had either tina 
no writing at all but among the Priefts, and ſuch as was 
to be found in the publick Records or in the ſacred Yo- 
lames, both of which were uſed to be kept in their 7ens- 
ples ; or if they had any, yet it was a diſtind character 
from that which the Prie/ts and Hierophante uſed, which 
was unknown to the ordinary fort of men : fo Porphyrie 
faith of Sanchuniathon, that he took his Hiſtory, ix wv 
rare muy (mum ata x2i TEv is To; lect; dvayertir, 
Out of the publick Records, and ſacred Volumes laid «up in 
the Temples : And Philos faith, that he compared his Hi- 
ſtory, Toi; a7 T9» 23 uTw WerY Gow dmroxeupo Arran 
yetuwunay With the bidden or concealed Monuments of 
the Ammonites which were lay d up in their Temples ; for 
fo I rather chuſe to tranſlate *Auwwlzr, than as Bochar- 
tus doth of the /dols of the Sun, which are called in He- 
brew Chamanim ; for all men that underſtand any thing 
in theſe Grammatical affairs, do know very well that 'Au- 
wares is a very Analagous word from "Ajuacor or 'Aruuny 
to ſignific one of that people or nation ; and I conceive that 
in this place it can, in ſtrict Analogy, ſignifie nothing elſe: 
So alſo Diodorus Siculws, fpeaking of the letters of the 
Fgyptians, ſaith, they had two forts in uſe among them, 
one which was the publique letter of the whole Nation, 
the other peculiar to the Priefts, derived down to them 
ſucceſſively trom Father to Son, and kept ſecret among 
themſelves. 


Tt Laertius, 
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Laertivs, in the life of Democritus, giving a Catalogue 
of the Books which he wrote , among others mentions 
theſe two, mel Tir «4 Micly, and 121 Ty os Bafungn 


i220 Tow, of the ſacred Charatters in Meroe and 
Babylon. 


And laſtly, Theodorer in his Queſtions upon Geneſis , 
&%s To; hun; vari; Bri Ting Vos yaggution, yeurun- 
Tww is; vegas; mers In the Grecian Temples 
there were certain pecnliar charatters, which were called 
leegmas', that is to ſay, the letters or charatters of the 
Prieſts, where when Bechartw, from whom I have bor- 
rowed theſe Citations, would interpret {dunarei vact in a 
larger ſenſe , for any Barbarows or Heathen Temples ; it 
is certain that this is precarious, it it be not falſe, and 
that the more ſtrit interpretation, by which t>?2w in 
Greek is uſually oppoſed to Sag&245., is the more likely 
to be true. 

From hence it - = = Greeks are _ to call that 
ſecret learning which is among the Prieſts by the 
name of ne, the Minden a trom the Heres Sa- 
thar, latwit, the Participle of which in Zepbal is Maſtar, 
and from thence is the Greek Mugagis or Murfeuy , ap- 
plyed afterwards peculiarly by the Greet Fathers to the 
conſecrated Elements of the Holy Excharift ; tor this rea- 
ſon, becauſe the Catechumens themiclves, and much more 
the & if» , thoſe that were pertettly without the pale of 
the Church, were not admitted to fee or know any 
thing of the folemn adminiſtration of that holy Supper ; 
infomuch that in their Homilies or Sermons, or other Diſ- 
courſes, they never allowed themſelves to talk plainly 

ing it, that the knowledge of thoſe ſecrets might 
not-by any means be imparted to any, but ſuch as were 
admitred into the moſt order of Chriſtians, and 


were in the ſtricteſt degree of tellowſhip and communi- 
on with the Church. 


Where- 
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Wherefore when ever they had occaſion to touch upon 
any thing of thoſe holy rites, the knowledge of which 
was not permitted to any but the pertect Chriſtian, they 
were uſed to ſpeak ot it only in very general terms, clo- 
ſing up their dark and general expreſſions with an fbrzow 
{4 wtunuiru, that is, the initiated or the perfect Chri- 
ſtians underſtand what I mean ; and by the Analogy 
with this, to obſerve that alſo, now it lies fo fairly in my 
way , the Turks at this day are uſed to call thoſe who 
are Atheiſtically given, or rather they are uſed to call 
themſelves, (as arrogating a more extraordi knows 
ledge to themſelves above their neighbours, only tor be- 
ing more ignorant and ſtupid nach are) the Muſarim, 
that is, % ammerovmueri, the profound or deep ſearchers 
into the nature of things, for Sour in Hebrew is receſit , 
and Moeuſar the Participle in Fophal is qui in receſſu la- 
tet ; and Monuſarin, as | have faid, are the profound and 
deep Philoſophers of the times, as this ſort of people uſu- 
ally account themſelves, and laugh at all that are piouſly 
or ſcriouſly diſpoſed, as a pack ot filly, ſuperſtitious mor- 
tals frighted by publick tales, by clouts and ſcare-crows, 
the cratty inventions of Prieſts and Politicians to keep 
the — / in awe. 

Laſtly, By the ſame Analogy it is that the Turks call 
themſelves Maſblemen, that is to ſay, the faithful, the 
perfett or the elett, for Shallem is | gy beatum eſſe , 
and from thence in Hophal Muſb/am , and by the addi- 
tion of a Tartiſh termination Mu/bleman ( as from the 
Chalday Tirgem is the Turkiſh, Drogerman tor an Inter- 
araver \ is a perfett or bleſſed man, or a profeſſor of the 
trae Religion, in which appellation the Mahbometans 
hug themlielves, as their_felow Predeſtinarians n_ us 
are uſed to do, and learn to deſpiſe and hate the ret of 


4 Now 
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Now if it be true, yy x ny. that this 
was the cuſtom of all che ancient World, to keep their 
ſacred Volumes locked up in the Temples, and concealed 
from the knowledge of the common people ; if this were 
the cuſtom of the Ammonites and the /Zgyptians, both 
of them ſo near neighbours to the //raelites, then theſe 
two things ſeem plain. 

Firſt, If you add this | cuſtom to what hath 
been ſaid betore to prove that the common Jews had little 
or no acquaintance with their law , I hope all this, taken 
together, will at leaſt ſtrengthen what former proof hath 
. been given, it it may not pretend to be a new proof by 
it ſelt. 

Secondly, If we ſhould ſuppoſe that the Fews had ge- 
nerally that familiar knowledge of, and acquaintance with 
the law which is denied, what extreme madneſs and 
folly would it have been in this caſe for them to relapſe 
to the Idolatries and Superſtitions of the Heathen World, 
that is, to run out of the light of noon, into the darkneſs 
of midnight, to leave a Religion which they ly 
underſtood, and were not capable to be abuſed by the 
crait and ſubtilty of deſigning Prieſts, to embrace that, 
where all was = ſecret, and where they were in per- 

of being impoſed upon by the deſigns and 
artifices of thoſe whoſe trade and livelihood depended 
wholly upon the credulity and ignorance of the people ? 
or would they not rather have ſaid to any that ſhould 
have endeavoured to perſwade them to make fo fooliſh 
and ſo unaccountable an exchange of their Religion, as 
our Sauiour ſaid to the Samaritane Woman , Tou know 
wot what you worſhip, we know what we worſhip, for ſalva- 
tion is of the Fews? So that beſides the direct proof of this 
aſſertion, which this conſideration will afford, here is 
alſo a Demonſtratio per abſurdum , and the manifeſt in. 
convenience of the contrary opinion is enough to over- 
throw it. Seventhly, 
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Seventhly, For this reaſon the law is called the Cove- 
nant of Levi, Malach. 2.4. And ye ſhall know that I have 
ſent this commandment unto you, that my covenant might 
be with Levi, ſaith the Lord of Hoſts. Not but that the 
Covenant was made in common with the whole people of 
Iſrael, but it is calked the Covenant with Levi , becauſe 
as it follows v. 7. The Prieft's lips ſhould keep knowledge, 
and they ſhould feet the law at his mouth, far he is the 
meſſenger of the Lord of Floſts. And then v. 8. to ſhow 
how eaſie it was for them, who had the entire poſſeſſion 
of the law to themſelves, and who were the Oracles up- 
on whom the people toimpoſe upon them, and 
abuſe them at hes pleaſure ; it is added, But ye are de- 
parted out of the way , ye bave cauſed many to ſtumble at 
the law, ye have corrupted the covenant of Levi. 


Eighthly and haſtly, It is to be conſidered that in all 
the moſt ancient times of the Fewi/b Church, the facred 
Volume conſiſted wholly of Conſonants, and that the 
Vowels were ſupplyd, without the help of any viſible 
Characters, by the $kill or rraditionary uſage of the 
Prieſts, among whom it was preſerved ; that it had no 
Vowels viſibly and determinately ſet down, is evident 
from the Genius of all the Eafters languages, to all ot 
which this defect did anciently belong , and from the 
Writings of all the Rabbinical Dottors, whether Ancient 
or Modern, who always have, and ſtill do continue to 
thisday, to write down only the Conſonants, or unſound- 
ing Letters, leaving the Vowels to be __— by the 
$kill or conjecture of their Readers ; and, laſtly, trom all 
the ancient MSS. of the Hebrew Bible it felt ; of which 
Iaac Yoſhus, who had ſeen Two thouſand, an incredible 
number , affirms, that he never ſaw any ancienter than 
Six hundred years, which had the Maforethical Vowels 
and Accents annexed to it. 


Now. 
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Now it being clear and evident, to thoſe who under 
ſtand any thing of theſe matters, from the nature of the 
thing it ſelf, and from the experience of thoſe differences 
which are to be found, by comparing the ſeveral Tranſla- 
tions, which have been made out of the Original Fe- 
brew with one another, by collating the ſeventy, and the 
Chalday Paraphraſts, and the fragments of Symmachug, 
Aquila and Theodotion, the Vulgar Latin, andthe ancient 
Medraſhes or Jewiſh Expoſitions and Paraphraſes toge- 
ther, ( ſomewhat of which hath been already attempred 
by Cape#us , but yet ſo as that, without any detraftion 
from that incomparable work , there is ſtill an infinite 
field remaining for the induſtry ot others to exerciſe it 
ſelt )-I fay, it being evident from all this, that the ſame 
Conſonants are capable of, and have been actually pointed 
with different Vowels, which different Vowels ſhall con- 
ſlitute different words by themſelves, and ſhall by the 
change of one or more ſuch words make a different ſenſe 
to ariſe in a ſentence taken rogether according to the 
ſeveral poſſibilities of variation in the fame clauſe or ſen- 
rence ; it is manifeſt that every new way of pointing, 
is in efle& a new Comment or Paraphraſe upon the Text, 
in which this variation is made. 

But beſides this there is alſo another ſort of variation 
to be conſidered, to which the Scriptures of the Od 
Teſtament are eaſily, and have been aCttually expoſed ci- 
ther by the miſtakes, or by the wiltull and induſtrious 
fault of the Tranſcribers , and that is by the likeneſs of 
Conſonants either as to their found or figure cither in the 
Old Samaritane, or in the preſent Afyria» Charater ; 
ſuch as arc the changes of a Daleth, a Reſs and a Lamed, 
by reaſon of likeneſs in figure, or of an FHajin and an 
Aleph, being both gutturals, for the ſimilitude of ſound, 
into one another ; of which ſort of alterations there are 
an incredible number of inſtances to be found , by com- 


paring 
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paring the ſeveral Tranſhtions with one another, to ſay 
nothing of that"addition which might be made to theſe 
by a compariſon of all thoſe M SS. which are extant at 
this day , nor to take notice of the Xeri and the Xetib of 
the Maſoreth it felt, or of the various readings of Bex 
Aſher and Ben Nephthali, that is, to fay of the Eaſters 
and Weſtern Jews. 

Now whoever ſhall conſider theſe rwo cauſes of dif- 
ferent reading or different interpretation, and ſhall with- 
all ſuppoſe the ancient Jews to have been every one of 
them obliged to tranſcribe an entire Copy ot the Law 
tor himſelt, and to have read it without any Points and 
Vowels ; and, laſtly, ſhall compare this with the miſtakes 
to which men are tubject, the wotull ignorance and want 
of ſenſe, to which the common crowd of all Nawons is 
uſually expoſed, and much more the Fews, who are by 
nature a ſtupid, melancholly and ſuperſtitious fort of men; 
and with the conceits and prejudices, the love ot novelty, 
the natural itch of being thought wiſer than their ack. 
ers, and the wicked ambition which in all ages and na- 
tions poſſeſſes many mens breaſts, of overthrowing and 
unſetling the preſent eſtabliſhment of things, of difobey- 
ing their ſuperiours, of gathering Churches or Congre- 
gations, as the Modern phraſe is, that is, of ſiding into 
Factions and Parnes, ms of diſturbing the publique peace 
and quict upen religious pretences ; and then let him tell 
me whether it were fafe after all this to intruſt every pri- 
vate perſon to tranſcribe the Law or Prophets, or to 
point it for himſelf, that is, in effect ro make all the al- 
terations in Religion, which either ignorance, careleſneſs 
or deſign can introduce ; nay, whether it would not have 
been impoſlible, in fo great variety of reading and inter- 
pretation as this would have unavoidably occaſioned, but 
that the Jewiſh Nation muſt have been canton'd and di- 
vided into as many Se&ts, as there were different poſlibi- 


litics 
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lities of interpretation,” ariſing from either of the two 
cauſes , Which have been md ſpecified and aſſigned. 


What canfuſion would this have introduced into the 
Ceremonial = ot the Moſatque Law, whike every alre- 
ration of a letter or Vowel would have made a new Cere- 
mony, and there would have been as great diverſity of 
rites as there was poſſibility of variation, and all . 
iog, to the ſame divine authority to juſtific and vouch 
themſelves ? how would the people, out of that innova- 
ting humour which is natural to the populace of all the 
world, have divided and ſubdivided themſelves into ſeve- 
ral Parties, Conventicles and Factions ? and how would 
the Prieſts, as faſt as revenge, or ambition, or opiniatrity 
and agecttation ſhould prompt them, have _ themſelves 
in the head of diſagreeing Sets, and would have tomented 
thoſe differences among the Jews with the fame real or 
pretended zeal and carneſtneſs that the Now-conformiſts 
do now among us, only with this advantage , that the 
Jews might have done it, when the interpretation of 
places, for want of a ſtanding pun&ation, was left ſo much 
to every man's honeſty and judgment, with infinitely 
greater plauſibility and of warrant from above, 
than our diſſenting Incendiarics can do, who are ſo ſhame- 
fally driven out of all their poſts, unleſs it be their igno- 
rance, knavery and impudence, which are citadels im- 
pregnable againſt all the power of argument in the world, 
and can only be taken in by the faithtull and vigorous exc- 
cution of ſevere and wholeſome Laws ? how would they 
have lampoon'd +and ridicul'd the Prophets ? and how 
would the ſeveral Parties, by a f way of reading, 
pointing or accentuation have diſc the ſeveral Pro- 
phecics at one another > Laſtly , what ſtrange uncer- 
rainty would this have brought upon the Law and Pro- 
phets > how would it have contounded all thoſe Prophe- 
CCS 
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typified ſhadowed out the coming of the Meſſias ? 
And by conſequence how would it have lexed and 
enta , nay, plainly evacuated and diſanulled all the 
evidence which we have, beſides the unqueſtionable mi- 
racles of our Seaview and his Apoſtles, tor the Chriſtian 
Religion + how would it have and defeated that 
—_— PI , upon 
which he himſelf hid ſo mighty ſtreſs, that he deſpaired 
any miracle, how great ſoever, ſhould perſwade them , 
with whom the teſtimonies of Moſes and the Prophets 
were of no force and ſignification ? For upon ſuppoſition 
of ſuch infinite variation, as the Promiſcuous uſe of the 
ginal Z7ebrew, before the uſe of points, would have in- 
uced, ty yy 
of any weight or value Fithpany conſiderative or think- 
ing man , ſe the ſeveral readings by their mutual 
—_ would have deſtroyed and ſupplanted one 
anot 
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that it ſeems rather to have been denied to moſt of the 
Priefts and Levites themſelves; for we are to conſider 
that in the diſtribution of the Levites to their ſeveral em- 
ployments, there were none admitted to the attual exer- 
ciſe of -any facred ofhce wharſoever, till rhey were ar- 
nved to the age of twenty years, and that at _—_ 
they were only capable of the more ſervile or y- 
work employments ; and as they arrived to greater ma- 
turity of years, ſo they were admitted to offices and 
nplaateres of-0 mee hemmardfo nmr, then thee 
were ſome appoi for Porters, others for Singers, 
CORE pncy o HRC 

Lord, without any obligation that appears to any 
particular ſtudy of the whole Law : And fo tor thoſe that 

Uu 


were 


i Mo OV he ſacrifices 
were em mn or ing t ifices, of 
in ſprinkling the blood , it was not requiſite they ſhould 
learn this $kill by a converſe and acquaintance 
SL 

tot niſteries as 
EE ents wet oe tas, 
without ſwelling it into a much larger Volume, than that 


religious worſhip; as becauſe it is ſeen that things of this 
nature, that is, the ceremony and formality ot Offices, 
whether Civil or Divine, may be and are attually handed 
down wo men in a fraditionary way ; as it 15 for a 
man , and many a man and the 
Laws of ſufficiently well, and yet in the praftice 
of a parti Law-Court, is not halt fo well killed as 
an ordinary Attorney. 

Beſides all which, it is ſtill further to be conſidered , 
that at the return from the Captivity of Babylen, as hath 
been already obſerved , E/dr« did not only inftrudt the 
people m the know of rhe Law, but allo the Priefts 
and the s ther ——_ Ar 
have been needleſs, if all the Prieſts had equally in- 
_ + hn he fd ge Pon 

m matrers to their particu- 
kar charges, which as well as the Law it ſelf, were now 


; A Eons had nor been cither 
or very nigh as ignorant as the common peo- 


cular knowledge and, 
the family of 4aras, who were thoſe Priefds, moſt pro- 
perly and firidtly © called, whoſe /ips in the 


warki, the Original MS. of the Law it felt, or the moſt 
Authentique and unqueſtionable Copy ot it, was commit- 
ted, Dea. 17. 18. 

It is not certainly for nothing that the Letter or Com- 
miſſion of Aer xes toE/dras in Foſephus is thus ſuperſcribed, 
Ende light xa) draymucy T6 Io ria, to E/dras the 
Prief. and Reader or Interpreter of the Law of God; and 
ſo he is called again afterwards in the body ot the Epiſtle 
4, ng on =_ intimation, = — 

reading, and much more of interpreting the Law, was 
in the time of E/dra, a great rarity among the Prieſts 
themſelves ; for that by areyrarx or Reader, ſomewhat 
more is implied, than what the Jews afterwards in their 
Synagogue worſhip called Chazaw, and the Greets ſorme- 
times axe29w5m, is evident from the words of Epiphanius 
in the FHerefie of the AEbienites, who calls the Hebrew 
Chazanim, by an Heleniſtical word "AZavrirai, and inter- 
prets it in Greek by Jiaxay or vngim:, which is the 
very word uſed in Se. Letes Goſpel; and it is plain from 
that place of St. Lake, and from the interpretation of Eps- 
phanius, ang the place above cited out of the Tractate 
Sacca, that no more was meant by it than an ordinary 
Reader in one of our Pariſh-Churches ; whereas E/dra 
was not only a Prieft, but a Prixft of greateſt note and 
Uu 2 dignity 
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| ews at time, as & i 
, as well by the ſacred Story, as teſtimony 
of Joſephus, who calls him, Antig. L.X1. co 5. rexr& 
lewd; T6 Mag, the chief Prieft of the people, that 1s, of 
that part of them, = Ss out of Babylon into Fu. 
dea, which all the Jews = —_ the High = x of the 
whole nation , proper . | ill behind, 
whoſe name in the ed of Eſdras was Joakim, and was 
—_ RE by his — =_ in- 
ill iff Bavylon, as Joſe ; Which is ſtill x 
_ to bes choſe reſt teſtimonies of the an- 
cient Fathers, whereby they would make E/dras, to have 
recovered the law after it was periettly loſt, by a divine 
inſpiration ; for certainly it is not very likely that the 
High Prieſt himſelf, who was chiefly concerned to under- 
ſfand the law, was any whit leſs knowing in it than E/ 
dra, much leſs that all the ſucceſſion, during that Inter- 
val, which conſiſted of three ſeveral perſons aceording 
ro Jyjophes, that is, Jeſws, and Joatim, and Eliaftm, were 
all of them ſo utterly unacquainted with the law, and 
with their office, as they muſt be, it this opinion of the 
Fathers be admitted for truth ; beſides that what Joſephus 
faith of E/dras, that he was T5» Mavotrs; ican ixav3; Tam 
T6%, ſufficiently or competently skilled in the law of Mo- 
ſes, is very ſhort of a divine ,inſpiration. 


It being therefore thus clear from ſo many irrefragable 
arguments, that the reading of the law till atter the tranſ- 
lation of the ſeventy was not permitted the commonalty 
of the Jews, ( which if it had, it would have been im- 
poſſible, that both rhe law and e during this inter- 
val, ſhould have been ſo utterly loſt. 

It being certain that they were kept in this ignorance 
and darkneſs, even in the time of their beſt Kings, of 
David, and Solomon, and Joftab ; and that it was fo far 
from 
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being di ed by God himſelf, that it ſeems ex- 
preſly a by him, in thoſe words of the Prophet 
Malachi, which I have produced. . 

Laſtly, It being no lefs evident, that ſuch a conceal. 

ment of the Law, from the knowledge of the common 
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it, b ing them to the cheats and impoſtures 

of the Priefts. as - is at this day in the Church rm 

ts meaſure, and by being in all probabilify the 

{on of their ſo frequently relapſing into the Idola- 
trous worſhip of the Nations round about them. 

From hence we have another pregnant inſtance how 
ſtrict and rel:gious care was had to the preſervation of 
peace and unity in the Jewiſh Church ; and this example 

into its conſequences, is ſtill a ſtronger argumence 
tor all thoſe humane means of P_—_ peace, 
which if quietly ſubmitted to and obeyed, will bring to 
paſs that bleſſed end they aim at, without expoſing us 
to any of thoſe dangers and inconveniences with which 
this Jewiſh prohibition was atrended. 

It it were lawfull or warrantable, among the ancient 
Jews, to prohibit the reading of the Scriptures, or ſo 
much as to permit them not to be read, becauſe the rea- 
ding of _ ——_ a with this fatal conſe- 

ce, that it would infallibly through the perverſneſs 

X bad, or the unskiltulneſs of Y norant __ been 
the occaſion of great ſchiſms and diſorders in the Jewiſh 
—— m—_ Stare, (as s _ un, it muſt nceds 
ve proved,) notwit ing t danger and in- 
convenience to which the protubition ie fel was expoſed ; 
then certainly all thoſe humane inſtitutions which tend 
to the ſame end, without the ſame or any like inconve- 
nience are undou lawtull and fit to be commanded, 


and conſequently fit and neceſſary to be obey'd. 
The 


; 
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The deſign of Religion is tho pegce and ha 

Wo gs go whatever does in R_- 
nature, -or in its dire&t neceſſary conſequence, tend 
to the diſquiet and diſturbance of the world, s naturally 
forbidden to men conſidered as members of a civil ſocie- 


with equal juſtice and neceſſity 

the ſame caſe in the permiſſion o chogs is 

in the publique allowance of every man's 

and humour, as to the circumſtances and external 

fications of _=—_ m—_— if this be always found by 

experience to be a means 

ons and Parties, of ———— 

uniting their intereſts, and 
Ge irs wckidbie den, 

tollows plainly, that a iti0n under 

: 4 which & the _P _y _= ſuch 

, is, becauſe , the 

Rm 


di 
peace and welfare of Mankind, awfall and a 


bent on the Civil Magiſtrate, to whom the care of the 
publique peace and fatety is committed ; which it he ſhall 


ds to God tor the greateſt breach 
of truſt of which ry is capable ; 
and it being at every man's own choice, not 
conſider! kia wh ltenter of « Srainy, what inditf- 
circumſtance he will make uſe of in 
divine worſhip, otherwiſe there could be no indifferent 


or engages 
liberty to the ys Will of the Supreme Cavil Power, 
Or , with which 


bargain or compact, he is nature 
hoods 


FEES 
Ml 
2 
= 
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== ED aol diſlaticn 

a to an | diftolution , 
it ma muſt be reſtrained with the fame care, with 
which Rebellion or Anarchy ſhould be avoided ; which 
being the dire&t contrariery to Government, or the return 
of Society into a ſtate of nature, is that in whoſe preven- 
tion by all neceſſary means the Magiſtrate is «chiefly 
concerned. 

We find in Scripture that even divine Laws themſelves 
are ſometimes of no force or obligation, when a particu- 
hr a& of Charity or Mercy cither to man or beaſt is con- 
cerned ; as when David and his followers ate the ſhew- 
bread, which could not legally be eaten by any but the 
Priefts ; and for the ſame reaſon the plucking a Sheep 
out of a pit, the pulling of cars of Corn, and healing of 
the bli nn ee , are allowed not to be a 
violation of the Sabbath , expreſly contrary to 
the words of that Commandment , her nb age Mn 
tion of the Sabbath, or a feriation from all manner 
ot work or labour is enjoyned ; which how ſtrictly it 
was obſerved, not only by the ſuperſtition of the Jews, 
but by the intment of God humſelf, in caſes where 
there was no ſuch abſolute neceſiry , we know by the 
puniſhment of him, who was ſtoned by the whole con- 
gregation for gathering of ſticks on the Sabbath day. 

It therefore a divine Law may be diſpenſed with in 
caſes of neceſſity, at the and diſcretion of men, 
what can be more plain than that upon the ſame account 
a humane law may j be enatted z For this reaſon, 
—_—_ di | an divine Law, in —_— 

| excepted in the Law it ſelf, is every whit as 
much —_— inſtitution, as any poſitive humane 
Law ; and if there be the fame reaſon of neceflity in both 
caſes, that is, for the welfare of a particular perſon, and 
much more of a whole ſociety, they are both of m—_ 
equ 
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wo jon ; neither will it avail any thing in this 
od inguiſh berwixt humane inſtitutions in ſacred 
and in civil Matters, for certainly the obſervation of the 
Sabbath belongs to.the former of theſe ; and if humane 
laws may determine in what particular inſtances the Sab- 
bath is violated, and in what it is not, that is, in what 
manner the Sabbath ſhall be obſerved; then it may as 
well determine, nay, and much more, arty other bare ex- 
ternal circumſtance of Worſhip whatſoever. 

But above all things, we can never too re- 
fle& upon what hath been faid as to the prohibition of 
reading the Law and Prophets to the Jews of old, which 
being a thing drawing ſo great inconvenience after it, 
and which could have no other gocd meaning tharr to 

ſerve the peace and unity of the Fewi/h Church, which 

have ſhown plainly, without this prohibition could ne- 
ver have been preſerved ; this certainly extends in its con- 
ſequence with much more _ yo to all _ CX- 
pedients of publique lafety, whatever they be, 
which have no ſuch nc attending ; which to 
be ſure muſt be the caſe of all indifferent matters, which 
would otherwiſe ceaſe to be indifferent , and by being 
manifeſtly hurtfull would loſe their name. 

But let not any man for all this think or ſuggeſt, that 
in this I favour the cauſcof the Papiſts, who deny the Po- 
pulace the uſe of Bibles in the a tongue ; for in the 
firſt place I only repreſent matter of fa, without making 
any application ; in the ſecond I fay there is great diſpari- 
ty of reaſon betwixt the Papiſts and the Fews ; for had the 
Vowels been added to the Conſonants in the F/ebrew Bi. 
bles, fo as the ſenſe might have been more plain and leſs 
ſubjeCt cither to errour or deſign, which is the caſe of all 
our Bibles in the Modern T there had not then 
been the ſame reaſon to keep them lock't up —_ 
Prieſis that there was ; and it would have been as fafe ro 

permit 
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it every man the uſe of the Law and Prophets for 
is own private reading, as it was after the ſeventy had 
compleated their Tranſlation, after which the know- 
mA of the Law was diffuſed in common among all the 
ews., : 
Again, If the Law had contained only matters of Mo- 
raliry and rules of Lite, which is the main buſineſs of the 
Goſpel , it could not have been ſo lyable to any dange 
rous corruption, becauſe it would be more diffcul tor 
any Do&rine to gain credit among men, which contra- 
dicted the common ſenſe and the common intereſt of 
Mankind ; but in a book of Rituals and Formaſities of 
external worſhip, as diflerent readings muſt have pro- 
duced different rites, ſo thoſe different rites would have 
0g ae ſo many different Parties and Faftions among 
the Fews. 

Fourthly, It was abſolutely nece before the ap- 
pearance of our Saviour in the world, that the Scriptures 
of the Old Teſtament ſhould be lay'd open to the know- 
ledge both of Few and Gentile, to prepare them for the 
reception of the Meſtas that was to come, and to render - 
them the more inexcuſable, eſpecially the former, it at 
his a they did not give him that welcome and 
reſpettfull entertainment, which was due to the great- 


nels of his charater and 
Fifthly, We are ex commanded in ſeveral places 
of the N. T. to ſcarch the Scriptures, we are told that all 


Scripture is written for our inſtruction, and Timothy is 
commended by St. Pzx/ for his knowledge of the Scrip- 
rure from his youth upwards ; and ſince all theſe places 
in the New Teſtament, where the Scripture or Scrip- 
tures are mentioned are to be underſtood of the Old, this 
is ſufficient to ſhow how neceflary it was ſometime betore 
our Saviour's appearance, and at that time it ſelf, and 
ever ſince, that the Scriptures of the Old Teſtament _—_ 
XN x c 


(338) 
be lay'd open and expoſed ro'the view of Few and Gentile, 
becauſe Moſes and the Prophets did teſtific of the Meftas ; 
and it would have been impoſſible to underſtand how all 
the Prophecies and Types of the Old Teſtament were 
ED the perſon, _—__ -— a - = Meſfras, 
wit comparing the Life H: of rhat perſon, 
and thoſe types and prophecies t ay 

Sixthly, Since we are commanded in the Scr! of 
the New Teſtament to ſtudy and ſearch into the Scrip- 
tures of the Old ; and that only for this reaſon, becauſe 
they bear their teſtimony to the Meſtas, whoſe types and 
ſhadows are explained and unfolded in the Geſpe/ : this 
15 ſufficient to ſhow the obligation we are under, to ſearch 
the Scriptures of the New Teſtament alſo, becauſe they 
can neither be ſufficiently underſtood without one ano- 
ther ; and the reading of the Old is enjoyned us only for 
that reaſon, that we may compare it with the New for 
= better underſtanding of both, and eſpecially the 

atter, 

Seventhly, Since the Hiſtory of our Saviour's Birth 
and Life, and Miracles and Sufferings are fo faithfully 
and particularly ſet down in the Goſpels, as this was un- 
jonably intended for the of all ſucceeding 
generations, who would otherwiſe have loſt that Hiſtory, 
or have received it, corrupted and imbezled by fooliſh and 
ridiculous Fables ; fo the greateſt benefit which _—__—_ 
can receive from a Narrative of this nature, 1s to be ex- 

from the Original Narrative it ſelf, or from fuch a 
taithfull tranſlation, as keeps the cloſeſt to the literal and 
Grammatical ſenſe of the Original ; beſides, that ſuch 
Tranſlations, made by men of tearning and integrity in 
all ages, into the vulgar tongue, for the uſe of the common 


, are a perpetual ſecurity againſt all the corruptions 
Cod impoſinrs of ſuperſtitious , ignorant or To nr 
men. 


Eighthly, 


people, as ni 
may be in the very words, which, it may vents 
divine Pen-men t lves, had they been to interpret 
their own books into Engliſh, or any other Modern lan- 
would have uſed; ſo there are alſo matters of 
Faith and Praftice : The firſt of which as containing my- 
ſteries above humane comprehenſion, ought to be deli 
vered as exactly as is poſlible in the very words of the 
inſpired Writers, to doe otherwiſe, being cither to pretend 
to explain thoſe things which cannot be explained, or to 
make myſteries of our own, inſtead of ing thoſe 
of God and Religion. And then as to the rules of life 
and practice, they can never appear in a more Authori- 
tative or becoming garb, thin in that which God him- 
felt hath put them ; neither can the native ſumplicity and 
—_ the Goſpel, that peaceable and gentle temper 
which it breathes from it felt, and is ape to inſpire into 
all that converſe with it, be any way fo advant 

and fo profitably ted ro the world, =_ every 
man's peruſing the Goſpels and Epiſtles tor him _— 
ding the very Sermons of our Saviour himſelf, and the ad- 
vices of his immediate followers and Apoſties, in thoſe 
very words, or their equivalents in which they were de- 
livered. 

Ninthly, h it cannot be deny d when we have 
ſo many and fo fad experiences to convince us of the 
truth of it, that the reading of the Holy: Scriptures in 
the vulgar tongue is attended with many inconvemences 
from the perverſineſs, the deſign, or the ignorance of men; 
So — 
as that they ought to in an competition 
ESTER SD 

more an con j00 
ye on X x ; Tenthly, 
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Tenthly, Theſe inconveniences are not. ſo great as 
thoſe to which not only particular perſons, but Religion 
it ſelf is expoſed by the contrary extreme, that is, by 
keeping the Bible lockt up in an unknown language , 
which 1s in it ſelf, and has been found by experience in 
the Romiſb Church, to have been the cauſe of all thoſe 
monſtrous Idolatries and Superſtitions , all thoſe abſurd 
Fables and fooliſh Traditions, with which that communion 
is at this day polluted ; and which inſtead of being fo 
zealouſly prattiſed , and ſo eagerly purſued after by the 
Votaries of that way, would by the light of Scripture, if 
they were to take their meaſures from thence, be ſuffici- 
ently detected and proportionably abhorred ; which is not 
only manifeſt from the repugnancy ot the Scripture it 
ſelf, to ſuch abominable trumperics and wicked impoſiti- 
ons upon the belief or practice of men, bur alſo trom the 

—_ of the reformed Churches _ that - Rome, 
whuch proceeds altogether upon Scriptural meaſures, and 
cannot be juſtified upon any other pretence ; and ſtill in 
all ages, ever fince the corruption ot Chriſtianity by the 
Romiſh artifices, from its firſt ſimplicity into a fardle of 
abſurdities and innovations, thoſe gaintull impietics have 
been proportionably deteed, as there was more or leſs 
of — W—_—_ light and truth ſhining forth in the 
wor 

Eleventhly, There never can any fo great inconveni- 
ence happen by a promiſcuous uſe of the Holy Scrip- 
tures in the vulgar tongues, which may not in a 
meaſure, it not Seema, be remedy'd by the f:rift and 
impartial ſeverity of wholeſome Laws; and where Laws 
do not govern the outward practices of men, though 
they have nothing to doc with private opinions, whule 
they remain ſuch and do not walk abroad ; there the 

overnment muſt of neceſſity be diſſolved, and all the 
ks of order and focicty muſt give place to a deluge of 
Enthuſiaſm and Fanatique madaoeſs. Tweltthly, 
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Twelfthly, There can no miſchief or inc nvenience 
follow upon a publique allowance of reading the ſcrip- 
tures in the vulgar tongues, if there be but fuch re- 
ſlraints laid upon the practices and opinions of men, as 
are of abſolute neceſſity to the peace and ſecurity of every 
Commonwealth ; and it thus much may not be allowed, 
if every man ſhall be permitted not onely to reade the 
Scriptures, but to interpret them as he pleaſes, and to 
practiſe in conſequence of his interpretation ; —_— 
gious are the tollies, ſo ſtrong the prejudices, fo rath and 
inconſiderate the zeal, fo wicked and deteſtable the de- 
ſigns of abundance of men ; that if this be the truc En- 
gliſh of Goſpel-liberty ; if this be that liberty which Chri# 
came to purchaſe tor us, and which he hath entailed up- 
on every follower or diſciple of his, then his followers, 
though agreeing in this, That _——_ acknowledge him 
and unontmenrhng ner will yet _ t ſtrite and 
variance t ves; nay, and perhapsat greater 
r00, than if ehay had been deſtitute of fecha — 
guide, who by ſuch an ungovernable, unbounded liberty 
of interpretation, ſpeaking no certain ſenſe, but accom- 
modating himſelt in all things, to the follies, prejudices 
and deſigns of ignorant or wicked men, will inſtead of 
being the Prince of Peace, and the healer of all breaches 
and animoſities among us, prove the certain and infal- 
lible cauſe of infinite miſery and diſtration to the 


world. 


- 


The Second EX ERCITATION, 


Concerning the true Promumciation of the Te- 
tragrammaton, or four lettered Name of God 
among the Jews; As alſo concerning the Pytha- 
—_—_ Tetractys and other Philological matters 
that have a connexion with it. 


Ben Ezra in the Introduction to his Paraphraſe u 
A the Book of Ether tells us the Samaritanes _ 


uſed to wut. kg thereby that 


there mentioned verſe 31. may in ſome ſenſe be com-- 
name of Samaritanes, as 


mtion either of an Zquizorator or 2 falſe Accuſer- 
There is alfo a certaia F/ebrew Gentleman — 
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of a Book called Toledoth Feſbn, or the Boot of the Gene 
rations of Feſws, who is fo kind to our Saviow as to ac- 
knowledge that he was acquainted with the fod ſhem ha- 
meporaſh, the Arcanum nominu Tetragrammati, (2 mighty 
ſecrer it ſeems it was accounted) and if you will believe 
all 'that Szias tells you in "I-79, you may then make 
out to your ſelf a probable account how he came by this 
ſecret, by being ot the number of the Priefts themſelves, 
among whom this ſecret ſeems to have been locked up ; 
but though I grant he knew every thing which was pol- 
ſible ro be known, and that from him, as being God, no 
ſecret could be hid, yet upon the Authority of fuch Jew- 
iſh Fables as theſe, no man will believe any thing that un- 
derſtands what Authority is, and upon what grounds it 
may ſafcly be relied upon : For as to the firſt I thall prove 
that it was not any ſuch ſecret as is pretended, and for the 
latter, beſides many other abſurdities in the Story it ſelf, 
it is certain that our Savior, any otherwiſe than by his 
Virgin Mother's fide, which could not entitle him to the 
Prieſthood, was not of the Tribe of Levi; but of that of 
Fadeah, of which Joſeph his reputed Father was deſcended, 
and in whoſe right by a tacit kind of waz or Adoption 
he was the Son of David and the King of the Fews. 
How long the Jews have been ignorant of the true 
ation of this ſacred Name may'be ſeen in part 
y Phile Fades, who ſeems to have been ignorant of it 
himſelf, and ro pronounce the ſame of the generality of his 
men the Jews, L. 3. de vita Mofis, where he hath 
theſe words, ſpeaking of the Breaf-plate which was to be 
upon. the- Ephod of the High Prieſt, Exod. 28. and par- 
ticularly of the binding of woven work mentioned v. 32. 
” :) mimzMes, amr fipar 3. (us Gr, Thzgg; 
Fxav YAupes ual &., 6 puree Toig az xs 1 aTiay one 
pie xanpllaguiang Hips exon xg Ayes 0s ai, Ges 
0” dw; 70 magg mw tut megyegpunla \ rimua 
grow 
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pros 5 Swan 7) x that is, about the Breaft-plate there 


went as it were 4 a Bracelet, interwoven with the 
our Letters of that name, which it u not er 
rod to [3 a9 hear, anleſs it be in the ur wa gf bu 
firſt rightly prepar'd and purify'd themſetves. Now if it 
can be Ho that Phils had never read the Law if Fe 
brew, then it is phin that he himſelf was ignorant of 
thoſe letters of which this name conſiſted, and this be- 
ſides other inſtances which may be given of his grear 
unskilfulneſs in the Z/ebrew Guſtoms and , can- 
not. be berter made out, than by the place it felt which 
I have juſtly newly produced, in the cloſe of which he 
ſays, Trrexyoduery*\ Timuce pra 5 Aly. 11), the 
logne or Divine, that is, Moſes, ( who tan 
in his Philopatru is called 5 Aly, the Spea- 
ker ) tells ym thy name Met 3" of four letters, which 
Moſes does no where fay ; though indeed as it was deli- 
vered down to Poſterity by hum , it conſiſted of no 
more. 

Neither was Joſephas any more knowing in this AF 
fair, after all his brags of an extraordinary skill above 
other men, than Philo ; his words are theſe, L. 5. 22%. 
ch. 15. ſpeaking of the Head tire of 
Tu) 5 napan'u Euxim way foxeme TCR, : 
I% me} ld yours; MG. lu cipar irrruue — 
leg yeduane , meine >) that is, 
his head was covered with a Linnen Tiara or Mitre, which 
was to be ſurrounded with a blew or purple Lace, about 
which there was to be another binding of gold having the 
four ſacred Letters woven in it, now thoſe four Letters 
are four Vowels. 

Now if theſe four Letters were not Fowels but Con- 
ſonants then it is manifeſt that Joſephus was miſtaken , 
and conſequently was RET with the 7etragram- 
maton in its original a I 

» D ; 


I am 
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I am nat i t that Joſeph Scaliger in his Notes 
upon a fragment of Porpbyric in Exfebias will needs have 
it gwrfarra' in Joſephas docs not lignify Yowe/s pro» 
perly fo Called, but any Letters wl cr, but by the 
tavour of ſo great a man the contrary 1s unan{werably 
maniteſt from the place it ſclt, for it by ye#4@uwnre im- 
mediately foregoing, Letters in general are to be under- 
ſtood, as there is no doubt or queſtion to be made but 
they are, then it is maniteſt that when he adds, rzira 
Gn purferra remeg., theſe Lgtters are the four ganterra, lic 
muſt be fu to reſtrain the genus of yeaguenre or 
Letters to the ſpecies of guntwrra or Yowels ; and to ſay 
otherwiſe is\but to repeat the ſame thing ſeveral times 
over to no purpoſe, it being as much as it Joſephus had 
faid,- that the Mitre of Aaron had a Band about it in- 
terwoven with four Letters, which four Letters were four 
Letters, ſo blind are great men ſometimes out of a too 
indulgent fondnefs for their, own Conceits, when they 
are hunting about, through all the cold ſcents of Criti- 
ciſm to ſupport a very lame and feeble Conjecture, which 
was Scaliger's buſinels in this place. It is plain therefore 
that by garſerra in Joſephus, YVowels are to be underſtood, 
ang (ot he muſt be A _ rods as 
Name was by Phils Byblius out of 
Ps vo. a for there is no other that-I can find or bear 
of conſiſting of fow Yoxels. 

To this place of Fojepbus I ſhall adde another from 
his Antigetties, L. 2. p. 61. by which, though it wall 
ſtill appear more plain , hw! (geree bs wes. 6.6 
this commonly reputed Myſtery, io by the help of what 
he tells us, we ſhall afterwards find a way by which this 
Myſtery ſhell be plainly and demonlſtratively revealed. 

is words are theſe, ſpeaking of the Miracles that were 
wrought to perſwade Moſes, that jt was indeed no ather 
than God himſelf, that was about to ſend hum upon to 
dangerous 


[203] 

ous and fo diſpleaſing an Errant to Pharaoh King 
of Aigypt. Mavis 3” tn moe of; err Aer T5 
Sciev, Srarrhs Te Tour» KATH, ni #x2 271; ab. 
uw, tEtuwh. do); xx} mweglWa: THT > Ford. 
MAS; Os Abu ImnSrls, info winds fuer, dun 
19m Th (Its paovnozs, paris 5) don mares mein tel HF 
as; tn xa} Tu mommy ler env, irs Tr S, fuer 
aur mraxivai Toi; gn; manger MF, nal 3 Ir dun on 
pairs Tu) iaurs 1727109 tay, & mehrivy i; arlownrs; wa- 
onAtgony, me} ig & wo! Shuus vineiy ; that is, Moſes being 
no longer able to withſtand fo great Teſtrmonies of a Div1- 
m/ay, © ving ſeen and heard fo | tary atteſtations of a Di- 
vine Power ; beſought him farther , that he would conts- 
wee to give the ſame Proofs and Evidences of himſelf in 
Aigypt, and that he would wouchſafe to acquaint him with 
his name, that ſo when be came to doe ſacrifice to bim, he 
might entreat him to be preſent to and to accept of his Sa- 
crifice by that name which was moſt pleaſing to him, with 
which requeſt of bis it ſgemed good to the Divine Majefty 
to compl , and to acquaint him with that name of his, which 
was tif] that time unknown to mortal Men, which it is 
not lawful] for me to utter. 

If it be how this name of God, which is the 
moſt proper to him and the moſt expreſſive of his nature, 
as ſhall be hereafter declared ; came ro be ſo great a (e- 
cret, even to the Jews themſelves, who ought in reaſon 
to be the moſt familiarly acquainted with i, as being 
derived from a Root of their own Language, there are 
we = to be gi AO 

Fir general Reverence wWhi prevailed in 
all Nations for the name of God, which by uſed up- 
on every ordinary occafion, would render his Being tefs 
reſpetted, and his Power lefs feared than —_ 42 
amongſt Men, of which we have a very remar In- 
ſtance in an Epigram of an uncertain Authour in the An- 
thology. , Dd z 'O, 
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'Ov wat F, EN Atxara. mragiooue 3 weeds; 


KzrSan. 


Where the Epigrammatiſt ſpeaks in a form of ſolemn 
ſwearing, but docs not name that God to whom he 
makes his appeal. - And © alſo Pindar, as he is cited by 
Rrodexs in bus Notes upon this Epigram, vai ja T Cones ; 
where the Scholiaſt ſays, tnafuins Þ Zputgo b Agyaic 

wavy Ti. (viuuara 7 Riv ; out of reverence to /o 
facred a thing as an Oath and to the Gods to whom the 
appeal ts _—_ the Ancients were wont to leave out the 
names of their Gods, even. then when they ſwear by them. 


So alſo Ariſtephanes in his Bategyu4 — 
Ma +, 64 wir £3” ay & mi; Are je 


where the Scholiaſt thus glolics ppon the placc ; ir 
Ti; brane nai TW f ' T%%6 again, bir jus mer 
siSwai + nin hunafcing x=ew ; that 1s, he ſwears elipti 
cally or imperfeilly, for this. is the cuſtome of the Ancients 
when they ſwear , ſometimes out of reverence to leave wut 
the —_— wn, —_ they invoke, 7 

A cal this ignorance among the fews was 
that this reverence to the name of God, having, in a man. 
ner-worn it out of uſe among, the Jews themſclves, the 
Seventy when came to tranſlate the Law, and Pro. 
phets (if indeed thay 6 OIOy Hah GE een tame, 
which is much queltioned by karned Men ). would not 
expoſe that holy name to the view. and knowledge of the 
Gentile world, which had been either very nigh or a/ts- 
gether.conccaled from the Jews themdelves ; and cherctorc 
a their Tranſlation they. always render it by K&:G.,, a 
name: in, Greek equally (ignificative, of Exiftexce and Au. 
thority 
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thority together, the frft of which, as being the baſis of 
- 4: _ — WM the foundation of _ latter. So 
that t Scriptures not bei itred 
the common |; a (as? = part — 
and ſhall prove more largely and more cleatly by and 
by) till ſuch time as the Verſion of the Seventy prevail. 
ed in the world, and was expoſed equally —_ 
and peruſal both of Jew and Gentile; it is no w 
that this Ignorance in fo im a matter inſtead of 
being improved by that 7raxſiation, ſhould rather be con- 
firmed and rake detper root from thence, fo as ut- 
terly ro baniſh the Knowledge of it, as well out of the 
Fewiſh as the Gentile world ; fo as had it notbeen for the 
Monuments of Sanchoniathon, and ſome other remains of 
Antiquity, known onely to the more curious and inqui- 
ſirive ſort of men, it had A — — 
and its true pronunciation ve onely d 
at , ans comaad Gin. as it-1s at A gray 
not without a palpable _— of their ignorance in the 
matter, by the Maſorethical Pointers of our preſent He- 
brew Bibles; wherelore Joſephus and Philo not being ac- 
quainted with thoſe monuments of Autiquity which I have 
mentioned, nor with the wg rater wk gd. felt, (which 
[ believe to be true of Philo ally, very proba- 
bly. of the other alſo) at leaſt being ignorant of the true 
punctation of that word, which ſince their being carry'd 
away captive into Babylon was now utterly loit 
the Jews themſelves, it is no wonder they ſpeak of it, as 
of a name which it was not lawtull to utter, being wil- 
ling to excuſe their unskiltulnels by a pretended reverence 
tor that name whoſe truce pronunciation and found they 
did not know. 

Bgt , as-1 have faid, though Joſephus himicli were a 
ſtranger to the Tetragrammaton or name of God goaliſting 
of. four Letters, yet by that light which we may borrow 

Dd 3 from « 
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from him , we may le able ro demonſtrate what this 
Name was, of what Conſonants it conſiſted, and with 
what Vowels it ought to be pginted. 

For in the firſt place, when Moſes deſired to know by 
what name he ſhould invoke Almighty God when he 
was —— ing to him, or rather as the Scripture it felf 
declares it, what name he ſhould make uſe of to Pha 
raoh, as the name of that divine Perſon by whom he was 
wn he adds, ai 5 SG; dirs oruwaha tw T2229 
play, & Tefruy di; areas; mragionr, wi i; & wa! 
Shuks imeiv, God then acquainted him with that name of 
his, which till that time was nnknown to men, and which 
it was not lawfull for Joſephus ro wtrer. Now this name 
of God conſiſting of four Letters, (for it is the Ehjeb 
" aſber Ebjeh, I am that I am, which the Seventy tranſhte 
5 &y, and Philo Judas in more places than one He dw 
5 dy, / am be that is ) it is manifeſt thar this is 
per Tetragrammaton or ſacred Name of God, to which 
the es have always paid fo great and {o juſt a vene- 
ration. 

And if we conſider further that in the Monuments of 
the Greek Antiquity there is extant , as the name of the 

Names among the Jews, ld, as appears by zhe 
voice of Clarins Apollo in Macrobins, and by many other 
Teſtimonies produced by Bechartss, and by two other 
Inſcriptions, the one not known, the other not taken 
notice of by him. 
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Friend Dr. Covel, a preſent great Ornament of that cx- 
cellent Society, of which I have the honour and happineſs 
to be a Mcmber. EF OY 
Laſtly, it by a very little variation protect puſs 
tion, inflcad of Ehbjeb by a ſego!, we ſhall reade it Ehjob 
by an bolem, then by taking away the he which being an aſ- 
pirate in the middle of a word cannot be ex inGreet; 
that which'is left is «&, or for better s ſake id, 
as what the Hebrew calls Ramathaim, the Seventy for the 
ſweetneſs of the ſound have called d2uuaSaiu; and 
this is the reaſon why in Greet it conſiſts but of three 
Letters, whereas in the Hebrew it hath four, becauſe the 
Afpirate which cannot be expreſſed by the Greets any 
where but in the beginning ot a word is loſt, which 1s 
likewiſe acknowledged by Bocbartus in his De Coloniis 
Phenicum, L. 1. c. 9. though in the true Erymon of the 
word la» he be as widely miſtaken ; his words are theſe, 
Huſula Chia oft inſula Serpentis, ex Chinja, Y conſonum + 
Grecis eſt neceſſario omiſſum, ut in law ex Javob Del nomine 
Tetragrammato ; that is, The {ſand Chia ( os Chis) is as 
much as to ſay the Iſlund of a Serpent, from the Syriac binja 
leaving out the V conſonaut which by reaſon of its aſpiration + 
the Greeks caunat expreſs, as in ia from the Hebrew Javob 
which is the Tetragrammaton or four lettered name of God. 
But by his Favour there is nao ſuch word as 74veb in the 
m__ no nor Jabob neither, which was Saint Jerome's 
conceit, though the latter Editioos have read it corrupt- 
ly Jebovab in his Commenzary upon Fai. 8. Prins no+ 
men Domini apad Fcbraos quatuor literarum oft, jod, be, 
van, he, gud proprie Dei vecabulum ſonat & legs peteſt 
Jaboh, by which he would imply that the Greet iu 
anſwers to this Jabob in Hebrew, though fill we gain 
thus mach by this Teſtimony of Saint Zerome, that the 
holy Name of God , uſually called the Zetragrammatow 
was written exactly with the fame letters in hus —_ 
wit 
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with thoſe which are now extant in our Modern Bi- 
bles; and the ſame thing appears likewiſe in the MINI 
of Procopins in Eſajab , which I make no queſtion was 
taken out of the Tetrapla, or Hexapla, or Ottapla of Ori- 
gew in all which Editions, one Colame was the Hebrew 
written th Greet Charaters and with Greet Vowels ; 
but the Name of God, conſiſting of theſe tgur Lertecrs 
which I have mentioned, was, as 1 conceive, ( its true 
pronunciation being at that time unknown to the Jews 
themſelves, or if it were known it was fo ſuperſtitiouſly 
facred that it was thought unlawfull to utter it) exprel- 
ſed onely by its Conſonants without the addition of any 
Vowels, which being read backwards according to the 
Eaſtern Faſhion, is exattly the Procopian TIITTL. And 
if this explication of i which I have given be the true, 
it will then anſwer ecxattly to that explication of it which 
is given by Clemens Alexandrinus from Lib. 5. tas 5 ue» 
CCD, for both of theſe ehjob 
which is the Future Tenſe from hajab will ſignify, as well 
becauſe the Future Tenſe in Hebrew is both of a tuture and 
preſents ſignification, ſometimes one and ſometimes the 
other , as becauſe he that affirms of himſelf, ebjob, thar 
is, 64 frouai, or, bd dw tk iiuwws, I will be, or, 7 
am he that will be hereafter, does by that very affirma- 
tion include and ſu his preſent exiſtence. 
Bochartus his Etymoen of this name, is therefore cer- 
tainly falſe, as well becauſe he is forced to recurr to a 
Elifion of the V conſonant, as becauſe the an- 
cient Future Tenſe from FHavah was not Javeh but Feb- 
vob as 1 ſhall prove immediately; and Saint Ferome's So- 
lution is therefore abſurd, and conſequently falſe, upon 
ſuppoſition that Fabeh is from the Preſent Tenſe Havah, 
becauſe it melts a radical into a quieſcent letter, which 
certainly ought not to be. * 


Again, 
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Again, as Joſephus | in the place laſt mentioned is to be 
underſtood of Iz or Fhjob, as hath been ſhewn, fo when 
he tells us that the » 7h yoruwuenle the letters of which 


the holy Name of God conſiſted, were riamgg pariels , 
four vowels, it is equally manifeſt that he can be under. 
ſtood of no other name, than the TEYQ of Saxchoui- 
athon, which he learned of FerembaH, that is, Gideon, 
as Bochartus rightly determines ; for there is no other 
name of God in Hebrew, which being expreſſed in 
Greek Charadters, will conſiſt of four vowels but this 
and as {aw anſwers to the Hebrew ehjob which is the 
Grit Perſon of the Furure Tenſe from hajah; fo is is 
the Hebrew jehvob, that is the third Perſon fi of 
the ſame Future Tenſe from havah, which is fame 
with hajah, as our firſt Mother Eve was therefore cal- 
led chawab, with a vas, becauſe ſhe was cem col chai, the 
mother of al living, with a jod, and ſo both of theſe 
vl dh of he cp Ne Pr Ex and 
| them Di 


tvine Exiſtence 


nification of =« bing oe ena ary er. 
oa, be whoſe original u from himſelf. 


23” ap kvog, 
Frans bs Geek 


And that aq aqpn., otras rence ſegol to a 
cholem may be no a ſcruple, I will now ſhew 
that this was indeed ancient way of puncation, 
from a place of Plautas in NY ny 

c us 


ie ops Aa 
araxla 


Miv 
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thus ſalutes Hanno the Carthaginian and his companions 


ia his own Language. 
Awe (Quojates eftis * aut quo ex oppido ? 


And again, 

Ha. Avo Mil. falutat, And a little after, Mi. 4vo 
Donn, which being ſo often it cannot be que- 
ſtioned, but it is the true ing, and that Avo, is as 


much as the Latin Ave, ſaive, that is, it is the Impera- 
tive from Havah, which ſignifies to be or to live; and 
if Hevob be the Imperative, then Jehwob is the Future, 
as well in Hebrew as Punique, for theſe two are in a 
manner the very ſame, as will appear by thoſe large Re- 
mains of the Punique ce extant in Plantss, which 


ſelf in the ſecond part of his G 
Coloniis Phenicum ; beſides that the names both of Perſons 
and Places in the Phenician Tongue are a ſufficient argu. 
ment of its near affinity or rather perfeR ſameneſs with the 
pure Hebrew, ſo.that I think for the proof of my Aſſer- 
tion, = ye em np Seve Sp 4. claro 
Cx but yet to put it doubt or queſtion 
I mt me 
_- firſt, whereas —_— Exodus repreſents 
Samar itawe pronunciation Name very dit- 
ferent from the Hebrew, ngAin arirg/oor be, Sapa- 
C7) us lakl, idzin \ ids. From this it is to be obſerved. 
Firſt, That when Theodore? affirms the Z# to have 
been peculiar to the Jews in diſtin&tion from the Sama- 
ritaxes, this includes an affirmation that "the Fewifþ 
pundtation was properly by an Zblem. 


in 
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In the ſecond place, as a farther confirmation of that 
Pointing and Pronunciation of this ſacred Name which 
[ have aſligned, I appeal to the cuſtome of the Ancients 
in their adoration of a Smeeze ; for as it is ſtill our cu- 
ſtome upon that occaſion to ſay God Bleſs or God ſave 
you, Sir, with a bow towards the to whom the 
Salutation was made, fo anciently were uſed at all 
ſuch times, to ſay, Z© ar, which is the fame ; the 
reaſon of which was, that the perſon fo affeted, does 
by the very Sneeze it ſelf pronounce the holy name of 
God, which is Ehjob, whuch being thus caſually and in- 
voluntarily pronounced, the ſtanders by were uſed to 
invoke him in behalt of the Sneezing, ſaying, Ho 
ſhiah, or ſome ſuch word entries x Fray tor his 
health and ſafety. And from hence it was that XYeno- 
phon cited by Ariſtotle out of the third of his d»2Cans, 
calls the Sternutamentum or the Sneexe it ſelf a God, and 
the Bird of Z435 awrie, or Jupiter, the Saviour, but not 
for that reaſon which he, not underſtanding the true 0- 
riginal of this Cuſtome, aſſigns, 32 71 x T# Vewntry 4+ 
wr is 7 xapan3s, hs 0 ep 0 becauſe it 
proceeds out of that moſt Droine and Godlike part of the 
head, which is the ſeat of Reaſon, or of Ratiocination. 
For I make no manner of queſtion but the true reaforr 
was that which I have aſſigned, and the rather becauſe 
he calls it not onely a Ged, but the bird of Jupiter Ser- 
vator, Which puts me in mind of a in Plats, 
where Socrates exhorts to ſacrifice a Cock to Aſculapiur, 
for this AXſculapins is Jupiter Servator, and the ſound of 
a Cock crowing, is much the ſame with that of a Sxeeze 
in men, Ehjob. 

For this reaſon it was that they uſed to conſult a 
Sneeze as a certain Oracle to reſolve them in-doubetull 
Caſes, or in future Events : So the Husband in the E» 


A Pig ans 
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p—_—_—_ _—_ mind to be rid of a troubleſome Wife, 
Sneez'd over her Grave in a publick Burying place, to 
know when ſhe would die. ».. 


L. 1. "Eu umaigss. 

"Exſag gy 31204 mp2 ng F509 22/75; dx3oau, 
Olamy wion jw juciegy hut; #7. 

"Emagecy us drlpin;” GAoyes 5 wo) in ney 
Auye gy 0% argu, © io, © Iavalg 


Propertius, | 
Aridus Argutum ſternait Omen Amor. 


Acmen Sept imins ſos amores 

Tenens in Gremio, mea, inquit, Acme, 
Ni te perdite amo atque amare porro 
Omnes ſum afſidue paratus annos, 


(Quan: um gui 176 mp" gay 


Which place of pe ena, becauſe 
the latter of it which cannot be ood without 
what goes is ſoexcellently Tranſlated by Mr. Cow- 
ley, with alluſion to the ancient cuſtome of bowing and 
adoring a Sneeze. 


The God of Love, that flood to hear him, 

= God of Love was always near him) 
leas'd and tick] d with the ſound, 

Sneez'd alend, and af arcund. | 
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The little Loves that waited by, 
Bowd and bleſt the Augury. 


A third reaſon by which my re concerning 
HEE 
'we find mention alſo of a ſfeven-lettered in tou 
So the Oracle 


Kai opTeg nai x89 ingom dic Indo nfHarupane. 
And in the Epigram, 


"Eiid we parierla Inv od 2pS1ov ai 
Teguuarm 7 wu exgualy mm —— 


that HOA by which he denote 
nyt , a part of the name of God? neither do 
the matter when he is, as he is afterwards, -in a 


whuch the ignorance of the Greets _— well enough 
jumble inty one thus, IETQIAQ. 

Neither is it at all material in this caſe, that 
| ſome of theſe Yowels are twice repeated., tor there 
are not /eves wwels in all; and the Rabb ſame 


_ CTY — eee CE CES = _ 
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way of ſpeaking, call the Terragramm#ton ſhem ſbel Ar- 
bah Othijoth, the name of God confi of four letrers, 
though the He be twice repeated. from hence we 
may fee the crror of Bechartus in theſe words. Geog. 
Sac. p. 856. Enſebias habet ins ſed Theodorerns in, quod 
ided prefers, quia Dei nomen droqemlcy, Graeci ix ali- 
ter efferunt, tor 1 think b by this rime it is ſufhcrently clear, 
that as well kws as as, was the real and undoubred 
name of Ged anſwering to the Hebrew Fetvoh. 

Laſtly, , pant pate. av oe > Ehjoh, and 
Jehvoh, but more contracted Jah, which is deſcribed 
in —_— as his ar incommunicable name ; (0 
in the Pſalms, at the clote of 2 P/alm or Verficle, Hale- 
lu Jah, = 7 ——_ A ia ; FR = 
4- wato G aiſes to his Name : extoll bim t 
25 ran the Heaven by bs nanc ) AH, and rejoyce 
before biw. Hebr. bejab ſhe _ —_ he T8 i 

arvl . the ancient verſion called quinta 
Editie. «: +4 is. LXX. KdegS. boyuer dong ; From all 
which we have a clear account both of its true 
ciation and its true meaning. Its rrue, or at as 
moſt common pronmciation was Jah, and irs 
is Kga&., that is, 5 6 the fame with Ehjob, and 
vob; it is therefore the Im from _ 
as from Halac or jalac, is Leh, from Nagaſh, Gafh, and 
the like; and as the other names are as much as to fay 
be is, or be hall continue to be, fo this is as much as to 
ſay let bim be, or let bim live; it is vox per gratadatio- 
vom cents & adorantis exiflentian Dei So Rom. 
# the 


God be true aud every man a tyar, is as rmach as 
Apoſtle had faid in rwo Categorical Enmnciations, 
CIIESDS a tyar. And Pſal. 69.34. 
Let the Heaven and Earth praiſe him, the Seas and 
= hing that moveth therein ; ar x do actually 


7 ine Sit och ge power. = of 
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Te will be objefted, that if the ſecond Fatare be Ek 
job, the imperative or firſt Fature ought to be Flejob, or 
job, not Fah, and this is true; but why may it not be 
bothof rheſe, borh in the im DINER though 
————— more common in the zn- 

perative, and a Chotem in the fatare? for af 
nxt Gr if that wA of the Samaritanes, or us Scali- 
[1b ag , lafa), be nor fo much a miſtake, or a 

error, 2s one of the ancient ways of this 

bely Name ; that is, Fabvah, or Fehvah* of which opi- 
nzon Scaliger ſeems to have been; and if that ; 
which Mr. Selden repreſents as the common reading, be 
the true, which is not the "Az of Becheytus, but iz ; then 
chis of Theodoret does not fo much the dif- 
ference of the Samaritane from the ew, as of the 
Hebrew from it ſelf, being the rwo Names of God, the 
one the Tetragr ammaton ebvah or Tehveb, the other, 
asI ſocall it, the Digrammaton, which is Jab; 
Heaſchelius not having conſidered thoſe of the 
' venty, and Symmachus, and the Fifth Edition which 1 
have mentioned, would needs have it fas, and in this 
he is followed by Mr. Seldes and Bechartws, though I ſee 
no reaſon to beheve otherwiſe, than that xa. dwoh be 
all miſtaken. 

From Fab is the Greek 725, the Fod being 
to the Greet Zire, as theſe two letters arc eaſily e 


into one another ; as from Zuy% EY from ZiA& 
the French Faloux, and the Exg iſh 


Pherecydes Syrius, 
Zas wed MO xe. xa 
Kai a TUNDNG as 
Kai ri TS ayov Tuala. 


From the fame Original likewiſe, is the i in Alex- 
Kk 2 ander 
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ander Trallianus in his Magical Charm for the Cure of the 
Gout; as (a) in the ſame Authour, is exattly the Greet 
dw, or the Hebrew Ehjoh, the He finale not being gaieſ- 
cent as in iz, but changed into 7h, as Pharaoh in the 
Hebrew, is in the LXX. Pharaoth, and in Foſephus Pha- 
raothes and Phraates, for theſe are both of them the 
ſame name. - 

I was once of Opinion alſo, that the Abraxas of the 
Bafilidians ſo often mentioned, was as much as 'AGegd ju 
in compoſition with C5, as much as to ſay Ows 'Aceg- 
aj, as God is often called in Scripture; but fince I fee 
* Reaſon to change my mind, not only from the ancient 
Inſcriptions and ancient Copies, which ____ 

abegont than aSexZas, chiefly 
Tertulian de npoons, repreſents Abraxas as the 
ſupreme Numen of Bafilides and Valentinus, who yet not- 
Wi ing, looked upon the God whom Jews 
worſhipped, under the notion and character of an infe- 
riour Deity, being only the Tutelar Angel of the particy- 
karProvince of Judea : therefore I concur with that ac- 
count which 7ertulias and other of the Fathers give of 
it, that it was only an Adumbration of the Sw# or the 
Solar year, which conſiſts of 365 days, which number 
is made up by the numeral Poteſtas of thoſe letters of 
which AdSraxas confiſteth. 1 had likewiſe once fuch 
another conceit of the Abracadabra, which is a Charm 
for the Cure of the #emitritean or Double 7ertian 
Ague in Serenus Sammonicus, becauſe Chad or Echad, 
which ſignifies wvity in Hebrew, is reckoned by Macre- 
bius as ome of the names of God; but this I conleſs is a 
little hard, and therefore I am rather of opinion, that it 
was a Magical word made at random, all whoſe power 
conſiſts in this, that the beginning and end of it arc the 
ſame, to ſignifie the returns of the Fir, but the middle of 
a very different and diſagrecing ſound to denote the day 
af intermiſſion. From 
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From Zz; by a light mutation is the Greeh Z2v 
which is the name ol Japiter upon the Thebaw Monu- 
ment in Porphyrie, 


"Na Sarur x6?) Zav o& Alz noofxuas, 


From Za» is the oblique caſe Zww% or Zax% in the cone 
mon Greek, and from thence is the Latin» Janus , the 
Folique Tavis and the Latin Juno; as Salmaſtus upon 
Lampridius, and Afgidius Menagius upon Diogenes Laer- 
tins have obſerved, though the laſt of theſe may per- 
haps be rather froth the Syriact Fwnob, or Fonoh, Nh 
ſignifies a Dove, in which form Semiramis was worſhip- 
= among the Aſſyrians; Tzetzes for better ſound ſake, 

yes out the jod, and calls it &w, 


Kami ifegiur yAwory x2) Thy 1 Evowr 2uun 
ul IA Tu) ajemiNey, tvs Teawipes d, 
ls pam U we; Tony Gaps ———— 


Laſtly, From the Hebrew Jah, by turning the He in- 
to an Aſpirate, was the Greek laxy@., and the Latin 
Facchus. - 

Again, as from Jab is #5 and Zaw and Zawo and Fa- 
ws, andthe reſt that have been mentioned, fo alſo in the 
Heathen Mythology, there want not manifeſt footſteps of 
the other punctation by a Cholem; tor as from Fah is 
C45, fo from Joh is 2s or Y:©5, tor fo they pronounced it, 
as is evident from the Latin Fouis derived trom it, which 
was not pronounced anciently, as I conceive, by an v 
conſonant or Folique Digamma, but by an « vewel; and 
ſo Fupiter, is as much as Joxipiter, which I look upon 
to be a clearer Etymology than either Javans Pater, 
which was tht conceit of Cicere, Agelius and Lattan- 
tins among the Anciewts, or Fowus Pater oft the Moderns, 
Kk 3 whluch 


[254] 
which with the Eolique Digamma is much more harſh, 
becauſe it depends upon an unneceſſary contrattion of the 
word, thanit by diſſolving that v conſonant into a wowe/ 
it be all melted down into one Syllable, which by the 
addition of Pater, iy of it ſelf wi any further 

ation, the very word enquired after ; u you would 
have it to be ZL-rzrae, which turns to the ſame account, 
and therefore I ſhall not be againſt it, though in the latter 
the Avalegy be more exact, as in Marſpiter, Dieſpiter, 
and ſuch other words; belides that, it anſwers | | 
ently both to Fopiter and Fapiter, which were the two 
ſeveral ways of writing it among the Romans, who were 
always uſed to add the title of Pater or Genitor to the 
names of all theur Gods. 


Lucihus, 
Ut nemo fit noſtram, quin Pater optims' Divim, 
7t Neptun Pater, Liber, Saturns Pater, Marrs, 
Tan, Quirins Pater, nomen dicatur ad wn. 


Where Mr. Se/dex after a, inſtead of Nomen dicatar, 
will needs have it emnes . dicamar, not conſidering that 
the ity & the Verſe will not bear it, nor under- 
ing what is the true meaning of Nomes in this place, 
which is not what we call a proper name, and the Latines 
fl way of entn and of which by gnig © fe 
vey * wh pk 
than the Gloſſary ot Philexenus, you may ſoon be furniſh- 
ed with Five hundred Inſtances. 
Thus Emins in Lattantizu introduces the * of 
Rome praying to Romulus aiter he had been 
them, in words. 


O Romule, Romule, dic, O 


(Qnalem te Patria cuſtodem Dit genuerant 2 


Tu 
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Tu | my nos intra hominis aurar, 
O Pater, O Geniter, O Sanguen Diis oriundum. 


And in the fame Language Aneas beſpeaks his Followers 
and Companzens concerning Anchiſes im Yirgil. 


Nance Pateras libate Jovi, precibuſque vocate 
Amnchiſen Genitorem 


Where by Genitor is not underſtood the Father of /&- 
was, though that he was too, but him that was now 
tranſhred into the order and dignity of the Gods. 

So, alſo among the Greeks "A is as much as 45 
beljon, Pater excelſus; the high or lofty Father , which 
is a very fit name for the Sw; and this purs me in mind 
of that place of Z/orace, 


m=———Creda Judew Apela 
Non Ego-—— 


Where there are forme that will needs have Ape to be 
as much as Sine Pele, or Yerpus, which the quant/ 
of the Verſe will nor ſuffer. yer mdmy ings 

wg is AwAzs, Apelas, that is, Apollonius, or Apollo- 
dorus, ——_— ; as Theuda is Theodoſrus, Hermas 
is Fermot? or Hermodorus, Epaphras is Fpaphrodi- 
tu, Antipas is Antipater, Cleophas is Cleopbilus, Joſes is 
Joſephus, and many other of the like nature. 

And Baal Peor becaufe he is fi by St. Ferom in 
more than one, and by /idore in his Origezes, to 
be the fame with Priapus of the yg and Latines, is 
therefore thought b ionyfrus Voſrus in his Notes 
Maimonides de Heb harris: to be as much as Peor 46, or 
Father Peor, (the ſame Idol being ſometimes in Scripture 
called ſimply Peor, as well as with the addition of Baal, 
Bahal 
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Bahal Pehor ) but this conceit is evidently too far fetched, 
and aſter all Mr. Se/dex will not allow that Priapus and 
Baal Peor are the ſame, or at leaſt he will not 


t 
what this Erymon ſoppoles that the Greets were behold- 
ing to the Moabites and Midiaxites tor their God Pria. 
pus ; but the words of Z{dere well conſidered, will help 
us to the true Original, they are theſe, L.8. Beelphegor 


——— achrum ignominie. 1dolum enim fuit 
Moab cognomento Baal ſuper montem Phegor, quem Latini 
Priapum Tvocant- Deum hortorum. He tells you that Pri- 
, vr Deus bortorum, and that is well enough known, 
though fdore had been filent, Priapas therefore is not 
Pebor Ab, but Pri Ab the Father of Fruits. And for 
this reaſon he is made to preſide not only over Gardens, 
but Ports by the Sea fide, bgcauſerhither as to a common 
Receptacle, the fruitfulneſs and plenty of the whole World 
irs ; or becauſe in the Sea there is a ſpirituous and 
volatile Salt, which is the Principle of lite and fruitfulneſs 
in the world ; from whence it is that Fexus the Mother 
and ſupreme cauſe of all vital Fecundity the Hea- 
thens, is called dpe g3rrn, as being ſuppoſed to be born of 
the Foam or Salt 1 of the Sea; and Salax in Latin 
odeengyucy 4p bY , and all the _ Samos are 
wn to be apoohazous * in thi Priapus, 
as in idore's notion he, is Cuſtos bortorum, fo in the Greek 
Epigrams heis called uuarimmw,,which is as muchus the Greek 
Palemen, or the Latin Portumes, that is, cyſtos portuum, a 
Portubns tuendu , as Neptunus who is alſo the fame, 
is not from Nev, in Plutarch , which 1 believe to 
be a word of no ſignification, though he interprets it 
to denote the Sea _—_— but it 15s nevitumw, a nevibus, 
hoc eſt, navibus twendis, as vai; and mi; in Greet are the 
ſame, and Nevius the old Latin Poet, is certainly the 
fame name with Navizs the Augar in Florus and Livy. 


And - 
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Andes the Heathen Deities were uſually called Patres, 
and Genitores, by which title the Sel-exiſtence and the 
Prolifick fruittull nature of the — # was ſignified ; 
ſo alſo they are no leſs frequently ſtiked, arzx!4, Reges, 
Kings, by heh cheer depen ſoveraignty over all 

wasdenoted ; and as by the firſt of theſe that no- 
tion of the Tetragrammaton is tulfilled by which it is ren- 
dred 5 4», fo by the latter that ether ſignification of it 
from whence the LIQX. have rendered it by an Hebrew 
word «3a; is repreſented, both of which together are 


pro- 
ing and 


Credo pudicitians Saturno Rege moratam 


In terris 


From hence it was that from the Febrew Melech, the 
Ammonites called that God whom they wortkippes who 
is ſuppoſed to be the ſame with Saturn ” _ Latia- 

the Sephar- 


ru, Molech, and Moloch and Milcom. 

wvaites in the book of Xings, worthiping two ſupreme 
Beings, as the Manicheaxs afterwards did, the one the 
Author of all good, the other of all evil and miſchief, 
called the one Anamelech, that is, the Gracious King, 
who was — for his goon, the other Adra- 
melech, that is, the Str owerfull King, who was 
feared and adored for his a; dm 
Carthaginians with the addition of Bahal inſtead oft Me- 
lech, the names of Annibal and Artdrabal do exattl 

anſwer, and part of the ſignification of the latter of t 

is likewiſe to be found mn eo "1f og a Colony _— 
L E- 
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Phenicians upon the Coaſt of Africk, which is not Char- 
ſarmaveth, or Chatſarmoth, as Drufius and Caſaubon af- 
ter Scaliger would have had it, which opinion is ſuffi- 
ciently confuted by Bochartas himſelf ; neither is it Char- 
far Maathan, that is, Regio Centwm, becauſe it ſeems the 
Country thereabouts was fo fruittull as to produce a cro 
of an hundred fold, as Bochartus himielt will 

have it. For fr/#, when he tranſlates Chatſar by Regie, 
he does not conſider that Adrumetum was not - 4 whole 
Countrey, but one particular Town upon the Coaſt. And 
ſecondly, when by the addition of the Syriact Mathan, 
he makes it to ſignifie a _- Countrey, bringing forth 
an hundred fold; this is fuch an Elliptical way of ſpeak- 
ing, as not being back'd by any other probability than 
the bare likeneſs of ſound, would not have been allowed 
for- a tolerable conjefture by Bochartas himſelf, had ir 
been any other man's but his own ; but it is the nature of 
Mankind to be fond of Monſters , Idiots and Cripples, 
fo they be but of their own begetting, 

It appearing therefore how ſlight and unfatisfaftory 
Bochartus his conjetture is, I do humbly propoſe inſtead 
of it, Adir Mot, Adir is validus, potens, and | em ot 
the compoſition in Adramelech and Aſdrubal, Mot 
by Philo Byblius out of Sanchuniathon 1s ſometimes ren- 
dered ?u, lutwm, and ſometimes cis juulluns virus ws, 
es mixtureof Water and Earth together, a _ or Ma- 
riſh Land, a Fen or Bogg, in Eng/iſh we it more 
exattly Mud, which may well enough be a PE zxician 
word, it it be true what Bochartas tells us, that the Phe- 
wicitans traded hither for Lead and 7in, and that from 
" hence theſe Iſlands had their name of Britain, as in 
Greek they arc called row « gaormvidNs, the 7in Iſtands ; 
that Adrumetam is as much as arx, prefidium, munimen- 
tum, propugnaculum, luto , aut aggere aut vallo cinitum, 
which was the only way of fortification in the carlicſt 
times, 
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times , by __ —_—— up 
together, like the fortification of the Koman Camps, or 
like the lines about Londen and Colcheſter in the tune of 
the Civil War. 

Thus it was that Semirams fortified Babylow , for 
which, it it had not been, we ſhould have bur little 
DIES 02 I Story ; this ation of hers 

ing mentioned, as greateſt enterprize, by all that 
eat anything concern br ſo that from Gance the 

to have had her name. For Chemer Ramis is as much 
as Lutum calcatum, or preſſum, in the language of the 
Eaft ; and it is py GY to Walls and Forti- 
feeations in the book of Nahum, c. 3. 14. Draw the waters 
for the fiege : fortifie the ſtrong holds, go into clay and 
tread the mortar : make ſtrong the brick-kilne. Where what 
we render tread the mortar, is in the Hebrew Rimft ba- 
chomer ; (o alſo in the building of Babel after the Flood, 
it is ſaid, Gem. 11. 3. brick for ſtone, and ſlime 
had they for mortar ; in the Hebrew, by a very 

wade it is thus : Fatehi labem halebenah leaben 
vehachemar hajah labem lachomer. 70. xai tyrero dur; 
5 Abd. ts Alter, xait aopanr®. lu aurit; 5 mn. 

And as a further confirmation of this conjecture con- 
cerning Adrunetuw , it is to be conſidered that there was 
alſo another place, which was likewiſe a Phenician Co 
lony,which the Greeks call ereguwrri and 23 oguturrecy, 
being either the ſame with 7hebe Hypoplacie , or very 
nigh it, and the Bay or Promontory upon which it ſtood 
was from thence called Sinus Adramyttenus (KiAm atop» 
puyronns) this Bechartws himſelt , as to the latter part 
of its compoſition will have to be from the Phenician 
Mar, as much as Chatſar mot, that is, Regio lutoſa ; but 
for his Chatſar, the former inconvenience returns, it be- 
as by the whole Countrey, but one particular Town 
which was called by this name. Wheretore I make no 

L 2 queſtion, 


ption 

from the Phewicians thernſeives ; this, as well as the other, 
is no more than Adir moet , that is, jr ons 
that of Bochartws, from theſe two Conſiderations. 

Firſt, That beſides what hath been faid of the Names 
of Aſdrabal and Amnibal above, it appears, and may 
be proved that the very word Adir was a Phenician 
word ; fo Priſcian in his 5th Book makes Abaddir, that 
is, Pater magnificus, or validus or potens, tobe the name 
res oe hm re one Epiſtle does pecu- 

"Ou . 


hanicians in their V - __ = 

ning, and Tallowing , taking in water, 

ering up the Country , there was always a conſtant 
fon of Phenxicians in them both; and they were 


+ both of them fortified as well as the $kill of thoſe 


— bm — to a rc 
to expreſs, it being expreſly a to Conntry Vil. 
lages, and midland Cottages without walls, Levit. 25. 31. 
therefore all that is meant by Adrametwm,or Atramyttium, 
for they are both the ſame, is no more than a Garriſon or 
place of h fortified with a mud-wall ; and fo all 


theſe things do mutually ſtrengthen and confirm one 


Before I leave this digreſſion, being got thus far out of 
c—_etbeucbirar wow 
is talking of matters of this nature, I will aſide 
a little farther, to take notice of an error of Joſeph Scali- 
ger and corrett it. Philo JFadexs in the life of Moſes, 


lays, 


[261] 

fa that among the pt ians Mus UTuws onuakes, Mos 
ends Eg, and from thence he would 
have Moſes to derive his name, becauſe he' was taken out 
of the water : this DEGEINE with the ſuperciliouf- 
neſs of a Critick, and not w1 ſome ſigns of a trium- 
phant infultation over the __ ot Philo; in which 
atter all he is but y in the right, and partly miſtaken : 
For I am of Scaliger's mind, that Moſes had his name 
from Maſlab extraxit , becauſe he was taken or drawn 
out from among the or Buluſhes by the River fide, 
Exod. 2. 10. And ſhe called his name Moſes, and fhe ſaid, 
Becauſe I drew him out of the water. In which words, 
notwithſtanding, the a#:on of drawing, and the place from 
whence he was drawn, the water, to have had an 
equal ſhare in the giving him his name; therefore if M2; 
at haſt do happen to ſignifie water in the Agyprian lan- 

, then Scaliger was very much miſtaken, and 

hils not fo much as he would make him feem. 

It is to be conſidered therefore, that he was not drawn 
out of the were fliid —_— —_— =_ , but 
trom among the Flags , t is, a marſby, , 
which is the ub us and the Fain 3 gl rpc 
ſwers exactly to the Phenician Mar, or Mac, for t 
are both the ſame, and do neither of them ſignific fm 
water, bur what Philo Byblins calls odor t$arzd's; 
ul, or Thy) ya Y3ari muezutiy ; fo that though 
Phils in this do not altogether hit the exadt propriety of 
the word,yet neither is he a/together miſtaken, it being no 
more than what others have been guilry of —cariny 
for what the Hebrew in the deſcription of the Primigenial 
Maſs calls Tehom, the 70 call a&wG., and both of them 
mean a confuſed jumble of earth and water together, but 
yet the Greek Lexicographers expound "Afar. by U32- 
Tw tAHA&., and from thence it was that 7hales his 


opinion, that all things ſprang out of the water. And 
LI 3 alter 
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aſrer all, ſince the tian language is utterly loſt, and 
ſince Maim in Poems / ifics water, Which anci x 
tor we know, might be pointed Moim, it you con- 
ſider the extreme likeneſs of a Samech and a Mem in 
the Chaldee or Aſſyrian Character , Philo may not be fo 
much to blame as Scaliger would repreſent him ; and 
beſides thoſe Eaſtern languages bating forme words pecu- 
liar to cach, differing only as Dialetts doe from one ano- 
ther, we cannot at thi r A pronounce What allowance is 
to be made to Philo's interpretation, upon account of the 
diflerence of ſound, ariſing from the ity of Dialedt 
in the tan and Hebrew Speech. 

I could furniſhed Scalrger with a better inſtance, 
to ſhow how little skill Philo had in agy of the Eafters 


Languages, being fo — dy Arch Hebrew 
it ſclt, as appears ot ory 1s interpreta- 
tion of the word Cherubim, which he renders &rry way; 
xa? imighun m4, In which expoſition of his he takes 
no notice of the Caph, which is a radical letter ; and the 
Nun at the latter end, which is only a formative of the 
plural number is by him advanced into the dignity of a 
radical; the foundation of the conceit lying in this, that 
Rab is wi%, and Reb is 3344, multitzdo, and Bown 
ſignifics iem53va: , imwiras, from whence Binah anſwers 
to the Hebrew Chochmah, and to the Greet imotun, triy 
y»w7% ; and yet this interpretation, as bad as it 15, is as 
good as that of the Rabbins, who are the great pretenders 
to Hebrew, who will have Caph to be a fervile letter, 
and the whole word to be as much as Cherabia, or Che- 
rabia, becauſe, forſooth, Rabia in Chaldee ſignifies a boy 
or youth , of which ſhape and a they will have 
the Cherubims to have Crone hk n—_ ke is no queſti- 
on but the true derivation is from Carab to ride, which 
is particularly applied to Spirits and to God himſelf in 
Scripture, as in that place of the Pſalms already cited, 

68. 4 
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68. 4 Extoll him that rideth upon the beavens by his 
wame Jah. Of whom alſo it is faid, 2 Sam. 22. 11. He 
rode upon a Cherub, and did fly, and he was ſeen upon the 
wings of the wind. And fo nr" the Cherubs in the 
[ants were made with wings, theretore wings are at- 
tibured in Scripture to God himſelf , Plal. 17. 8. Neep 
me as the apple of thine eye : hide me under the ſhadow 
of thy wings. And in many other 

Another manifeſt remainder of the punCtation of the 
digrammaton, or two-lettered name of God by a Cholem, 
is the Jo of the Latines fo frequently prefixed to the 
names of all their Gods, as Jo Pan, % Bacche, Jo Tri- 
umphe, Fo Hymenee ; in which inſtances Fo is the gene- 

name of the ſupreme Numen, joyned to the particu- 
lar Deities thereafter mentioned, who were all ot them 
the ſupreme Numen under different notions, as the Ba- 
filidians are found to have added the name i2» to that 
of their ſupreme Deity Abraxas : And this, if it will hold, 
as I ſee no reaſon = it ſhould not, is a further con- 
firmation of that explication of the ſeven lettered name 
of God, which I have mentioned ; that is, IEYQIAN, 
in which {es is added exegetically, to ſhow that ks is 
the name of the ſupreme Numen, as in Abraxas. 

The Mazritanians worſhipped their King Fuba. Minucius 
Felix. Ft pejerante Proculo Deus Romulas, & Juba Mauris 
volentibus Deus eft, & Divi cateri Reges qui conſecrantur, 
won ad fidem Numinis, ſed ad honorem emerite poteſtatis. 
Laftantius. Romani Ceſares ſues conſecraverunt & Mauri 
Reges ſos. L. x. c. 15. And a little atter, Privatim vers 
ſinguli popult gentis aut urby conditores, ſumm\i) veneratione 
coluerunt, ut Agyptii Ihdem, Mauri Jubam, Macedones 
Cabirum, &c. Mr. Selden would have it, that this 
Taba of the Moors was no other than the God of the 
Hebrews, the Tetragrammaton it («lt ; perhaps fo, it you 
conſider the ncarnets of ſound berwixt Feock or Fehvah, 

and 
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and Jaba, and the nearnels of the Pare Hebrew to the 
Panick or African language ; for as from Havah is Febvob, 
or Fehvabh in Kal; fo in Hophal it will be Jabvob, or 
Fubvah, and by its Paſtve (ignification, it may denote the 
fability and roetedneſs, or firmitade of the divine Being, 

Laſtly, From Zws is the AZolick or Dorick Aus, from 
whence, according to the common way of declining, is 
Alz in the accu/atrve caſe, that is, Zab, from Fab, as the 
Doricks expreſs the Zim of the common Dialett by oT, 
as in Kwuals, Kuudards, Zulu, Zvrlrds, 'Aidls, Au7 
3s, and the hke. 

But from all this I think there is abundant demonſtra- 
tion, whatever other ways of pointing there might be 
among the Jews or Samaritazes, or other Nations, that 
among the Fews themſelves, the moſt orZinary and uſual 
pronunciation of the 7etragrammaton , and that which 
the Greeks received from them, was Ehjob and Febvob , 
go that of the Digrammaton, which was moſt uſual, was 

ab. 

I ſhall conclude this buſineſs with the words of Mr. Se/- 
den, though he knew nothing of what I have here de- 
clared , Syntag. c. 1. de Diis Syris, p.208, 209. Nec ob- 
ficiat quis tam apfrro aut Guile nomen 7 etragramma- 
ron fuiſſe ut gentibus non innoteſceret. Id quod viri etiam 
doit nimis pro conceſſo acciptunt, dum morem religiofiſſimum 
Judeorum in co proferendo male interpretantur. Nonne enim 
Aramais Idololatris non ſolum copnitam , verum etiam & 
prolatum legimus > Rabſakeh apud Eſjaiam c. 36. 15. Neg; 
confidere vos faciat Fliskijahu in WV dicens ernendo 
erwet mos MW, ſepinſque repetit. (notices palam. nomen 
Hlud, ut proprium nomen Der predicatur potifſimum a Fere- 
miah TY Zebaoth, & MW nomen cjus, & nomen [uhm 
maguum idem appellat , ipſe Deus Opt. Max. Exod. 6, J 
Jerem. 14. 26. Celatam prorſus ſe&cults antiquioribus & 
ſemper dati operd abſconditam ejus pronunciationem dicere, 

jt 
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eff Rabbinorum nugis nimium indulgere, qui etiam ad il. 
lud, Exod. 3.13. Hoc off nomen meum LE quod in 
, juxts ſeptuaginta etiam ſeniores vertitar, in- 
telligunt, quaft redderes , hoc oft nomen meum abſconden- 
dam, iti enim punttorum wariations Leholam ſo 
nare poteſt : (Qurmodo autem ſeculorum citeriorum Judei 
ab ejus pronunciatione abſtinerent ; quam religiofuſtme ſe- 
mel quotanns, qui mos hodieque dicitur alicabi in uſu, a [a- 
cerdote,expiations feſto proferretur, @ id genus alia, paſſim 
apud Scriptores reperias. Neceſſarioque obſerves 70. ſent. 
orum verfionem qui aut d3uwal aut Kyi. ſemper pro TW 
ſubſtituunt. Vide quod de vetuſti quadam Synagoga Prage 
refert Buxtorfins in Radice Havah ; Ego certe in hanc its 
propendes ſententiam , Tetragrammatum nimirum nomen 
won abſconditum 4 gentibus ee, ut & ipſe Pythagoreorum 
mrregzTyy, contra quam interpretum turba id! nominis fuiſſe 
autumem ; iti enim illi juſjurandum concipicbant : 


bub. xr oye iy a. ns 
Tlzyay duvas furs (4 wat 


In which words, which it is needleſs to tranſlate at 
Mr. Selden affirms, and ſufficiently proves by the 
of Rabſbateh, who frequently mentions and de- 
fies this Sacred Name, that it was not unknown to the 
Gentile world ; and what he affirms of Fehwob, which I 
have proved to be its moſt common, if not its only pro- 
nunciation , the ſame is likewiſe true of the name Eh 
job, which was as facred as the other, and may as pro- 
ly be called the Tetragrammaton , that this alſo was 
nown to the FHeathens , _ Cp name by 
which God declared himſelf tro Pharaoh the AEgyp- 
tians by the hand of Moſes ; and I think, though we 
not Mr. Sel/dex's Authority to vouch us, yet I have fufh- 
cicently proved it trom the Monuments of the Heathew 
| M m Antiquity, 
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Amiquity , which have ſo exaftly repreſented all theſe 
— which in their and root are all the 


fame, of Ebjoh,and Jebvob,and Jab, that the matter here- 
——_ bear any longer diſpute among learned 


""Sronmily, Mr. Selden tells > that the ſeventy /nter- 
preters do always interpret M1 by AJei, or Kigi@., 
which are in Greek and Zebrew both the fame, and do 
exactly anſwer to one another. From whence there are 
two things obſervable : Firſt, That the Rabbins, who 
always point this name with the points of Adene;, un- 
leſs when Adonai 099 7 re ge tn. » mo ene ben 


this way of pointing from the ren- 
Gin of the 70,0 70 ; notwithſtanding they would fain make 
believe that they are wiſer than they, and that they 


not beholding to them in any kind whackagrey 
Secondly, We ſee how ancient this It] 
for the ſacred and incommunicable name has been, that 


Laſtly, He tells 


_— ay - 


genera 
called the Ti Ahead wot though E rin in its Hebrew 


form ( +1 = —wi> cytes dren 
as much right to it as the other 
And in t is conceit Mr. Seldex tells us he differs from 


the interpretum turba, the commen croud of Interpreters , 
though neither 15 he in this conjetture ; and if 
he bed gone along, with the croad, ; be had been lets maſts 
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ken. For this is a very idle ſurmiſe of learned men to 
think that in this name there was any facrednefs in the 
number four, ſince Job, etdeeniotne <enbinms 
was every Whit as facred as the other, and as peculiar 
to God, as incommunicable to any beſides him, and as 
ſtud; concerted Gre che hnowindge of che Aeades 
—_— the 70 Interpreters, as the other two, which 
—_————— — 

—_—_—— this miſtake does ſufficiently confute 
it ſelf; tor all the reaſon of this c is founded 
—Y = 


its original , Shemſbel Arbah Othijoth, EREnY 
ready obſerved , yet the Greets meant it only of the 
tens, that is, of the Name of God, not as kept ſecret from 
the Heathen World, but as revealed to it, as hath 
; fo that at this rate Pythagoras w 
+ reaſon to boaſt of his 


ed Doſe of Numa, who _ con- 


AY with vith Fezebias, towards the latter end 
Babyloniſh ca t the return from it ; 
whereas Sanchuniat who hed his informatics from 


Gideon , and who was the firſt by whom this name was 
communicated to the Gentile World, belongs to the in- 
terval of the Judges, before that which was uſually x 
puted the oldeſt Epoche of time, The Trojan War , and 
within leſs than Two hundred years of Moſes himſelf, to 
whom this Holy Name was firſt unparted.. 


M m 2 Beſides 
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Beſides, that though Sanchuniathon were perhaps the 
firſt who did in writing divulge this name to the Fea- 
then World , _ no—_ from what hath been faid of 
its being communicated to Pharaoh himſelf and his Afgyp- 
tians, in the time, and by the information of Moſes hum- 
ſelf, that it was got abroad before his time, and 
that it wasno ſooner imparted to the /ſrae/ites themſelves, 
than foreigners were made acquainted together with them ; 
neither is it probable when Rabſbateh fo frequently inge- 
minates this bleſſed Name, that he received his know- 

of it, from the Phenician Monuments of Sanchuni- 
athon; but that it was then as publickly known, as it is 
now loſt and forgotten, by being ſtudiouſly concealed by 
the ſuperſtition of after-times, or by that common cala- 
mity, which the Babyloniſh cap*:vity brought upon the 
Jewiſh Nation and Language together. 


But after all, it is nothing but want of skill in Gram- 
mar, which hath been the reaſon hitherto why learned 
men have favoured this opinion, That the 7etrattys and 
the Tetragrammaton are the ſame. For what is 7e- 
trattys ? 

It is to be conſidered that the Pyzhagorick Philoſophy 
was uſed to explain all things after a my/tica/ manner by 
numbers and roportions, in which one, or wnity, or Mcxa; 
is the moſt ſimple, undivided, and | won indiviſible 
root of all things; two, or what the Pythagoreans call the 
Dyas, is the firit principle of multiplicity or compoſition , 
and both of theſe together, make the number 
three ; in which, if you ſuppoſe each unite, to be ove fide 
of an equilateral Triangle, and then by counting the ſides 
aſter the Triangle is built, you = any ſide indiffer- 
ently one, two, three , you come then back again to thar 
ſide from whence you ſet out ; which being conſidered 
in two different reſpeRts, as tht-rerminus 4 guo, and the 


Fermints 
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terminus ad quem of this computation ; the whole Tri- 
angle is therefore called the 7etradtys, becauſe a Triangle 
returning into its head or fountain is the number four. 
And thele numbers added to one another 1, 2, 3, 4. make 
the number tes, which is, as it were, the Univerſal Baſis 
of infinite numeration. 

But that in this I may not ſeem to-repreſent my own 
fond conceits, inſtead of the truth and reality of the Py- 
thagoreas Dottrine, 1 will here produce a place of Lacian 
out of his Blav Tegan, which will both confirm what I 
have faid, and may be explained by it. T4. &r im 
Trina agll ulew. Ay. die xa} vv aglucis. Tho. m5; a 
phe. Ay. is, 399, Teiz, Trrrzgg. Th. ffs a ov 3 
Thrraeg. mui Ilxa Gim,xal To CaTHAK, xa} þ 
Coxics, AN2. & jact T ploy Tolvuy Cono TH TITTECR, in 

ayes Txum, 834 maps legs. It is a diſcourſe 
between Pythagoras, who ſtood to be fold tor a Slave in 
the Market , and the perſon who came to cheapen and 
buy him ; Pythagoras tells him he was able to teach him 
Muſick, Geometry and Arithmetick : Arithmetick , ſaid 
he, 1 underſtand that already : Say you ſo, faid Pythago- 
ras ; let me hear you number. At which he beginning to 
count, one, two, three, four : Do you ſee, ſaid Pythagoras , 
that which you call four, is indeed ten, a perfett or E@qui- 
lateral Triangle, and the Oath of me and my followers. 
Then by that greateſt of Oaths , the number four, ſaid he, 
[never till now heard ſuch divine and excellent diſcourſe. 
as th. 

It a ing therefore by this place, that four-in the 
Preboterich School was as much ten, and that it was 
uſually compared to an equilateral Triangle, from 
tence we may ſee what is the meaning of the 7etradtys ; 
for as Terrexs is the number four, which was the 
root and baſis of all number and proportion , and con- 
{quently the great Principle of thewr natural Philoſophy, , . 

Mm 3 ( For. 


Neither is it at all favourable to this fancy, 
that the Pythagoreans were uſed to ſwear by the 7etrattys, 
tes iowa at yarn bo after himſelf, as 
gyms fre ye _ 
'Ov jun 7 aparieg ; maggd lrra Trregurvs. 
And then at the 20 merpenkge— what 
a was, Ilayes — oz _ 4 x9927, 
the ſource a _—_— ng or aniverſal nature, 
or ter ahh om ined in i th roes an fre thats 
princi orick P , from 
whence it is plain that the 7err 515 to be ood in 
that ſenſe which I have already explained. Ir 


# 
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it is true that the Name of God in Hebrew did really 
. wma gf oy rm bom nm 
was no ew 
ns. hudld neo cliches ah am. 


and therefore the Pythagoreans could not have it 

from them, but by the number /eves , for Nifbbah in 
Hebrew ſignifies to ſwear , whoſe root is Shebab 
ſignifying /eves; and it is as much as 40 fay, that 
they ſwear by him who in fx days made Heaven and 
that therein 15,and reſted from his labours 
on the ſeventh. And as Niſbbah is to ſwear, fo Shebo- 
«ab , which ſignifies the /c member , (ignifies alſo 
, an by him who compleated 
ys, and reſted the ſeventh. This 
of thoſe /eves ewe lambs, which 
Abraham had ſet aſide to be a witneſs between himſelf 
and Abimilech,that be had digged the well, Gen.21.28,29, 
30. That is, it was a $ cal appeal to God as the 
witneſs of the Covenant between himſelf and Abimilech. 
This was alſo the meaning, not only of the weekly Sab 
bath, but alſo of the Sabbatical years, and of the years 
of Jubilee, which conſiſted of the Multiplication of the 
Sabbatical period by it felt. © The fame account is alſo 
to be given, why the Sokemnities of the Paſſover, Feaſt 
weets and of Tabernacles, conſiſted all of them of ſeven 
ys, and why there were ſeven weeks to be numbred 
from the ſecond day of unleavencd bread, to the feaſt of 
Pentecoſt ; it was a kind of Jubilee of days, as the other 
was of years, being to commence at the ——— 
rc 


C272] 

that term, which conſiſted of the Paſchal Feſtrvity, con- 
ſiſting of ſeves days, multiply'd by it felt : This was the 
reaſon why of the clean ſeven, by the Divine ap- 
pointment, were to be admitted into the Ark ; whereas 
of the unclean, there were to be but two ; for that there 
were more than two, in the General , this depended 
upon this reaſon , that they were afterwards permitted 
for food as well as for ſacrifice, and fo it was nec 

more of the c/ean kind thould be preſerved than the other ; 
but that there were to be juſt /eves , neither more nor 
leſs, this had a my/tica/ alluſion in it, and pointed at him, 
to whom as the author and finiſher of all things in the 
ſpace of ſeven days, the ſeventh was to be offered up in 

ifice when they came out of the Ark. 

To the ſame fymbolical account we muſt alſo put the 
number of perſons that entred into the Ark, which were 
eight inall ; but Noah is to be conſidered as diſtin& from 
the reſt under the notion of a Prieſt ; that as the World 
was created in fix days, fo it might be reſtored and re- 
pleniſhed by fix perſons, Noah's three Sons and their 
Wives , while the ſeventh, that is, Noah's Wite, being 
now Child-bearing, may be looked upon as now 
wholly devoted to the ſervice of God, and may anſwer 
that ſeventh among the clean ſpecies of Animals, which 

- was to be for facrifice at their coming out of the Ark; 
or elſe the cight perſons are the ſeptenary number return- 
ing into it ſelf, by including both the terms, as in the 
Pythagorick Tetrattys, and as in all thoſe caſes where the 
Feaſts of ſeven = continuance among the Jews have 
ſometimes eight days allotted to them, as hath been al. 
ready taken notice of, that is, by including the 7ermi- 
ws 4 quo, that is, the ma-2oxan, or preparation to the Feaſt 
into the number. | 

Laſtly, This was the reaſon of Circumcifion upon the 
ea hth day , which is the ſpace from Sabbath to Sabbath, 


in- 


rn 
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including both the terms, and by admiſſion of the Males 
into the Jewiſh Church agd Covenant upon that day , 

he was ſymbolically ſhadowed out, to whole ſervice the 

were dedicated by that Rite, and into Covenant wit 
whom they were admitted , which held not only in men, 
but in ſome ſort was obſerved even in brute animals 
themſelves, which could not be accepted untill the eighth 
day , that is, till rhey were full ſeves days old. Exod. 
22. 30. Seven days it ſhall be with his dam, and on the 
eighth day thou ſhalt give it me. Levit. 22.27. When a 
Bullock, or a Sheep, or a Goat is brought forth, then it 
ſhall be ſeven days under the dam ; from the eighth 
day thenceforth, it ſhall be accepted for an offering 
wade by fire unto th: Lord. And Grotius obſerves out of 
Pliny, 1.8. c. 51. Pecoris fartum ſacrificio eſſe die 
ſeptimo, that Sheep and Lambs are fit for ſacrifice on the 
ſeventh-or eighth day, and not till then ; for that is plain- 
ly the ſenſe of Pliny, whoſe words are theſe, Suis fetus 
facrificio die quinto purus eft , pecoris die offavo, which 
confirms what I have faid, that ſevex and eight in theſe 
inſtances are all one, the latter being only by incluſion 
of the two terms, or by the return ot the Sepremary or 

Sabbaticgl period into it felt. 

The;lame Gretius upon Gen. 17. 12. in which place 
the frſ# inſtitution of Circumciſion is contained , uſes a 
out of Ariſtotle in his 7th de animalibus, wherein 
imagines the reaſon of Circumciſion upon the ſeventh 
oreighth day may be found ; where ſpeaking of infants, 
he ſays, mw TAdoe 31 araietires me9 Th; WEIouns, Ir) nxt 
Tz iiuzra thre TIVerrai, ws wi Worre, In marc Th ou: 
Tueiz; that is, Children dye frequently oy they be ſeven 
days old : Which is the reaſon why at that age they uſually 
give them their names, having then ſome hopes, when ſeven 
days are paſt, that they may continue to live and doe bed 

Nn An 
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em infirmae ft t ; Be- 
cauſe before the cighth day the child wa She fo weak, 
d4 without danger 

of life, or tos great extremity of pain. But now t 
this reaſon of Maimonides is no reaſon at all, is plain 
from this, That the Circumciſion was never anticipated, 
though the child ſhould prove never fo vigerous and 
ſtroxg, as it is plain there is great difference in the ſtrength 
and vigour of children from the very birth as well as after- 
wards, when they come to greater age ; neither was ir 
ever deferred any longer , though at the age of ejghr 

days the child thouki prove never {o weatly and anlj 
to live, This therefore inſtead & being a folid reafon, 

is but a Maimozidiſm or a Rabbinical dream. 

The ſame may alſo be faid of Arifferie's reaſon, why 
children had their Names given them the ſeventh 


day the Greets , which term, it it were not by 
cuſtom ei anticipated or ing to the 
differing degrees of health, which is the account 
why the day above others was pitched upon ; 


then this was either no reaſon at all, or which is ſtill 
work , ſo very bad a reaſon, as does ſufficiently betray 
and expoſe it ſelf. 

It is therefore more likely that 4riftorke was miſtaken 
In his account, and that the rue Original of this cuſtom 
was from the Fews, who were uſed upon the eighth day 
to perform the Ceremony of Circamcifton ; at which time 
alſo the Name was wen to the child. And 1 
think ir may be plain all rhis , that the rea- 
ſon of Circumcifton upon the eighth day, and of nor of 
fering up any animal in ſacrifice till then , was the ſame 
in boch caſes, and had a myſtical a0ufron-to the [cprenary 


number , 
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fox. 
From this cuſtom of cal ſwearing by the num- 
ber ſeven, or with the Fythagoreans by the number foar ; 


or from both of theſe cauſes it came to pals, that 
oldulew in Greet, which ſignifies to count or 
, is alſo found to have che 10n of /wear- 


'"g , as appears by comparing two of the Greet Scholi- 
5, the one the old Interpreter of Homer, and the other 


of Apodonius, the Writer of the Argonautiques, together ; 
that upon Homer is Il. a. 264. 


Karla 7 EZd3te Te xa driidicy ThAdpnuen. 


Upon which the Scholiaſt faith thus: 'O 8 
webs wal, Aaron I Bawnds 


King of tha, once a beautifull Virgin ; but being 
teflonred by , ſhe requeſted of him, that ſhe might 
be turned into a man ; which _y hers was not only 
granted, bat ſbe became invulnerable into the bargain, and 
was the moſt redoubted Hero of that time ; infomuch that 

Nnz 
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P _ place where the God 
on a certain time fixing bu Spear in a place where t ; 
were to paſs by, he o ieline them all to number, that 
is, to ſwear by his Spear ; at which Jupiter was ſo angry, 
as well he might, that be reſolved to be revenged, and 
immediately ſet the Centaures upon him ; who though they 
could not pierce him being iwoulnerable,yet made a hard ſhift 
to ram Lim down by the weight of maſſy Oats and Afbes 
into the earth, of which Apollonius in» hu Argonautiquas 
thus ſpeats ; and then follows over again the _ = 
Story, as it is told by Apollonizs, where the Scholiaft re- 
ting the ſame Fable, though not ſo icularly as the 
Interpreter of Homer docs, what the firlt calls <2 4ukw, 
to nnmber, hc renders by dura, to ſwear, 5r@. 
ix ar Te; Em Td 3${4v auri, he compelled 
all that came by to ſwear by hus Spear. And then after- 
wards adds as the reaſon why Fapiter was fo ſevere up- 
on him, T#ro 31 aurs owlfy 3a Tm jure Row Toi; Duoks, 
pure fyyuSas, aa T4 kaurs Foggy. Thu calamity befe8 
him, becauſe he would neither ſacrifice nor pray to the Gods, 
but only to his own Spear. 

Neither does it neceſſarily follow, becauſe the Pytha- 
goreans were uſed to ſwear by the Tetrattys, which im- 
plies indeed- that there was ſomething of Divinity in it, 
that therefore the Tetragrammetron was pointed at, or that 
any reſpett was had in it to the four letters, of which the 
Name of God, cither in Greet or Hebrew was compoſed, 
but only to that root of number and proportion which [ 
have mentioned, in which the fecds and principles of all 
natural Produftions were contained, mayar duras gow, 
the ſource and fountain of everlaſting nature, which word 
wature is it felt only one way of expreſſing the fruitful. 
neſs and plenty of the divine Being, in which as in their 
proper Fountain and Original , all the poſſibilities of 
things are in a powerfull and hidden manner contained, 
and 
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and from whuch their actualities , © that God and 
mature are indeed but two words for one and the ſame thing, 


FHanc Deus & melior [item natura diremit, 
faid Ovid. 


And Seneca, V's iflum fatum wocare } non errabis : Fic 
off ex quo ſuſpenſa ſunt omnia, cauſa cavſarum. Yis iflum 
providentiam dicere * Rette dices: Eft enim cujus confilio 
buic mundo providetur, ut inconcuſſus eat, & atlus ſuos 
explicet. Vis illum naturam vocare ? non peccabis : Eſt egim 
ex quo nata ſunt onnia, cujas ſpirits vroimes ; and other 
paitages of a like import. And as »atera, according to 
Seneca, is ex qua nata ſunt omnia, 0 is guns, k is m2 
nb 994"), xg) rerdordi”). And this was that which 
by the ancient Heathen World, was worſhipped and 
adored by the name of Pay. Neither would they have 
been any more blame-worthy, that they were uſed to 
ſwear by their Maſter Pythageras himſelt, if it had been 
true what he pretended, and they too raſhly believed, that 
he was indeed an immortal, fſelt-exiſtent and divine Per- 
ſon; For upon this ſuppoſition they went, whenever 
they made their appeal to him in ſwearing ; and indeed 
it is ridiculous to ſwear by any thing, whote Omniſcience 
cannot qual: br 4 tion, and 
whoſe Omnipotence cannot puniſh t , Of a de- 
ecitfull Oath in the opinion of him that makes it. 


Ecce negas juriſque mibi per templa Tomantis, 


+ Noncreds, Jura, Verpe, per Anchialum. 


And the belicf of his Divinity was occaſioned partly 
by the myſtical and extraordinary nature of his Dodtrine, 
and partly by thoſe ſtrange Stories which hc told of him- 

Nn 3 ſelf, 
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felf, or procured to be told by his Abettors, and which 
were no ſooner told than believed by his followers and 
others; as of his perſwading a Bear to abſtain from the 
fleſh of Animals, as himſelt and his Diſciples did ; his 
whiſpering to an Ox, and by that means prevailing with 
him to aljtain from Beans ; his calling an Eagle down 
from Heaven in the greateſt height and ſwiftneſs of its 
flight; and after having ſtroak't and made much of it, 
letting it go again ; his being ſaluted by Caucaſus, and as 
others ſay by the River Neſs, when he ſwam over it 
with his Golden Thigh, with a y=iz+ Ti#zy%8s, which 
was looked upon as a kind of teſtimony of nature ta the 
Divinity of his perſon ; his telling- ſome Fiſher-men as 
they were d their Net, betore it came to ſhore, 
how many Fiſhes they ſhould catch, and by a miraculous 
power preſerving-them alive when, they were out of their 


own Element ; his ing to yave lived in ages lo 
ago paſt, to reme ly the Trojan War, and 
the bodies-he had paſt through from that time, till he came 


to ſet up for the Fonnder of the /ralique Set, and went by 
the name of Pythagoras in Italy; his telling before Ships 
came to ſhore what Fraight they were charged with ; his 
foretelling of Earthquakes, averting of P and ſtil- 
EE $; his being able at any time 
ther to raiſe or allay the paſſions of men to any pitch 
or degree; his being ſeen on the ſame day to at 
an incredible diſtance from one another : which, 
though they ſpeak him no other than a very great Im- 
_ yet being believed, as impoſſible as ſome of them 
ight ſeem, and as ridiculous as others, it conld not be 
otherwiſe but that they muſt needs create in his follow- 
ers an opinion of his Divimty. 
Neither was Pythagoras himfelt the onely pretender, to 
fuch extraordinary feats, but his diſciples alſo, Empedo- 


cles, 
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cles, Eyimenides and Abaris did the ſame ; and of the firſt 
of them it is certain, and may very well be preſumed 
of the reſt, that he had « very ſtrong ambition to be 
a God, otherwiſe he would not have thought it 
his while to leap into Atra to purchaſe the ho- 
nour of being ſo eſteemed. Flacens , 


Dam cupit Empedecles, ardentems frigidus Atnam 
lait 


But as lack would have it, he left his ſhoe behind 
mh Horny and folly ro the 


world ; and what Porphyrie, our of whom 1 ex- 
cerped theſe relates of theſe Genriemen whom 
I have laſt mentioned ; the fame, or things iN- 
mt earns Foe ny men | 
can 
foreane , of com. 


paſrng! deſign which his Predecefſour Empedecles had 
that is, of being thought a Ged, and worſhipped 
under that notion in the Larariuw of one of the Reman 
Em 
Lhe Thyh, of which fo many Authoars have fpoken: 
Go gh, of which fo Aut ve ſpoken ; 
with are Lacian, Lavike, lian, P 
Malehus, and others , which yet is m its literal ſenſe ſ@ 
ridiculous and fo impoſſible a rt, I will here ex- 
plain what was meant by it in the lical Dotlrine 
of Pytbagores. It is to be noted therefore, that in the 
_ the Eaſtern World, where __ had 
- much, and from whence received a 
. great Philo ; © igh was looked 
on linkin of rar AB 7 and geveration, and 
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Fek in Hebrew ſometimes ſignified as much as Ty 32x 
mo yorrTady wy, which though it cannot be unknown 
to learned men ; yet becauſe Daniel Heinftus in his Ari- 
farchus, has been accurate in this obſervation , 
therefore I will ſet down his words as I find them, p. 13. 
wi orientem ſalutirunt, ſciunt vocem Jerek , hoc eff, fe- 
mur, pro pudenda parte wirt pariter & mulicris pour ; ac 
de wiri quidem, ut cm aliquotics , nam infiniti prope loci 
fant , poſteritas Jacobi Femur cjus dicitur egreſa, Gen. 
46.26. Exod. 1. 5. «bi modo ai (EiAdGoau GE laxus Wore), 
modo © thABirre; Ou T39v jane dure, Helleniſte redide- 
rant : pro mulieris autem, ut ciem ea pars jam ad concep- 
tum minis apta, jun Sramearwes; ab iis dicitur, Num, 
4.21 s neſcit locum illum , wx (ala * Agron 
&Z "6dr xa; your. ix T3» ung dure. & tale aliguid 
Procopius acceperat , cim notavit , % yag png T9 ouiguce 
SrAdi—— De Gideone cui plurim fuſe filis dicuntar, &% 

on jpunger dure, im yraika; Ge mas , die 
cant Helleniſte ; & Sibylla, cujus fragmentum Theophilus 
ad Autolycum commemorat , 


'E/ 3+ yarns Gas; nat gion, s Iivar' av3 ol; 
'Ex prey pres mr On; Tru us Goa, 


Which words, for the ſake of thoſe that are learned, it 
is needleſs to tranſlate ; and tor others, Tz 7) fs ney, 
x 1s better they thould remain, as they axe, untrant 
that in this at leaſt I may not ſeem to wander from my 
Text, Tarrz $973, 14s w; x24 xaTt mts yotots, 


From hence it was that Bacchus in the Hleathbes M 
ary was faid to be taken out of the Womb of Sooke. 
and fow'd up in Jupiter's Thigh, from whence he was 
called by the Greeks vegparrs;, which Ovid renders inſut a; 


femori, Mctam. L. 3. Im 
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Imperfettus adbuc infans genitricis ab atvo 
Eripitur, patrioque tener , ft credere dignum, 


Inſuitur femori ; maternaque tempora compler. 


That is, in plain Engliſh, no more than that Bacchus was 
Jupiter's Son, which may alſo be the meaning of the 
Greet cvegprurrs , if after the uſual of the Greet 
Grammarians,inſtcad of ciegpure, you it Kage, 
which ſeems to have been the word from Jeret, 
Femar, and Jo or "las the name of God. 
a Ih was elbethe og anciently in f 
Og , was uſed to bo be taeda 
Ne Thad of by whom he was adjured, Gem. 
24- Lode I. » 4 NT gs eget needs 
years, and the Lord had bleſſed Abraham in all thi 
and Abraham ſaid unto bu 4 Amy ogy < 
ane xa of be had, Put, I pray thee, thy band 
—_—y CE Pn PERS 
the , and the God of the Farth, that thou 
ſhalt not % 4 _—_ unto my ſon, of brers of the 
—_ 1 duel: | &o- thou go unto 
— | wnyong and take wife anc wy 
ſen Tees 7.29, 3 » And the time 
drew nigh, that Ad again, Gen maſt _ = c W bis ſe Foſeph, 
and ſai unto bim, If now ſore Papdgnes be, 
put, 1 pray thee, thy hand under -_ indly 
bee, in Agypt, but 


and truly with me : — 
I will lze with 5, and thou ſhalt rg T8 
_ me in their urging 
Jaua,9 Paid toe ths ad; aid, Swe 
and be ſwore unto him, and Iſrael bowed himſelf upen 


te bed bend, Slim Moor n_— aecke 
places VEreres 141 WHAanu fomore 
atque genitali parte pefith, _ inde peſteritas efſet futura, 

argue 
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atgue ideb weluti res ſacra haberetar ; wel wt R. Salome 
ſentit , quod illic effet ape Fader nempe circumciſie , 
vel quod hoe" indict dabatur intelligi poteftas —_— , 
E promptus inferieris obſequendi animus, ut Ezra 
autumat, dicitque hunc morem adbuc obſervari in terri In- 
die ; That is, * The Ancients in the Zaf were wont to 
* (wear, by putting their hand under the thigh or genital 
: perſon by whom they were adjured, becauſe 

in from whence 


* that was, 25 it were, Fountain 


of hy Sor Ouch ex mſtris hoe modo jurandi adum- 
bratum ferunt Chriſtam,, gui ex Abrabamo oritaras erat. 
* There are ſome among the Chriſtian Expoſitors, who 
« believe Chriſt, who was to be deſcended of the loins of 
* Abraham, to have been Ps and ſhadowed out by 
* this rite, Grottus , dicerent, ft fallam , enſe two 
peream, wam ad" femur locus enfts, Jud. 3. 16,21: Plal. 45. 3. 
* As much as to fay, it I ſwear , or if 1 my 
© Oath, may I periſh by your Sword, for the Sword was 


facred and enough to be the foundation of an Oath, 
(which is Lars of divine Worſhip), or of agy folemn Ce- 

remony to it; ; 
The ſecond of R. Safomen's , is like the regſon of a Rab. 
bis , that is; "no reaſon a7 af, for it wir not under the 
pudenda, 
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padenda , . ( Quod verecundia ratio nou petitur, ut fatlum 
credamus ſ but it was under the think is ſelf, _ 
ſo calkd, that the hand was uſcd to be laycd, as 
be \ ts fy . Neither is Aben Ezra's reaſon, which 
is the third, any Rabbinical, that is, falſe, ridics. 
low and abſurd, than the other ; tor how t \_ was 
an Emblem of ſuperiority, or the putting the under 
or token ela yn, nn 
and Abew Ezra does not as to prove, 
or ſo much as aſſert, which yet if he had, the affirmation 
of a Rabbin will ſignifie but little, that ever theſe things 
were 7 made uſe of in ſuch a ſymbolical way. 

As for P. Fagius his account, in which allo Clarius his 
Tranſcriber , as how ſhould it be atherwilc ? agrees with 
him, that it was a Typical adumbratioa of Chrift, who 


perſon of Faced, for w 

ven ; for Jacob alſo was a P, 
, who was more i 
on om ne himſelf ; _, 
te jpoages 

to Ar 
at thoſe times 
tells us, Fee 
That this 
«dis : It 


ey of tho 
from him, 


Ci 
. 


_—_ 
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if Aben Ezrd's Authority, ſhall be thought 
ber , in matter of Fat, as I have repreſented 
it where and J 


En 


wt manibus ad Fein vel ad Par catis ſuos 
mates ſalater. DEED leave of his 


77 


this being their perpetual 

caſte among the Tr that being to take leave of 

rant probed «a oken of reſet they hy 

hand their breaſt or thigh ; and fo ving 
made their , take their leave. 

From which Citation of Busbequius, in concurrence 
with the teſtimony of Abe Ezra, there are ſeveral thi 
very well worth : As firſt, that this was and 
is a Erdy, Theo reſpett in the Eafters Countries. 

, The outward expreſſions by geſture, of cvi/ 
 Fpoben ut ng ern the ſame in 
” grotto rand as ſhall be proved more largely in 
«s due place ; the difference between theſe two, conſiſt. 
ing ooly in the difference of the object, and the different 


appli 
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on or direftion of the mind in the one and the 
; and it having been ſhewn already out of the aw- 
queſtionable Records of Moſes himſelf , that ſome ſuch 
ED ED ELURS in Divize Worſoip , ——_— 
every Oath is a part ( it being an acknowledgment 
ge aeqat ts frnerwoatechcotebings 

an to asa a 
to the two latter , fo to exerciſe and diſpoſe 
either for our benefit or hurt, as we aſſert truly, or per- 


tries, is the beſt explanation 
which we have given inſtances 1 


( Abraham) ſends or di _ bis eldeſt ſervant to make 
the contratt betwixt Iſaac and Rebekkah, obliging him 

h the moſt ſacred tyes imaginable, punitually to obſerve 
hu inſflruttions ; now the manner oC impoſing ſach ſolemn and 
facred tyes, is this ; The party obliging, and the party ob- 
ged, do both of them mutually put therr hands under their 
A and ſhaking hands after that manner with one auo- 
ther, they invoke God as a witneſs of what þ between 
them, or of what the anc requires to be done, ig 

of 
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all rhat was done was, thar the party 

to put his hand upoa, or under the thigh ot him, by whom 
the adjuration was made ; and if you conſider that in the 
inſtances of Abraham and Face, were both of them 
bed-ridedon and lying along, while Eliezer m the firff ex- 
A anon aro the bed fide ; ſuch 
z way of ſhaking of hands, as deſcribes, though 
it bo CR | _— 


_ 
44 


, 
| 


Ex 


| «rg 
AE on wanton ig , 
ter of our Seviows himſelf ; for be « 


h: 
i: 


Hal 
jt 
F 
: 
Th 
: 
4 


Tres 


Fi 


decanted 
that his main intention was to write 


expoſed into the bargain. And kſlly, beeauſe. bathat 
our of vanity, affetacion or deſign ory 
deceive ſometimes , ms hon Om 
be a religious obſerver of truth, that ſo under t 

tection of his integrity, bs falthood may pa6s with th 
” Grrenily, The tar. greacmlh parr'of bin Na 

part Eph 

by the > arenns the facred Writings 
in. Laſtly, ho jhnneconfegns-hbltine | 
they mee er x thew own ſhame 


prob, i 
wid wins, ſo alſo there are other relations tha? carry 
tych fonatures of probability in themiclves, as are a tole- 


rable 


it is 
the Folie this Writer, as to eſtabliſh 


the moſt favourably of 
means ſuitable 


this interpretation , 
o drery mr 
| jeer or coll, 


For 
more 


bam and Faced , Put, 
thigh® is as much as to 
Maker of all things : 
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xa? wget, or xg T6 T2 Tire GE lavtr} muon nat 
$ugyarr., and that this is truly and plainly the mean- 
ing ot it, appears ſufficiently from the firſt of theſe places 
it ſelf, Gem. 2.4. 2, 3. Put, 7 pray thee, thy hand under 
my thigh, and I will make thee ſwear by the Lord, the God 
of Heaven, and the God of the Earth. And fo in that 
paſſhge of Busbequius , when the Turks in their cuſto- 
mary falutation of their /aperiours apply their hand, 
either to their breaſt or thigh; by the firlt of theſe 
there is /ymbolically denoted, an a to him who is the 
ſearcher of hearts, that they do ily wiſh and pray 
tor the health and fafety of him ro whom this falutation 


Reiter 


the 


ro 
as 


ration. 
But to make it the more clearly out, before I apply ic 
to the inſtance of Pythagoras , that this was 1 A 
bol of generation, that the uſe of this rite in /o- 
emm adjuration did include an a to the Mater and 
Parent of = —_ hd add other teſtimonies 
both out of the ſacred and prophane Writings, Gem. 30. 3. 
And ſhe (Rachel) ſaid, Behold my maid Bilbah , go in 
Pp wats 
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wato ber, and ſbe ſball bear upon my knees, that I may al. 
fo have children by her : And e. 50. 23. And Joſeph ſaw 
Epbraim's children of the third generaticn: the childres 

6 of Machir, the ſon of Manaſſch were brought up upon 
Foſeph's knees. In both which places by Bilba's Goin 
_— knees of _ , and by the —_ of Machir, 
the ſon of Manaſſeh being f er es of Jo- 
ſeph , nothi NG ans Tar hr hs eric of 
Machir and of Bilhah, were accounted as def ot 
Foſeph and Rachel, while they were yet living ; the one 
virtually, in as much as Manaſſeh, the Father of Machir 


an every whit as ancient a5 this, and built exatly 
pon ſame foundation : but all that I now rake no- 
tice of, is the 4 range way of hy this impa- 
tative generation , aring, or being, brought 

the bnees of the to w che propeiany > = 


This was likewiſe the reaſon rhat in the ancient way 
of the moſt humble fupplication , the 1CAt1 
was uſed to take hold of the &ners of him or her to whom 
the ication was made, which included in it a /ym- 
belical intimation of a prayer or adjuration by the Mater 

of 
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Heaven and Earth, that the requeſt might be granted ; 
is Honer calls, yw4Zu9a: and COS yow , and 
the Latin Writers, ampletti, prenſare genua, genibus ad- 
volvi, genibus manus admovere, and other exprefſions 
of a like import; but Sexeca ix Troade has cxpreſled it a 
little otherwiſe, where Andromache thus ſpeaks to Zhyſfſes 
in behalt of her ſon Aftyanax , 


— Ad genua accide 


Supplex, iyſe , [27 — an nullius pedes 


overe dextram ped: us admoves tus. 


Where what he calls gexwa in the beginning of theſe 
words , he afterwards calls pedes, becauſe in this affair 
pes , and femur, and gens, are of the fame import. 
So Gen. 49. 10. The Sceptre ſhall not depart from Judab, 
ner a law-grver from between bu feet, untill Shilo come , 
where the 70 have it, ca T4 purgay aurs, as hath been 
already obſerved. 

y, This was the ancient meaning of bowing the 
knee, whether in divine worſhip or civil reſpe&t ; in the 
firſt of which it was a /ymbolical acknowledgment of the 
Prolifigue and Demiourgique nature of God; in the ſecond 
it includes a Prayer to the Mater and Conſerver of af 
thi for the heakhend profeccity oſthopertin rowhem 
the on is made ; and if to this I may add, what 
thoogh it be moſt obvious in it felt, yet it did nor till 
juſt now come into my mind, that and gens have 
their very names from generation ; all this I will 
conclude, that the Golden Thigh of Pythagoras, being in 
the literal acceptation, a molt ridi and abſurd fig. 
IDEN | _— cad, an aſſertion - ed ws 
the fraitfalneſs of the divine nature being ſignified in ge- 
—_ ———_ OE CI 
of Gold, the perpetuity and ftability of that fruitfulveſs 

| Pp 2 was 
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pines ales 
when he uc viſh pretences to a divine 
and ſelt-exiſtent CP if by his diſciples, who were 
uſed to ſubmit to him in all things with an implicit Faith 
and Obedience , he were worſhipped under the Name and 
Charatter of Apollo Hyperborew ; or it the Metapentini |, 
and the 7Tawromenii built Temples and Altars to his re- 
though miſtaken, Godhead, after his decealſe. 
From whence he received this /ymbolical way of ex- 
ing that Divinity to others, which he arrogated to 
It, is, 1 think, by this time, ſufficiently plain ; and 
ono to have proved, chat it is but « 
vain conceit of ſome very learned perſons that Pyth 
ras borrowed his Tetrattys from the 7etrag twat; 
Fews, or rather Greeks, or + Helleniſts, wa lived aſter 
Pythagoras his time ; yet I am far from denying that be 
had any knowledge of the Fewiſh affairs ; his /ymbelical 
Phyloſophiſing in the general, and this particular 
nfl ot his Golden Thi þ are ſufficient teſtimonies 
of his having no inconſ! le acquaintancein the Eaft ; 
and Perphyric tells us expreſly out of Diogenes in his 
Book , Tg! TS» lg Own dwicas, of the wonders or in- 
credible rarities of the Thule ; dpixaro nai m&% Bo 
"AoaBa, nai Xa als; xa) ESegus, that be tra- 
wer among the Aigyptians, Arabs, Chaldees and He. 
brews ; which is likewiſe aſſerted by Clem. Alexandrinus, 
Exjehin and St. Auſtix ; and not only fo, but if we will 
e St. Ambroſe, it was the received opinion of a great 
many that he was deſcended of the Fewi/s Nation. And 
_ ſtill « farther confirmation, how little a ſtranger 
1 hags & was to the Nation, Manners and Religion of 
t ; the ſame Porphyrie tells us, 0» .7% Bafunan 
Tei; yy EC] Xaxd ac WTO xa4 
xeTo, 5 xa/ ixa-Sag. Fay yr nn ae pr 
Wddiy.9y op' & ali nhar re. » gale T Te hg, 
guns 
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glows; Ayes Tre x2) Tas di TG Coen In Baby. 
lon he comverſed, as with other of the Chaldeans, ſo with 
Zabratus himſelf, by whom he was purified from the pollu- 


tions of his former life, and was taught what abſtinence 
was required of all that will be vertuwous men ; he was in- 
firutted likewiſe by the ſame perſon in the knowledge of 
ature, and of the principles or cauſes from whence this 
Univerſe is made, or by which it u preſerved. 

This Zabratus, Clemens of yp ac is called 
Nazaratus, by Cyril, Julian, Zaran, by Plutarch, 
Zaratas, and by JThe oret Zaradas, but for the Narere- 
tus of Clemens, L. Holſtenins conceives , that the firſt 


—_ is _— laſt of the word —_— 
Tranſcriber, w Elin 

qt" like ſo expert experts Crinque Holſtenius —_ 

ts ke defer bo ther che fins might repeat the 


firſt ſyllable twice, as it often tn ligence, 
the ſame ſyllable, word, and ſometimes an wm clauſe 
or ſentence is twice repeated ; by which means it wou'd 
be Zazaratas, which looki Ao uncouth name, and 
conſidering the likeneſs of Z and N in the larger cha- 
ratter , the one being but the tranſverſe of the other ; 
and conſidering, laſtly, that there was ſuch a place in the 
world as Nazareth ; all this running in his mind, _ 
firſt beſtow'd that reading, u us which the 
copies embrace , he c the Zaratus of — 
which was improved into azaratus by the Tranſcriber, 
ne Nazaratus, which he looked upon to be as much as 
Na2we9@. or NaJagw%. The Zaran in Cyrill, who is 
beholding to Clemens, is partly —_ to an abbreviation 
very frequent in all ancient MSS. by which unskiltull 
Tranſcribers are deceived; and partly to this, that N and 
E have fo a likeneſs and A 
ther, which was the reaſon that in ſome of the 
of Tertullian, the God of the Bafilidians , inſt 
Abraxas, 
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Abraxas, is called Abraxas, which though at firſt it 
firmed me in my conceit, that Abraxas was a m—_ 
tion of *ASenew and Zas, becauſe he is likewiſe called 
Zay, as hath been ſeen already ; = that conjecture , far 
the reaſon above mentioned, falling to the ground, it 1s 
manifeſt that this is a corrupt and putid reading, becauſe 
the whole myſtery of that name conſiſting in the name- 
ral poteſtas ot thoſe letters of which it is compoſed, it 
you put an N inſtead of Z, it will fall ſhort of that 
number in which the whole myitery conliſteth. 

For the Zaratas of Plutarch, and the Zaradas of Theo- 
doret, they are both the fame with one another, and with 
Zabratus in Porphyrie,or Malchus; for 7 and # are array, 
letters very nigh of kin in their found ; from whence it 
comes to that both in the uſe of common ſpeech , 
and by miſtake of Writers, whoſe cars are not al- 
ways ſo accurate as to diſtinguiſh, they are very often 
changed into one another ; but the reading by a r is in- 
deed the true, as ſhall be ſeen by and by , and the & was 
omitted by Plutarch and Theodoret , wupunias yagw, to 
mollifie the word into the ſoftneſs and Elegance of the 


Greek tation. 

$0 then all this diverſity of reading, being fo natu- 
rally and fo fairly reducible to the atus of Porpby. 
rie, the remaining roms is, Who this Zabratus 
ſhould be , which 1s ing I am now about to ex- 
plain. Zabratss therefore is Jah Berith, the God of the 
Covenant , as the ſalt of the Sacrifice is called the falt of 
the Covenant ; and God calls himſelf in Scrip- 
ture, the God of Abraham, of Iſaac, and of Jaceb ; that 
ts, he who had entered into Covenant with them and their 
poſterity, and circumciſion was the peculiar ſeal of that 
Covenant betwixt God and them ; neither is it any mar- 
ter in this caſe that Porphyrie calls this Zabratas, a Baby- 
lonian, becauſe the time of Pythagoras falls, as I have 
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faid, towards the concluſion of the Babyl/oniſh ca 
and fo the names of a Jew and a Baby 0nian mm! wal 

cnn wer nnd together, becauſe of 
their being mingled one another. 
i whianding te call him « Bay 
—_— be underſtood of ofthe Gf of the Jews, and 

—— > Mo, may be meant of that part of 
his Phaoſophy or Diſcipline which he learned out of the 
Moſaique Law , cither by a peruſal of the Law it ſelf, 
which I ſcarce believe, tor want of acquaintance with 
the which was then in a manner loſt among 
the Jews , or by converſe with the Jews ; 
who though they had not now any accurate knowledge 


of the Law, USB able to give ſome traditionary 
and np = fn : And his | the rather believe , 
the three oa Pythagoras is (aid to 
have received from on gn hy upon in 
pro dirs ons TIT ri; rate 
, in pter intlion 
boo dee mt or wh onthe Hiſtory © 
the Flood, and afterwards in the of the Law it elf; 
and, laſtly, the rites and ceremonies of Jfration, which are 


no where more nicely adjuſted than in the Levitical Law. 
And if in theſe he be not in every thing 
contormable to the of Moſes , yet this is no ar- 
ne that he had no knowledge of that Law, or of the 
and Manners of the Fews, but only that it was 
traditionary, confuſed and obſcure ; beſides that, there are 
rwo other cauſes which might and did conſpire 
ro make a variation as to particular inſtances, t the 
Genius and Spirit of the Pytgagorean Phileſepy, were 

much rhe ſame with that of the Moſaique 
Firſt our of a particular efhturion 00 ro _ the founder 
of a Set, and to be thought, as well by himſelf, as others, 
to have been the inventor of nn 
troducer. 
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troducer of a #ew Philoſophical inſtitution into the 
World. 
Secondly, He did not only converſe with the Jews, 
but with all other Eaftern Nations, and fo his Philoſophy 


Was y little more than a ot the Hierogly. 
phigue and Symbolique Myliteries of divers nations ( as 
all the Philoſophy and Religion ot the Eaſt was wrapped 


up in Symbols ) jumbled into a Philoſophical Og/zo to- 
gether. It was much ſuch another thing in Philoſophy, 
as the Phenician Hiſtory of Sanchuniathon was for an ac- 
count of time , where there are many very plain and un- 
doubted ſtriftures of true and ine antiquity, jum- 
bled her without any regard either to truth or ſhame, 
( I do not fa - on ap 9, 
equally frivolous and indiſcre with the Heathen My- 
rhology of all the barbarous Nations and fabulous times. 


Pa nb tart ork = 7 pn 
lon, be at the time an argument Ss acquain- 
tance with the Jews ; it may well enough be, that 
that knowledge, which he is faid to have received from 
Zabratu, may be only a Tranſcript out of the facred 
Volumes in the Temple of an Idol, ſuch as that which by 
the Midianites and Amaletites in the book of Fadges, 
was called Bahal Berith ; for as Babal, though it be for 
yed to the ſignification of an /dol, may 
ing in its genuine and firſt ac | 


who only felfexiſtent, and is what he is from himſelf, 
be apply'd not improperly, by the Heathens themſelves 
to the moſt contemprible and filly /dol in the world ; be- 
cauſe jet it be what it will in it elf, it is looked upon by 
them that worſhip it, under the notion of a trze and 
proper Deity, and that it was attually apply'd to the /dols 

of 
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of the Heathen, I ſhall immediately make oppear; and 
and if I do, it will then, I hope, be granted, tor another 
reaſon beſides what hath been already urged, that this i»- 
communicable name of God, which is whit as ſa- 
cred as the Tetragrammaton (and conſequently that alſo ), 
was not ſo great a ſecret among the nei r Nations, 
as the ſuperſtition of the later Zews would make it. 

So Zabratus, though it may moſt ly and 
fitly be underſtood of the true God, yet nothing hin- 
ders,” but a falſe one may alſo be ſignified by it ; and at 
that rate it will be the ſame with Baal Berith, whom 
Philo Byblius, the Tranſlator of Sanchuniathon calls Ba- 
ow; Brevriaw, the King of Berith, or of the Berytians, 
and whom he confounds very unskilfully with A+4ibales, 
which was the name of the trae God, and was, I make 
little or no queſtion, the ſame with "Is ; the words of 
Philo in Euſebius are theſe : SayywizNwy 5 Broyri, 
dns T2 Unnojuurh carne mwagge Vieou ban Ti Violus T6 
les, 5; ' Aides T4 Baoihd Brovrize Tha) loogias dva- 
Dis, Cc. v,. on _ you I conſider what a 
ſtrange Miſce that Hiſtory of Sanchuniathon was, 
and as it ys Lon impoſition upon the credulity 
of after-ages ; I cannot but believe, that this 4biAules, 
whoſe name does ſo exattly hit to the pat and proper 
ſignification of the true God, was one of thoſe names 
by which he was uſed to be called. For what is 44- 
baluw, = nk. Abid, _ is, Deus Lrgrog, as a was 
called from changing t inning of t ewiſh year, 
to the month of 44:4 from G40 which fo mt 
been already ſpoken ? And that which confirms me 
much in this conjeCture, is one of theſe four things whic 
tollow , and much more all of them together. 

Firſt Exſebius ſaith, 5; *'ASifaw " Bari (av Tu 
igooias dra Sus, which it you nd of a dedication, 
ſuch as hath been uſual to great perſons it! the more civi- 

Q q lized 


though never ſo extravagant, with equal 

if you will underſtand it fo, as that the Monuments of 
Sanchuniathon were layd up in the Temple of Abibalw, 
which is the moſt proper ſenſe of arari2w3a and dd. 
Swaac in Greek, then, let the ung it ſelt be true or falſe, 
here is a kind of a confuſed obſcure acknowledg. 
ment that Abibalus was the name of a God; which ſince 
he cannot be the fame with the BaoiAws Brevriav , whe- 
ther you underſtand by thoſe words the Xing of the Be- 
rytians, who was a mortal may, or the /dol of Baal Be- 
rith , to which the of Abibalus, will not fo well 
ſuit as to the true God , here is one, though & faint and 
obſcure indication, that 4bibalus was the name of the 
true God. 

Secondly, We meet with other compoſitions exactly 
of the ſame form and analogy with this, in the Monu- 
7: adky ah ghd ug wc For as the God of the 
Hebrews, for the reaſon mentioned , was by the 
Phenicians, or by the men of Berith called Abibalu , 
ſo by the Agyptians Neptune was called Mwonal, from 
El and Mos, which ſignifies water ; exattly by the ſame 

with the other, as Tztzes hath recorded, 
which 1s a new t againſt Scaliger in his Con- 
gry with _—_ rar =_\ Age backed 
b teſtimony o/e IX ith, that among 
: Egyptians Mos or Moy hath the ſignification of 
water. 

Thirdly, It matters not, though this name be no where 
found in Scripture, for the Phenicians called even thoſe 
things and perſons, for whoſe knowledge they your in- 

ed 


their yon is | 

ſtance of bibal, 2” her an diſcover om 
whence they came. key 64 fſicenty diene ro 
Jachid, as being the only ſon ; Sarab, Annobret , 
(ut gratiam concepit , as _g cel conceived and 

forth in her old age , when it ceaſed to be 
with her after the manner of women ; nd the Fears of 
God, w is faid to have been breathed into the #ofril; 
of the fr man, is called Koamiz that is, Xol phi Fab, 
Sonus, or Sibilur ors Det. 

Fourthly and laſtly, If we conſider the diſtance of the 
age of Sanchunjathox, from that of his Tranſlator _ 
who flouriſhed in Adriax's time, it may ſeem v 
bable, ther the language our of which he 
Franſlation was not fo FALEIL AS 


that he m great miſtakes ; 
Hate mie be ity of ary an ar alle 

ou add the defets and failures of the Tranſh- 
tion, t will but little of credit remain to that ancient 
Writer ; only thus much is certain, that thoſe names 
which ſtill remain in their original ſound, are of 
them owing, as to their ſignification, to the true and ge- 
naine antiquities of Moſes, and as the manifeſt Anachro- 
wiſms Jr rw yr to be found int thoſe Phenician Fables , 
for are no better, are a ſufficient contfutation to 
r - fo on the other hand what there is remain- 
ing to that account of things, which hath been 
given by Moſes, is an undeniable atteſtation to the au- 
- 'sf his Writings, and ſhows plainly” that there 

ve 
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and ſuch tranſaftions in 
the world, A boa?kk ayes receed by ha 
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But whatever becomes of Abibalus or Zabratw, im the 
latter of which eſpecially , Iam not without great con- 
fidence that 1 am in the right ; it is certain that in Za- 
molxis, which was another name for one of Pythagoras 
is Maſters, who was, if I am not miſtaken, the very 
with Zabratus, the name of Jab is very plainly 
contained, for this Zamo/xw is evidently no other than 
Jah Molec, or the King Jah. 

For. in the firſt place, as for thoſe among the Greeks, 
who will neetls have Zamolxis to have been contempo- 
rary with Pythagoras, and to have been his ſervant, and 
to have received his Dottrine from him ; this opinion is 
expreſly rejefted by Herodotus in Me , in theſe 
words , Axia Jt m3: fmnor mefnges 7 Zajwdts TirO 
gulSa Tay fu. I am of opinion that this Zamolxis 
lived many years before the time of Pythagors. In the 
next place Mnaſeas in the Erymolegiſt, who is tranſcribed 
by Seidas, faith, that he was worſhipped by the Gere 
for Saturn; nay, his words are more cxprels, agg 
Tims + ner mudiSa nat nana Zou ts , that 
Saturn is worſhipped by the Scythians, and is called Za 
molxis ; fo then Zamolxis is evidently Jab Molec, for 
Moloc and Saturn have always been accounted the ſame; 
and from hence it is that humane facrifices are offered to 
Zamolxis in Herodotus, as well as to Moloc by the Am- 
monites, or to Saturn or Jupiter Latiaris by any other 
barbarous and heathen Nations ; for he tells us, that con- 
ſtantly once in five year they were uſed to fend a Meſ- 
ſenger to Zamolxis, with particular inſtruftions to in- 
form him of what every one wanted, and to- deſire him 
to ſupply their reſpective wants ; and the manner of their 

ing of him was this, that were uſed to faſten 
three Stakes upon the , and then to take 
their Meſſenger, as they called him, and throw him upon 
the points of thoſe Stakes ; —— 
ly, 
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fntly, vhey took it then for a good Omen, that their re- 
were granted ; but it he were not preſently dif- 
patched, then they were uſed to ſay he was a wicked 
man, and that Zamo/xis would not receive his Meſſage, 
and fo they ſent another and another in the ſame man- 
ner, till ſome one was immed _ diſpatched, and him 
they accounted acceptable and well-plealing to Zamolxis ; 
which is a plain ſign that this Meſſenger, as Herodotus 
calls him, was looked upon as an Expiatory ſacrifice, which 
ought to be clean and pure it ſelf, that it may the better 
atrone for the fins of others. And that this Zamolxu 
is really a word of Hebrew Origination, appears ſtill fur- 
ther from this, that as Herodotus fays, & It auriar + aut 
Ter muito Tibia ſome of the Scythians were uſed 
to call bim Gebeleizin, which is no other than Gebe! or 
Geboul, in compoſition with Zan or Zex, whom the La- 
tines would Terminus, or Jupiter Terminalis, and the 
Greeks 3 auuay trix wei. as Herodotus himſelf afterwards 
renders it, Gre 4 Garers Tis Zu; arSewn, ar © 
Sautan TH; Tiryr: Th rug, xagire. And fo the 
particular rutelar Deity of the City of Emifſa in Pheni- 
cia was called A/agabalus, that is, Eloah Geboul, the God 
of the Coaſt, or Prefident of that City, and the Territory 
belonging to it. 

Bur beſides this there are ſeveral other things, which 
do very plainly confirm what I have conjectured, that 
Fah and Zamolxi are at leaſt fo far the ſame, as that the 
firſt is a part of the compoſition of the latter. 

Firſt, It is certain he was not wer. by any Image 
or ſenſible repreſentation, to which they always ſup- 
poſed the Spirit or Divinity of the Names himſelt to be 

; but they conceived of him, as of an inviſible be- 
ing, having his peculiar reſidence in heaven ; for which 
reaſon the Jews were uſed to call God Shamajim , that 
s, Heaven ; and that not only of latter tunes, but you 

may 


' — Buxtorf of 
ſee inſtances of it in B»xtorf, out 
on the Talmud, 2s old as Shatrmai, who lived 
a good while before our Saviear, and in 
our Saviour's time there are many inſtances of it ; thar 
place of St. Matthew, where our Saviour forbids his dif- 
ciples to ſwear by heaven, and that of the prodi- 
ſon, on ME of eoarty nm aven, and be- 
e thee ; and that Quzre of our Sevioar's to the Prieſts 
and Elders, the baptiſm of John, whence was it from 
heaven or of men? are all very plain examples of this 
fignification ; and another inſtance of it we have like- 
wiſe in the book of Daniel, who lived in the time of 
the Babylawiſh captivity, c. 4. 26. After that thou ſhalt 
IS that the —_— that is, yd 
is more peculiar or beat in beaven, 
his divine extenffon he be equally preſent to all other 
beſides. For this reaſon = was Po the _ 
ans did dreiume 4s, ſend a Meſſenger to bim , 
ſuppoſed to have his reſidence in heaven ; 
and they dyed were ſaid vai rage + Zauuonts, ro 
0 to Zamolxis, which is exattly the of the 
it ſelf: So the Authour ro the Hebrews, ſpeak- 
ing of the Tranſlation of Eech, i ſubjoyns , 
He that cometh to God, muſt believe that he is, and that 
he is a rewarder of them that diligently ſeet him. Ecclef. 
Iz. 7. Then the duft return to the earth, as it was, 
and the ſpirit ſhall return unto God who gave it. 

Sec - The Scythians believed of this Zamolxis, as 
the trath was, and as the Jews believed, and were ob- 
_ OE CY OR Gt a OS that he was 

e Lord, and that there was none befides him, none that 
might compare with him in Majeſty, Perfeftion or Power, 
Exod. 20. p- Thou ſhalt have no other Gods before me ; 
therefore the Scyrbians were uſed ro ſhoot up towards 
heaven, as it were in defiance, when ever it or 

lightened, 


- 


Ger pin of t and created 
things, that nothing or Divinity in 
their nature , ed es | ron gr ob 

whether men or houſes, or corn ar beaſts, but either by 
chance, or as they were direfted by a Superiour power 


and $kill : - Ap 7 \& . -4 gras bt att 


To 4; x24 Tg% Beorrlu) Te x21 doegnlu 218 
Tg% T veg, emuAiua Tf} Qu cioa ae Ons roar 
Tis Goa id part + optriges ; that is, and this 


the 
Thracians ( that is, 7 Getz }) are uſed to . to- 
wards beaven, when ever it thunders and lightens, > fx 
ning and irway ys their Sappoſed Dinialty ,» 4s thinking 
hs is no other 
This Zamolxis CS cates, Dew ifle al- 
tiſimus, as the Socinians are uſed to ſpeak in another 


caſe, in oppoſition to all infcriour and dependent i 
moor or material repreſentations the 


OY OED that 
x&e gee ole were not /dolaters ly fo called, but 
that they worſhi the true by his name Fab, 

h after ſuch a manner, as he had not only not 


appointed, but forbidden by commanding the 
Neoelites , that euag er not ſu - 


their children to 
paſs through the fire to Moloch, as the Ammonites were 
uſed to do, and by ſubſtituting the lives of Sheep and 
Oxen to be an expution for the ſins of mes ; by both of 
which there is nothing more plain, than that all humane 
ſacrifices were forbidden. 

Thirdly, Theſe Scythians were zealous aſſertors of the 
Dotdtrine of Tranſmigration, which the Greets call weriu- 
luxacs , and perwowuarecs, and mryyeiciz, that 
is, 
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, the the Nw foul thorough ſeveral humane 
is Gor chr Fog, Toes s, that is, 
Lo > which thay wer hf united , 
—_ wr into a new Scene or Stage of hu. 
nan life, ro att their parts over again in a new ſapp. 

| fitum or "Wiki conſiſting of the ſame ſoul uni 
goat ra They did —_ of all departed ſouls, 

F not is 
but only of thoſe that UNE and vertuous, or at leaſt 
of ſuch as had lived within foe tolerable compals of fo. 

and duty ; both of theſe are —_— —— 
Herodotss , dva3 dS 20x60 (Zajuodts) ws wre duh; , tre £ 
ovuniray __ ery 1 Gar Twrian as y9%uerc SinSekbrns 
a i Toro, ivz ds mgdorry Theo: TH Tarra 
ana>s. 6 is, it was the Dottrine of Zamolxis, that 
weither he nor hu companions or diſciples, nor any that 
were deſcended from them, ſhould ever dye , but that they 
ſhould return to the earth again, from whence they were 
parted , where they ſhould always enjoy all manner of good 
things. 

And | in that T have tranſlated ovawnirai, ( which in 
ſtritneſs of ſpeech is thoſe that were uſed to drink to- 
gether with him ) by his companions, or rather diſciples ; 
ind dh am waned both Me hs thing 1 : _ cating, 

t ment of their bei 

m Cores Tn being an angur were his fra— 
and his followers, which was the meaning of the peace- 
offer ing 5 among the Jews , of which the Prieſts, the Peo 
and God himſelf had cach of them their ſhare. And 
am further confirmed by the words of the Frymologi/, 
and Szidas out of Felanicus relating the ſame Story , &r; 
«T4 aur; dm 32r%, £9 Ui were Tiers, that neither he wor 
thoſe that were with him ſhould ever dye ; thoſe that were 
with him, that is again, his diſciples, % ovuprrarre, as 
the Greeks would expreſs it, or in the Zebrew Idiom, they 
that walked with God. Now 


— — — 


[305] 

New both of theſe Dottrines, that is to fay, of the 
Tranſmigration, and that it belonged only to good men, 
or at lealt to ſuch as were comparatively and tolerably 
ſo. Both of theſe, I fay, were the Dodtrines of the 
Phariſees among the Fews , in both of which, becauſe ir 
is unlikely they would have jumped ſo exactly with one 
another, if one had not received them from rhe other ; 
this is another argument that Zamolxs is Jab Moloc, 
the name of the true God, whom the Phariſees wor- 
ſhipped. Joſeph. Antiq. 1. 18. c. 2. ſpeaking of the Pha- 
riſees, ſays thus : *ASavrarhs Te loyoy Ta; Yugi mr aus 
T3 wan, na) wt y90% Inaiwmors Te x2 THC, Zig bot 
Tis 1 xaxiz; herrnI\oos 24 T4 Ei yon, xa TH; jv gy 
ues div TeoriDuda, Tai; Jv faganiw T4 avatigr. They 
are of opinion that humane ſouls are of an immortal na- 
ture , that the ſouls of the wicked are puniſhed under 
ground , and that thoſe of the juſt are in a ſtate of hop- 
pineſs and reward ; and that the firſt of theſe are ms 
a perpetual reſtraint, but the other do eafily return to 
lrove over the wonted period wpon earth again. And in 
the ſecond book de bello Fudaico, the ſame Authour, de- 
livers it as the Doctrine of the Phariſees, Juy'w Is m4 
uty apSargror, uerrefznuy It cis ire 05 me Tim TAY 4a 
Sar wi That every ſoul is immortal, but that only 
thoſe 4g good and vertuous return to live over in ane« 
ther body. 

From which places it is plain that the DoQtrine of the 
Phariſees, and ot the Scythians, the Worthippers of Za- 
molxt, was the ſame ; only whereas the Scythians ſeem 
to have believed that only the fouls of the good were 
immortal , Joſephus reports it as the DoCtrine of the Pha- 
riſees, that al ſouls were ſo; yet ſince the aSar2oiz in 
Herodotus, is certainly the fame with the azz2&iw% in 
Joſephus , that is, the retwr= of good men into new 
bodies; this hinders not, but that they are both of them 
tor all this exactly agreed. Rr And 
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And that this was the opinion of the Jews, thas is, of 
part of them , for it could not be the DoQrine of the 
Sadducees, who believed there was neither Ange/ nor 
Spirit, is evident from ſeveral places of the Goſpels , 
Matth. 16. 13. Jeſw puts this queſtion to his diſciples, 
Whom do men ſay that I the ſon of man am? To which 
they return this anſwer, v. 14. Some ſay that thou art 
Fobn the Baptiſt , ſome Elias, and others Feremias, or 
one of the Prophets ; that is, they ſuppoſed the Perſon of 
our Saviour, by reaſon of the Miracles which he w 1 
and the admirable Do&rine which he communicated” to 
the world, to be-the ſoul of one of thele great and holy 
men united to that body which they ſaw. So in the 
of Nicodemus, Joh. 3- 3. Jeſus ſaid unto bim, Ve- 
rily, verily, T ſay unto thee, _ a man be born again, 
he cannot ſee the Kingdom of God. V. 4. Nicodemus ſaith 
unto him, Flow can a man be born when he is old ? can he 
enter the ſecond time into his Mothers womb and be born + 
And v. 9. Nicodemus anſwered and ſaid unto him, How 
can theſe things be > To which Jeſus anſwered v. 10. 
Art thou a Maſter in Iſracl, and knoweſt not theſe things ? 
As much as to ſay, that this was a common thing 
the Jews, and that our Saviour in deſcribing the 
neration or converſion of a ſinner after this manner, did 
but allude to the received Opinions and Do&trines among 
themſelves ; for according to them it was /iterally true, 
that a man did really enter into his Mothers womb, in or- 
der to being born again. Laſtly, Joh. 9; 1, z. As Feſwa 
paſſed by, he ſaw a man, which was blind from bis birth, 
and his diſciples asked him, ſaying, Maſter, who did fin, 
this man or his parents, that he was born blind * Which 
place, though ſome learned men are pleaſed to inter 
16 favour of the Doctrine of Pre-exiſtence, in a ſaperiour 
ſiate, and a more refined, ſubtle and xtherial body ; yet 
from. thoſe teſtimonies of Foſephus and of the Scripture it 
{clt, 


[307] 
ſelf, which I have produced, I think it much more rea- 
ſonable to interpret it of the DoQtrine of Tranſmigration 
out of one terreſtrial body into another. 

Theſe are the reaſons that perſwade me to believe the 
Zamolxis of the Gete to be a compoſition of Jab and Mo- 
loc together , and conſequently are a confirmation of Py- 
thagoras his either immediate, or at leaſt oblique and 
ſecondary acquaintance with the Jews ; and I do hum- 
bly conceive, that what I have ſaid upon this occaſion is 
ſo plain, and ſo demonſtrative, that it carries its own evi- 
dence along with it ; and will therefore, as I preſume to 
hope, give all the fatisiaftion, which an enquiry of this 
nature can afford to learned men. But notwithſtanding 
this, it is to be confeſſed, that Porphyrie gives another 
Etymoen of this ſo celebrated and famous name, which I 
ſhall now produce to ſhow the unskilltulnels of Porphy- 
rie, and the inſufficiency of his conjefture ; which in- 
ſtead of doing any diſadvantage or diſparagement to 
mine, ſhall but further recommend it to the good opi- 
nion of every judicious and impartial Reader : the words 
of Porphyrie t are theſe, 5” dury xai eTegoy MOR - 
xioy, 5 ox ixTiozTo @ Zakk; lw owe, tai yarn 
Drs & ce 2oxru (mfAMn, Tw ae 3oggs hu Ogg 
Xt 
boy, whom 


xzAgaw. That is, be ( Pythagoras ) had another 

be bought in Thrace, whoſe name was Zamolxis, 

which name was given him ; for that immediately after he 

was born, he was wrapped up in a Bears itin, for the thin 
of any beaſt is by the Thractans called Zalmos. 

If this conjeCfture be true, as I ſhall demonſtrate it to 
be falſe, then it ought to be read in the Copies of Por- 
phyrie, not Zamolx1s ; Wat Zalmoxis, as it is de fatto in 
ſome MSS. of Heredotw, and of the Citations out of 
him of #neas Gazeus, and of Exſtathius in his Scholiaff 
upon D# Alexandrinus, commonly called 5 megan 
Th;. Aldobrandinus in his notes upon Laertivs, at leaſt 
Rr 2 as 


[308] 

as I have ſeen it in the London Edition, citing this place 
of Porphyrie, calls it Za4ats, which is certainly falſe, for 
Zaimoes 1s vox nmihili, a word of no ſignification ; and 
thotigh Zaimes be the true reading of Porphyrie, as ap- 
pears by all thoſe Copics of divers Authours, that 
the name pretended to be derived from it, Zalmoxis ; 
yet I conceive it is not the true word of the Scythians 
themſelves, who ( bating the inſtance of Zamolxis, which 
being now the matter in diſpute, muſt not be drawn in- 
to- argument cither way ) by what hath been faid of 
the word Gebelifm, appear to have had no ſmall tang of 
Hebraiſm among, them; but the true word, as I conceive, 
is Zamlos, for Semilah in Febrew ſignifies any garment, 
and we know the firſt garments, after fig-leaves, were made 
of leather, Gen. 3. 21. Which might be the reaſon why 
Semilah among the Scythians might anſwer to 3zeg, or 
by miſtake it might be ſo interpreted by one who had 
the Story of Geneſis in his mind, which fort of mi- 
ſtakes do very often happen among unskiltull mer» ; but 
yet I will not abſolutely deny, but there might poſſibly 
be a Metatheſts in the caſe, and that what the F/ebrews 
called Semilah, the Gete might call Selimah or Salmah, 
as O2e7S. and Ogg. in Greet are the ſame; and what 
the Hebrew calls Chetoneth, and the Greet yrrav, is Tunica 
in Latin , t h I rather conceive that to be 4 twendeo, 
becauſe it detends us from the injuries of the weather , 
and fo all the Films and Membranes of the Eye arc by 
Anatomiſts called Twnice , till a txendo from guarding 
and protechng the Papi, about which they are ſpread. 

But ſuppoſing this to be indeed a Scythian or Hebrew 
word, which yet 1s improbable, becauſe ſuch a Fgnifi- 
cation of Seltmah, would coniound it with the root of 
Shallem or Shalom, by which all manner of peace and 
proſperity is denoted ; and ſuppoſing this to be the truc 
(gnification, which Porphyrie hath aſſigned, vet by 

what 


- 
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what Analogy ſhall we be able to come at the whole 
word Salmoxis ; for my part I do not underſtand it, and 
I believe it would puzzle a better Grammarian than I pre- 
tend to be. 

Again, Suidas tells us, Z4pucAZic Iurds, cropace Brds, 
Zamolxis in the Feminine gender is the name of a God- 
deſs. And how ? was this Goddeſs too wrapped in a 


Rears skin. Ate | 
Auditum admiſh riſum teneatis, 


Zamolxis therefore, or rather Zamolxos, as the Etymo- 
logiſt reades it, is Fab Moloc ; and Zamolxu is, Juno Re 
gina, mo a Iau. 

But in the Story of Pythagoras, there is not only 
mention of Zabratus and Zamolxis, but alſo of Cha- 
rondas and Zaleucus. Porphyrie, Ka! vius; rm Ii 
Xagurite T6 Kamzews x21 Zakwns T6 Axes, He (Py- 
thagoras) gave Laws (to ſeveral people their named ) 
by the hands, or by the Miniſtry of Charondas the Catanean, 
and of Zalencus of "Locrs. Now if a man conſider with 
himſelf, what hath been faid of Zabrarus and Zamolxis , 
and that the latter of theſe, notwithſtanding that by the 
ignorance of the Greet Writers, he is made Contempo- 
rary with Pythagoras himſelt, and repreſented as his fer- 
vant and his diſciple ; yet-in the opinion of -Z/erodotus, 
whois in this confirmed by the Erymo/ogi/t and by Suidas, 
he is much ancienter than Pythagoras his rime.; the 
truth of which appears likewiſe by the moſt likely Ety- 
mon Of Nis name, and by other concurrent circumſtances 
which I have carctully fer down ; I ſay; he that ſhall 
conſider this, and that Charondas and Zaleucns roxy both 
ot them be very plauſibly reduced to the Hebrew Fab, 
may not abſurdly conclude, notwithſtanding that theſe 
rwo laſt named are made contemporary with Pyrhagoras, 
a5 well as Zamo!/xis was, that yet they are much anci- 

entcrt , 
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enter-as well as he ; and that all of theſe, Zavratus, Abi- 
balus, Zamolxis, Gebelizin, Charondas and Zalencus are 
the ſame, _ only ſo many ſeveral indigitamenta 
of the ſame Polyonymous Numen, which was a certain 
indication of the Majeſty and Greatneſs of the Divinity 
in it ſelf, and of the reſpett which it received from its 
Worſhippers and Servants, according to that of Calli- 
mac hus. 
A; tot rragOwilu auarcy, * Ara, guraoru 
Ka! mor uar mull ——— 
From which place Mr. Se/dex will needs interpret that 
on of the Phariſees by our Saviour, that thought 
they ſhonld be heard for their much ſpeaking ,- tz Tiw 
Ps gs as if it were to be underſtood of this wwe 
repeating over a bed-roll of all the names of 
bnimmes, ſuch as are El, Ehlah, Elohim, Sad- 


the 
But to return to the conſideration of Charondas and 
Zaleucw : And firſt for Charondas , Charondas ma 


be Jab Haran, the Ged of Haran, Xapfa» the 70 ca 
it he Heathen World had fome know- 
Vifion of the Ladder, which might 
| this name, hath been ſeen above in 
hat hath been faid concerning the &amvAiz in Heſy- 


chias, 
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chias, and Das the termination of Charondas, anſwers 
to the Hebrew Jah, from whence is the Greet Ti or Ts 
ſuppoſed to be the ancienteſt of all the Gods, and the 
parent of them all; and that Te and Az are the ſame, 
appears in 3;T3es, I purrng, Rireur, aNottera;, tx Inderrs, 
2%, and other inſtances which I have mentioned 

in other Papers, and will not tranſcribe them hither. 
So much for Charondas; and for Zalencus, what can 
be more like than Zalexcas, and Fab Lonchoth, that is, 
Dens Tabularum, with reipet to the Commandments 
which were written upon 7ables of Stone by the finger 
of God himſelf, which Tables in Hebrew are properly 
called Louchoth, and it may feem that Pythagoras con- 
ſulred theſe, in that thoſe Golden Verſes that go 
_—— —_ = —— to 
is Sentiments, though they are ſuppoſed to have been 
written by Phecylides long after his time, begin with 
the worſhip of God, and atterwards enjoin reverence to 
an Oath, and paying the reſpet and honour due to Pa- 

rents. 

But I onely mention theſe two laſt inſtances to ſhew 
what care ought to be taken of Erymologies, and how 
deceitfull the prettieſt conjetures may be, when all 
things are not conſidered ; tor the unanurous conſent of 
Greek and Latin Writers forbid us to think otherwile, 
but that there were indeed ſuch humane perſons as Cha- 
rondas and Zaleucas, that they lived in the age of Py- 
thagoras, and at thoſe places which Porphyrie hath men- 
tioned ; the one in Lecris, in that corner of /taly, which 
was anciently called Magna Grecia, the other in Sicily, 
in or about that place which even at this day goes by 
the name of Catanea, where the late dreadfull eruption 
of the Yolcano's happened : and the true Analogy of both 
thoſe names is this ; as from exauire, or Frauen, is 
Epaminondas ; (o from yaige, or xalgww, is Charondas ; and 

Zalewcus 
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Zalencus is as much as tadur$y that is, the Latin 41 
bins or Albinus, the French Le Blanc, the Italian Bian- 
chi, and the Engliſh White ; fo the Erymologiſt, "Audi; 
79 iz Za pan, the Eoligue Dialect expreſicth the Prepo- 
fition 32 by Za* and though I was once of the mind 
for another reaſon, beſides, that it will favour my con- 
je&ture, or rather demonſtration, that the Z/cbrew Fah, 
and the Greek 7a; are the ſame, viz. to avoid a very ful- 
ſome tautology in the Erymologi/t, that this place ought 
rather to be read, with = very light mutation, "Awad; 
+ iz Za gan” yet ſince T have altered my mind, not 
onely becauſe my conjecture needs it not, but becauſe 
the oblique caſe in any inſtance that I can think of is ne- 
ver & part of the compoſition in the Greet t unleſs 
it be the genitive, of which there arc examples, pwe iz 
Gm" a4 Tab 72 putty Is TITRE. 
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The order of the Pages for the direttion of the Book- 


Page 191 to 199, the reverſe of which is marked 7316, 
and goes on in order to 341, which ends the firſt - 
citation. The fecond begins at a blank Page, and goes 
a 200, OI, iworder to-211, the reverſe of which © 
248; and" goes on in order to 312, which us the end of 
the ſecond. . 
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